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LORD HOOD. 


[Illuftrated with a Striking Likenefs of that diftinguifhed Admiral, finely 
engraved from,an original Portrait. | 


"x HE father of this popular 

< nobleman was the Rev. Mr. 

* Hood, a refpectable Clergy- 

inan at Butleigh in the coun- 

é “~ ty of Somerfet, where his 
lordfhip was born in the year 1726.- 

Young Hood was educated at Ilminfler 
ichool in the fame county, under a gen- 
tleman remarkable for his piety and learn- 
mg; and made a rapid progrefs in the 
introductory branches of the mathematics. 

An early inclination led him into the 
fea fervice, where from the rank of a mid- 
fhipman he gained not only the efteem 
but the affection of the officers and men 
on board every fhip in which he ferveds 
He diftinguithed himfelf early under the 
command of Admiral Haddock, in the 
Mediterranean ; and was in the famous 
engagement between Admiral Mathews 
and the combined fleets of France and 
Spain off the ifles of Hieres. 

About the year 1756 Mr. Hood was 
appointed to the rank of Captain in the 
royal navy, and foon after married Su- 
fannahy the daughter of Lindfay, 
Efq. Mayor of Portfmouth ; an amiable 


young lady, hy whom he had one fon, 
APRIL, 3734, 


Henry, now living, who lately married 
the niece of Lord Delawar. 

In 1755 Mr. Hood commanded the 
Veftal, a fine frigate of 30 guns, and 
was ordered by Admiral Holmes to keep 
fome miles a-head of his fquadrony when 
he fell in with the Bellona, a ftout French 
frigate of 32 guns from Martinico, feve= 
ral leagues fouth weft of the lizard. 

The engagement lafted near five hours, 
when the Frenchman ftruck, having 42 
men killed, lofing all her topmafts, and 
having many of her timbers beat in. 

This fuccefs caufed the late Lord Ane 
fon to recommend him to King George 
the Second in the warmeft terms, and 
Capt. Hood was highly efteemed by that 
monarch, who promoted him foon after 
to the command of the Africa of 64 guns, 
in which he ferved with reputation till 
the treaty of peace was concluded at Paris. 

Before the late unfortunate war with 
America, Capt. Hood commanded om 
the Bofton ftation ; and previous to hofti- 
lities breaking out, wrote his opinions in 
very plain and fpirited terms to the Lords 
of the Admiralty, touching the ttrength 
and difpofition ef the Colonies, in which 
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372 Anecdotes of Lord Hood. 


he flatly contradicted the accounts of 
{ume interefted perfons, who artfully mif- 
led the Englith adminifration with re- 
{pec to the original caules of that impor- 
tant rupture. 

{n the ycar 1778 Capt. Hood was ap- 
appointed commiffioner of Portimouth 

ard in the room of Admiral Gambier, 
and the fame year was created a Baronet, 
by the title of Sir Samuel Hood, of Ca- 
therington in the county of Southamp- 
ton. 

In the year 1780 Sir Samuel Hood was 
raifed to the rank of Rear Admiral, and 
fome time after hoifted his flag en board 
the Barfleur of 90 guns and 767 men, in 
which he failed to the Weft Indies, where 
after various operations, about the middle 
of January, 1782, on the French Jand- 
jng 8000 troops with artil‘ery on the ifland 
of St. Chriftopher’s, Admiral Hood at- 
tempted in vain to relieve the ifland, 
which was taken in {pite of all his gallant 
efforts. 

On the 12th of April having joined 
Admiral Rodney, they fell in with the 
French fleet commanded by the Count 
de Grafle. The Brith ficet confifted of 
thirty-feven fhips of the line, and the 
Fiench of thiity-four. The engagement 
commenced at feven o’clock in the morn- 
ing, and continued with unremiiting fury 
wil half paft fix in the evening. It is faid, 
that no other fignal was made by the Ad- 
miral, but the general one for action, and 
that for clofe fight. Sir George Rodney 
was on board the Formidable, a thip of 
ninety guns; aud the Count de Giafle 
was on board the Ville de Paris, a thip of 
110 guns, which was a prefent to the 
French king from the city of Paris. In 
the courfe of the a€tion, the Formidable 
fired nearly eighty broadiides ; and for 
thiee hours the Adimiral’s fhip was invol- 
ved in fo thick a cloud of fimoke, that it 
was almolt invifible to the officers and 
men of the reit of the fleet. The van di- 
vilion of the Britith fleet was commanded 
by Sir Samuel Hood, and the rear divifion 
by Rear-Admiral Drake ; and both thefe 
officers greatly diftinguifhed themielves 
in this important action. But the deci- 
five turn on this memorable day was given 
by a bold manceuvre of the Formidable, 
which broke the French line, and threw 
them into confufion. The firit French 
fhip that ftruck was the Cefar, a feventy- 
four gun hip, the Captain of which fought 
nobly, and tellin the action. It is said, 

that when fhe ftruck, the had not a foot 
of canvas without a fhot-hule. Ugtorwp- 





nately, foon after fhe was taken poffeffion 
of, fhe tock fire by accident, and blew 
up, when about two hundred Frenchmen 
perifhed in her, together with an Englith 
lieutenant, and ten Englifh feamen. But 
le Glorieux and le Hector, both 74 pun 
fhips, were alfo taken by the Britith 
fleet ; together with Ardent, of 64 guns; 
and a French 74 gun fhip was alfo funk 
in the engagement. It was a very clofe 
and hard tought action on both fides, but 
the French fleet was at length totally de- 
feated. It was almoft dark when the 
Ville de Paris (truck, on board which the 
Count de Grafle had tought very gallant. 
ly, and was wounded in the action. Five 
thoufand five hundred troops were on 
board the French fleet, and the havock 
among thefe was very great, as well as 
among the French feamen. The Englith 
had 230 killed, and 759 wounded. Cap- 
tain Blair, who commanded the Anfon, 
and feveral other officers, were killed in 
the action; and lord Robert Manners, 
who commanded the Refolution, died of 
his wounds on his recurn home. Cn the 
19th of the fame month, a {quadron which 
was detached from the main fleet, under 
the command of Sir Samuel Hood, cap- 
tured the Cato and the Jafon, two French 
men of war, of 64 guns each, and alfo 
l’Aimable, of 32 guns, and the Ceres of 
18. About the fame time alfo the fleet 
under Admiral Barrington took from the 
French, off Ufhant, le Pegafe, of 74 
guns; VActionnaire, of 645 and ten. {ail 
of veffels under their convoy. 

The victory obtained by Admiral Rod- 
ney, over the French fleet, was.a very 
fortunate circumltance both for his inte- 
reft and his reputation. Before this event, 
the new miniitry had appointed Admiral 
Pigot to fuperfede him in the Weft Indies; 
and it was underftood, that they meant f 
to fet on foot a rigid enquiry into the ff 
tranfactions at St. Euftatius. But the | 
fplendor of his victory put an end to all 
thoughts of that kind; he received the ff 
thanks of both houfts ¢f parliament for 
his fervices ; and was ereated an Englih § 
peer, by the title of baron Rodney, of § 
Rodney- Stoke, in the county of Somer- ff 
fet. Sir Samuel Hood was alfo created 
baron Hood, of Catherington, in the 
kingdom of [reland ; and Rear Admiral 
Drake, and Captain Affleck, were created 
baronets of Great Britain. Some attempts 
were alfo made, in the houfe of commons» 
to procure a vote of cenfure againtt the 
new miniltiy, fer having secalled lord 
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— Aceount of Portchefler Cafile. 


Rodney; but the motions made fer this 
purpote were rejected by the majority. 
Upon Lord Hood’s return to Engiand, 
he was received in the warmett manner by 
the magiitrates and principal inhabitanis 
of all the great towns he vilited, and was 
honoured with prefentations of the free- 
dom of feveral cities and corporations. 

On Admiral Rodney being created a 
Peer of Great Britain, great numbers of 
the refpectable electors of Weltmintter, in- 
yited Lord Hood to ftand candidate to re- 
prefent that city in Parliament; but from 
a defire to preferve the public wanquility, 
as a warm contelt muft have enfued, his 
Lordhhip defired his fon, the Hon. Henry 
Hood, to withdraw his name. 


173 
On the diffolution of the late Parlia- 
ment, his Lordfhip’s friencis were (very 
anxious for his reprefeuting the above city, 
that he could not retitt their fotlicitations. 
During the courte of the pretentclection, 
though much abufe has been thrown by 
the {pirit of party on the other two can- 
didates, not a fing!e refleétion has been 

























catt upon Lord Hood, who has conitantly 3 
ftood upon the head of the poll from its ; 
commencement, and whole behaviour 2 
through the whofe election, has made e Pi 
him as much revered tor the liberality of i 





his mind, asd the benevolence of his 
heart, as he was before admired for his 
diftingutfhed valour and eminent fervices. 

Apnil 30, 1784. F. 
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PORTCHESTER CASTLE takes its 
name from the villace wherein it 
@ands, which is five miles noith-welt of 
Portimouth. It was once a town of note, 
then called Caer-Peris, Stow, from 
Roule, fays it was built by Gurguttus, 
fon of Beline, who lived’ three hundred 
and feventy-five years before Chriil ; it 
was likewile, according to tradition, the 
place where Vefpafian landed; it had then 
a famous harbour; but the fea retiring, 
the inhabitants Jeft the place and removed 
to the ifland of Poitfey. Both the founder, 
and the time when this caft'e was built, 
are unknown ; but it is univerfally ac- 
knowledged to be of great antiquity. 
The caftle is a {quare, whofe internal 
fide is four hundred and forty-feet ; its 
area contains four acres, tour chains, and 
feven perches, i 
The walls are fix feet thick and about 
fifteen high, having in many places a 
paflage round them, covered with a pa- 
rapet, It has eighteen towers of various 
fhapes and magnitudes, including thofe 
of the Keep, and is furrounded on the 
north, weit, and fouth fides, by a ditch 
of different breadths, fifteen feet deep; 
on the eaft, it has been filled up by the 
feaj The entrance is on the welt fide, 
through a gate, thirty feet deep and four- 
teen wide, under a fquare tower, Oa 
the infide, over the gate, are two project- 
MDE hgwes, fomewhat relembling Egyp- 
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Suort Account of PORTCHESTER CASTLE ‘ta HAMPSHIRE: 


[With a BEAUTIFUL View of that antient Structure finely engraved. ] 
































tian fphinxes. In the eaft wall, directly 
Oppohte to this gate, is another of like 
dimentions. There are likewife two 
all y+ ports. 

‘Phe Keep encompaffes a parallelogram 
of fixry-five by one hundred and filtcen 
feet. It has four towers, three of them 
ftanding on the outfide wall; one of 
which, much larger than the rett, forms 
the north-weil angle of the {quare; the 
fourth ftands at the fouth-eatt corner of 
this building. Here are many rooms, 
feveral very jaroe, and fome arched with 
ftone ; among them, one which appears f 
to have been a chapel. The entrance 1s 
through a-eate, on the fouth fide only 
eipht feet wide. Several of thefe towers, | 
as well as pait of ‘the walls, are now iu yd j 
ruins. 

‘Towards the fouth-eaft part of the 
area of the {qQuare itands St. Mary's, or mit 
the parifh church of Portchefter. Here mini 
King Henry the Firft, in the year 1133, x‘ | : { 

} 
‘ 

















ee 










founded a priory cf canons of the order of 
St. Anguitine, which was not long after 
removed to South :icke, where it conti- 
nued till the drilulution, when it was va 
lued at two hundred and fifty-feven 
pounds, four fillings and four-pence per 
annum, according to both Dugdale and 
Speed. The fite was granted, the thir- 
tieth of Henry the Eighth, to John White. 

The living of Portcheiter 1s a vicarage, 
of which the king is patron; and, ace 
cording 
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cording to Eton, it is difcharged. 


are twelve fhillings. 
This church has 


appears it had once a fouth aifle, anfwer- 
ing to that now ftanding on the north, 
which completed the form of the crofs. 
‘The eaft end has been likewile rebuilt, as 
is vifible by a timilar circumftance, which 
fhews it was formerly of the fame height 
as the weit part of the body of the chuech. 
The arches over the doors and windows 
of ‘the ancient part are all circular, and 
at the welt end are richly decorated with 
thofe indented ornaments which charac- 
terife the Hyle of Saxon architecture. It 
was la(t repaired in the year 1710, by 
Queen Anne. In it is a curious font; 
and alfo the monument of Sir Thomas 
Cornwallis, knight, groom porter to 
Queen Elizabeth aud King James the 
Firit. 


Englifp 
The 
clear ‘yearly value is eftimated at thuty 
pounds per annum, and the yearly tenths 


manifeft marks of 
great antiquity ; and by a moulding on 
the fouth fide of the tower, formerly lerv- 
ing to cover the extremity of the root, it 


Theatres 
The caftle formerly belonged to the 


family of the Norton's, and afterwards 
to that of the Whitcheads, who Conveyed 
it to Alexander, father of Robert Thiftlea 
thwaite, Efq. the prefent proprietor, 

In the latt and two preceding wars‘t 
was rented by the government, for the 
keeptng of the Spanifh and French prifon. 
ers. Of the latter there were, in the year 
1761, upwards of four thoufand confined 
in this place. This occafioned feyeral 
temporary buildings and conveniencies tg 
be erected; the pulling of thefe down 
together with the breaches made by the 
prifoners in attempting to efcape, has not 
a little co-operated with Time. in his di. 
predations on this ancient ftructure, 

This view, reprefenting the outide of 
the Keep, was drawn by the ingenious 
Francis Grofle, Efq. whofe valuable work 
upon Englith antiquities, has afforded the 
greateft fatistaction fo the curious en- 
quirers into the antient ftate of the build 
gins in this kingdom, 





THE ENGLIS 





The Fable of the new favourite Opera, called Suekwoop Forest, or 


Rogin 





O’ Saturday, April 17, this mufical 
piece was performed tor the firft time 
at the Theatre: Royal in Covent-Garden, 


The Persons of the DRAMA were: 


Robin Hood Mr. Bannitter 
Little John Mr. Quick 


Rattekin Mr. Edwin 
Fitzherbert Mr. Bocth 
Scarlet Mr. Brett 
Allen a Dale Mr. Davics 
Bowman Myr. Darley 
Edwin Mr. Johnitone 
Cloiinda Mrs, Martyr 
Stella Mrs. Kemble 
Margaret Mrs. Kennedy 
Annette Mrs. Wilfon 
Angelina Mrs. Banniiter 


Laffes, Archers, &c, 


The fcene through the piece lies in 
Sherwood Feref ; the author has followed 
the ftory of Robin Hood, as delivered by 
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tradition. 
gelina, in Goldfinith’s beautiful ballad, 
1S Interwoven with that of Robin Hood, 
Edwin had left his native place, intending, 
through defpair of getting pofleflion of 
Angelina, to bend his courfe towards the 
Holy Land, and to eplift himéelf among 


The ftory of Edwin and An- 


the bands of crufaders. On his way, he 
fs furprifed by a party of Robin Hood,s 
men, and taken as a prifoner before the 
Chieftain. Robin, engaged by the man- 
ly prefence of the ftranger, but endeavours 
to perfuade him to join the gang, but 
without fuccefs. Edwin, however, is 
prevailed on not to leave the forelt, and 
takes up his abode in it, as a hermit. 
Angelina, in puriuit of her loft lover, 
happens foon after to come into the forett 
in company with a female fervant, and 
both difguifed in male habits. Here the 
falls in with the forefters, and afterwards 

with the hermit. 
Previous to this difcovery, one Fitz- 
heibert, whe aflumes the chasaéter of # 
Stiar, 
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friar, attempts, through Clorinda, Ro- 
bin Hood's mittrefs, to feduce the robber 
out of ‘the foreft. He is foon detefted in 
his defign$, and is brought before Little 
John, to be tried by him as judge, and 
by a jury of the bowmen, who fentence 
him to die: but he is afterwards pardon- 
ed by Robin Hood and difmiffed. On 
the conclufion of the drama, this Friar 
is difcovered to be the Baron Fitzhei bert, 
father to Angelina. Impreft with a fenfe 
of Robin Hood's generofity in difinifing 
bim without injury, he returns jolt after 
the mutual difcovery between Edwin and 
Angelina, with the king's pardon to Ro- 
bin Hood, and an invitation to join the 
royal army with his bowmen. The Ba- 
ron then gives the hand of his daughter to 
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Edwin, ,and the piece terminates with the 
celebration of rhe union between the feve- 
ral amorous couples. 

The Opera was received with univerfal 
applaufe. It is written by Leonard 
M'Nally, Efq. of the Temple, author 
of two fuccefsful farces, viz. Retaliation 
and Triftram Shandy ; the mufic is partly 
fele&ied and partly compofed by the ine 
genious Mr. Shields. 

On Monday,. April 19, a new after 
piece was preduced at Drury-lane theatre, 
called the QUACKs, written by a gentle. 
min of the medical tribe, but as the au- 
dience treated it with great feverity, a 
particular account .of the fable would be 
{uperfluous. 

4 De mortuis nil, nifi bonum? 
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A Panegyrical Epiftle to the Authors of the MontTHLY “REVIEW, occaftoned by 
their SiriGures on the Tragedy of RUNNAMEDE, with explanatory 


Notes. 


GENTLEMEN, 

»% HE public are infinitely indebted to 

you for having fo generoufly ereéted 
yourfelves into fupreme judges of the arts 
and fciences ; and for having gracioufly 
condefcended to affume univerfal empire 
over letters and tafte. With all the dig- 
nity of Oriental defpotifn you cautioufly 
withdraw from the public view, and, 
{tated on an *invifible throne, iffue the 
awful and + irreverfible fentence, which 
determines the fate of authors and author- 
efles, whether in verfe or in profe. The 


generofity of your ambition can only be 
equalled by ixs unbounded extent; you 
comprehend every province of literature, 
and, perhaps, may one day lament, like 
Alexander, that you have no more worlds 
to fubdue. To the admiration of fore, 
and the aftonifhment of more, you difce- 
ver an equal knowledge of phyfic, divi- 
nity, law, mathematics, mufic, philofophy 
and the fine arts : And they apply to you 
the charaéter which Polonius gives of the 
ftrolling players in Hamlet; “ You are 
certainly the belt critics in the world, 









* The invifibility of the compofitors of the Monthly Review is twofold, literal and 
metaphorical, The filt arifes from their terrors of certain nectomancers called 
Duns, who have long declared war againft thefe heroes of the pen, and have 
often confined them in certain’ enchanted caftles called prifons. ‘Ihe fecond pra- 
ceeds from the natural defire of every cowardly affaflin to be anonymous. 

t Inreverfible, here muft certainly mean what hath been always reverfed by the 
judicious part of the public. The Monthly Reviewers damned, with open cenfure or 
faint praife, the poems of Offian, Armftrong, Grey, and all the theatrical works of 
Home, while they pronounced the higheft panegyric on the Madrigals of Ogilvy, 
the Lullabies of Langhorn, and the infipid foporiferous ftyains of Hayley. Their 
judgment in profe compofition hath been equally remarkable ; they beftowed the high- 
eft praife on Roberifon’s Hiftory of America, while they condemned the Hiftory of the 
Indies by Raynal. The latter hath gone through a hundred editions, hath been tranf- 
Jated into all the European and fome ef the Afiatic languages, while the former is to- 
tally forgot, or, as a noble Lord hath happily expreffed it, is only remembered as an 
apology for the Spanith cruelties in America. Perhaps there may be fome-generolity 
; proteting the blockheads, as it is prefumed the men of genius can take care of 
thenifelyes, 
either 
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176 Epifle to the Menthly Reviewers. 


exther for tragedy, comedy, hiftory, paf- 
toral, paitoral-comical, hittorical paftoral, 
f-ene undividable, and poem unlimited. 
Seneca cannot be too heavy, nor Plautus 
too light; for the law of wit and jiberty, 
ow are the only men.” 
What hath particularly pleafed me in 
ur lat review, which was publifhed on 
the firftt of April, is your account of the 
tragedy of Runnainede, which, it mutt 
be confefied, is a precious mortel of eri- 
ticifm. Your firlt obfervation is, that the 
prologue does not explain the bufinefs of 
the drama. Although no prologue ever does 
fo, the criticifm is excellent. A prologue 
ought to be a bill of fare, and fhould in- 
form the audience what entertainment they 
are to expect: an unforefven {cene, or an 
unexpected catattrophe, muft be as thock- 
ing to an audience, as it would be to an 
alderman to fee turtle on the table after he 
“bad finifhed the long labours of acity- 
dinner. Epilogues indeed often refer hu- 
moroufly to the bufinefs of the drama ; 
and perhaps you would have expreffed 
- yourielves more concilely if you had fuid, 
that the prologue was not an epilovue. 
Your next obfervation ts, ** that an im- 
obabie love ftory is the chief ingredient 
gn the play.” If you had read the work 
which you criticife, (which is by no means 
sequifite for reviewers) you would have 
found, that the public ftory in Runnas 
mede js fo ultimately conneéted with the 
private, is to form one whole, and that there 
3s not a fingle fcene in the play which does 
not either advance or rétard the principal 
ation. Perhaps too events fhould not 
be reckoned improbable, which we know 
to have often happened both in public and 
private life. But there is a fet of words 
which are of great ufe to monthly critics, 
fuch as nature, probability, cafte, paffion, 
Shak{peare, &e. &c. which wonderfully 
fupply the want «f thought, and fome- 
times round a period very happily. We 
r-colleé&t aningenious critic, who, at the 
seprefentation of Orhel'o, exclaimed, that 
it wasutterly improbable that the hero of 
a tragedy thould bein {uch a mighty paf- 
fion for the Jofs ef his handkerchief. 
When a tragedy, taken from the Turkith 
hiltory, was lately | m ught upon the fttage, 
anéther critic, of equal depth.of penetra- 
tion, observed, that it was ttrange that the 
Turks fouid fpesk as good fenie as if 


ae 


they had been Chriftians, and altogether 


incredible that, they fhould exprefs them. 
felves in the Englith language. 
But it may be fuppofed, that your af. 


firming the love flory in Runnamede to’ 


be improbable, may include only, that it 
is not founded on hiftory. And indeed nei. 
ther Hollingthed, nor Stowe, nor Rapine, 
nor Hume, take any notice of it. If this 
be the meaning of your affertion, it mut 
be confeffed to be a noble imitation of 
the criticifm which the Irith bifhop made 
on Gulliver's travels, ** That it was a col. 
Je&tion of improbabie ftories, and that 
for his part he hardly believed a word 
of it.” 

' After thefe obfervations equaily pro- 
found and candid, you give a high eulo. 
gium on Shakfpeare’s King John. Criti. 
cifms that induce a comparifon are eafily 
underftood, but it happens rather unluckily 
in the prefent cafe that no comparifon cdn 
be made, as the giving of the great char. 
ter by king John is almoft the only inci- 
dent in the life of that monarch which 
Shakfpeare has omitted in his drama, 

You finith your admirable critique by 
finding fault with the {pelling of the word 
Runnamede. This is certainly one of the 
moit important fubjeéts of enquiry that 
ever engaged the attention of critics ; and 
your philological labours in fettling this 
in:ricate point, merit the praife, and will re- 
dound to the benefit of the latett pofterity ; 
for people muft certainly learn to fpell be- 
fore they can read or write. The author (te 
whom I am altogether unknown) might 
perhaps fatisfy himfelf on this article 
with the authority of David Hume, and 
the late writers on the Englith hittory, 
but what avail fuch names againft the au- 
thority of the monthly review? 

It has been affirmed by fome invidious 
perfons, that none but ‘poets are qualified 
to judge of poetry ; and that tafte is re- 
quilite to found criticifin. But this ma- 
Jevolent obfervation is belied by univerfal 
experience. Of the numerous authors 
who have written on critical fubje&s, from 
Aciftotle down to Lord Kames, who, ex- 
cept Longinus and Addifon, is poffefled 
of any tate ac all? Did not Sanderfon, 
who was born blind, make an excellent 
proteffor of optics? 

I am, Gentlemen, with the moft pro- 
found refpect, and the moft perfeé& admi- 
ration, é&c. &c. 


ARISTARCHUS. 
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On 


mpuat man is a fallible being, eafily 
Jed through the labyrinths of error 
as fallity may condua, or delufive felicity 
guide him, 1s a faét attelted by obferva- 
tion, and confirmed by daily experience. 
Placed in fuch an awful and dangerous 
fituation then, environed by fuch a va- 
riety of latent fnares, and liable to be 
polluted by the contagion of predomi- 
nant vice, let us as creatures fuperior to 
the beafts which perifh, exert our rational 
faculties. Guided by the distates of rea- 
fon and nature, let us give an ear to the 
infiuctions of found wifdom, of long, 
but true experience. Let us confider the 
mean whereby we may in fome meafure 
avoid the infeétion of cuftom, by timely 
attention to the voice of precept. And 
furely upon mature confideration, nothing 
will appear more fubfervient to the pro- 
motion of this end, than the golden rule 
given by the fovereign of the world, and 
ratified by impartial juftice, ** To do as 
you would be done by.” In order then 
to a confcientious attention to this moft 
profitable precept, nothing is more abfo- 
Jurely neceflary than Sincerity. The pro- 
peitizs of which as requifites to this and 
other valuable ends, the odioufnefs of 
dlinefs and deceit, with the advantageous, 
the happy effects vefulting from this truly 
excellent and cardinal virtue, are the prin- 
cipal points which engage the fubfequent 
reflections. 

Sincerity, or opennefs, is that unde- 
fembled artlefs honefty of intention, that 
fidelity, or fimple plainnefs of heart and 
dealing, which is diametrically oppofite 
to any thing hypocritical, artificial, de- 
fembled, falfe, er fly. In a general fenfe, 
it has been defined an honeft, mutual, or 
reciprocal correfpondence between the in- 
ternal {pring of aétion of the heart, the 
words of the lips, and the univerfal con- 
duct of the life. 

Ot the variety of common, but truly 
Jamentable defects, faults, or vices, which 
charaéterize the majoc part of mankind, 
hypocrify, diffimulation, or flinefs, are 
fome of thofe the moft odious in them- 
felves, and generally moft deteited by 
others. Natural defeéts may be veiled by 
good fenfe and politenefs ; ignorance may 
be wrapped up in humility. Pride (if 
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not fuperlative) thay be fo outfhone by a 
redundancy of yeal excellences, that the 
prepoffeffed idea of fuperior abilities may 
oblige many to connive at the weaknefs of 
one, allowing for human frailties, truly 
great. Yea even a turbulent impudence 
and roughnefs, may be extenuated by 
honefty of intention and fincerity of hearts 
but hypocrify is a kind of meditated 
wickednefs, planned out in cool blood, 
aided by all the powers of invention, and 
cairied on by fucceffive a&ts of fraudu-~ 
lent impiety. And perhaps, ~. were the 
truth known, the hypocrite undergoes 
more acute punifhmentin aéting his part, 
than the profits labored for are able to 
compenfate. Such an one, has not only 
daily, but momentarily to aét his charac. 
ter; no fooner does he flag than he is de~ 
tefled. So that every mean at the ex- 
pence of honefty and truthy.that art can 
di&tate, or invention produce, is fim- 
moned to affilt in keeping his character. 
Butin defiance toall his Jabour oe 
he is prone to forget his part. To his 
mortification and forrow, his wel! adapted 
mafk is apt to flip afide. His paint, by 
the vivid rays of truth and fincerity, aided 
by that furnace of glowing convicticn 
within, is apt to melt away, and leave 
the artful knave in all his native defor- 
mity. To avoid then thefe cutting, and 
almoft inevitable confequences, he is in 
continual fear and alarm, fo that the ftir- 
ring of a fingle ftraw is a tempelt, and 
his own thadow his purfuer. 

Nor is the fly perfon, although not ab- 
folutely or ftrictly fpeaking an hypocrite, 
in any degree lefs culpable. Slinefs may 
be faid to be a fpecies of hypocrify, or 
a bloffom prefaging fruit; for the appeare 
ance of the former, is commonly the 
prelude to the practice of the latter. The 
hypociite deceives his fellow creatures in. 
general, but the fly man is more paru- 
cularly biting to fingle individuals. As 
hypocrify is wickednefs in difguiie, fo 
flinefs is very often found to be envy and 
malice, cloathed in the garments of friend~ 
fhip and love. Neither is this vice in any 
degree lefs oppofite to that noble. virtue 
we are confidering. If the hypocrite is 
like a painted fepulchre without, and 
fimilar internally to its contents within, 
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the fly, or artful man, is on the other 
han/, equally affiduous im his way, in 
deceiving his fellow creatures. For the 
unwary he makes a fealt, and invites them 
to partake, but fills each difh with poifon. 
He has no regard for truth, therefore no 
ambition either to cherifh her votartes, or 
pleafure in her appearance. What is a 
reater mark, or omen, of infincerity, or 
| ek og when (moitly in trifling oc- 
currences of life) we perceive a perfon 
delighting to lay fecret traps, meanly to 
catch his neighbour, and fecretly in his 
abfence, tainting the innocent by catum- 
nious lies, while in his prefence he veils 
his bafenefs by pretended fincerity. And 
what better are many more little, paultry, 
mean, defpicable practices ; drawing afide 
the fimp!e and hone in free converfation 
and intercourfe ; infidious devices and 
little tricks ; fetches of craftand cunning ; 
awit a thoufind more which will not bear 
exinmimation, or even a thought to an 
honett fincere mind without a fhudder.— 
As hafe and hypocritical, as they are de- 
fpicable and wicked. 
Hypocriv then, ‘inefs, or fimulation, 
i; a attempt to appear in the eyes of the 
world, as potieTed cf something truly 
excellent, which the ascent is fenfibie he 
is deittitute of, This conviction appears 
te be the motive of action. As the reafon 
at a man fwho in his heart hates all re- 


ligion) clothing himlelf in the garb of a 
fuint, is merely from a prepoffviled idea 
and delire of being, or atdealt appearing 


to be, one of that ttamp. Taking them, 
then, on their own ground, and eftimat- 
ing the value of openneis and fincerity 
trom their own views, "tis evident that 
rhe belt way, or the moii politick, as con- 
aucive to,the end they have in view, is 
zo endeavour actually to be what they feek 
to imitate. The moft experienced lim- 
ner that ever applied brufh to canvas, 
never difplayed the cerulean and fpangled 
heavens in fuch inimitable perfection, as 
they naturaliy and con{picuoufly appear 
to every eye. 
Sincerity, then, is in every view pre- 
ferable to nmulation. It does not {pring 
trom the low defpicable fource of {elf- 
dntereft, it is founded on truth and prin- 
ciple, magnanimity, and philanthropy. 
Tis this which is the foul of all religion 
and virtue. As foon could there be a 
tincere friendihip between two, who at 
the {ame time are at the utmoft variance, 
as fur a man either to regard true morals, 
er to have the leaft concern about Chrif- 
Manity, deftitute of §ncerity, When 


_ all connected with it. 


tis faid a man is religious, it naturally 
follows, that man has a regard for, and 
a delight in religion ; for it cannot be faid 
with any propriety, a man patronizes and 
defends that, in which he does not delight 
in; nor can a man truly delight in that 
which his heart is not truly fincere in, 
for this is evidently contained in the af- 
fertion. ‘This property of Sincerity will 
be corroborated farther, if we confider 
this virtue does not fo much refpect the 
outward actions, as their {pring and mo. 
tives. Were we always minutely to re. 
gard the outward’ actions of men, with- 
out comparing antecedent with fubfequent 
relations, or to pay no attention to time, 
circumitances, and things; we fhould 
be very often led altray by our own weak. 
nefs, befides doing great injuftice to our 
fellow creatures. We thoutd often be 
liable to rob the imple honeft man of his 
Jaurel, and to cover the baldnefs of hy- 
pocrify, at the expence of henelty and 
truth. And although, perhaps, at all 
times a good intention will not juftify a 
bad action, yct when a man is truly fin 
cere, confideration will forgive haman 
frailty, and the foundation remain fure, 
theugh the fabric be demolifhed. 

But Sincerity is not only the foul, but 
the luftre and glory of all other virtues; 
yea it gives to virtue its reality, and 
makes it appear what it really is ; tike 
the foul to the body, it gives vigour to 
Tt always argues 
true greatnefs of mind, and is ufually! 
accompanied with undaunted cuurage and 
refolution. Though it muft be granted 
there are thofe, whofe adamantine hearts 
and feared canf{ciences ; or in other cafes 
fo inured to infolence and impudence, that 
nothing can move or touch them ; only 
with this difference, the hardened can 
never, like the ftones they refemble, feel 
for the moft fhocking reprefentation of 
mifery, whilethe open, the fincere heart, 
will bieed for the mifery of a fellow’s 
woe, 

Add to this again, Sincerity is always 
confiitent with itfelf ; “tis near at hand, 
dwells upon the lips, blazes in the coun- 
tenance; it is never afraid to publith to 
all the world the motives of action, though 
in this cafe it never obliges a man to pro- 
claim his frailties. 

Confider it then in whatever point of 
view you pleafe, it will appear as amiable 
on the one hand, as interefting on the 
other. Sincerity is as honourable, as 
flmefs is mean and defpicable. °Tis this 
which ticg and inviolably faftens the “ 
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It is the fource 


of love and friendthip. 
of confolation of every timely friendly 
aid. How often docs it difperie the 
clouds of black refentment, by the fun- 


thine of intelligent fatisfa&tion. Its ef- 
fe& is like a mirror, wherein each be- 
holds the weaknefs with the truth of his 
friend. While acquaintance is yet green, 
and knowledge cenfequently imperfect, 
Sincerity fifts her companion, the openly 
peaks the fentiments of her heart, and 
although flinefs, malice, prejudice, and 
envy, may confederate and condemn her 
for conceit and pride, the ftands unmov- 
able; while their afperfions like quick- 
filver upon glafs, are no fooner on than 
of. Envy may fhoot her envenomed ar- 
rows, malice may add poifon to the 
wound, but a man thus principled, will 
baffle the attempts of the mean, and blunt 
the edge of calumny ; will gain ftrength 
by ufe, and appear more beautiful by 
being fcrutinized. But of all the proper- 
ties of this moft noble virtue, perhaps no 
ene is a greater recommendation than its 
permanency. In oppofition to all her 
enemies, Sincerity being built upon truth, 
will make her way honourably through 
the world. The whited fepulchre, by the 
rough hand of time, is liable to be worn 
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out; but this will ftand and remain firm 
to the laft ; will prove a goo! foundation 
for an-unimpeachable confiience, coh- 
fequently for undifturbed happinets. "Tis 
then, as folid and lafting in its nature, as 
honourable, glorious, and advantageous 
in its effedts. 

Aniinated, then, on the one hand by 
a fenfe of the neceflity and effential utility 
of this virtue, and encouraged on the 
other by a defire to experience its falutary 
effets, let us patronize every fhoot of in- 
creafing Sincerity, while we ever prove 
affiduous in nipping the bud of hypocrify 
and deceit. And in order to fhine con- 
fpicuous in the poffeflion of this, let us 
firit get our confciences informed aright ; 
endeavour to aét agreeable to the dictates 
of the fame, and ever ftrive to make the 
concurring fuffrages of our inward mo- 
nitor, perfectly agree with the general 
tenor of outward actions—Ever remem- 
bering for caution and encouragement 


Bafe flinefs and falfity thame will at- 
tend, 
But Chriftian Sincerity peace without 


end, 
R——y B——p. 
Bristo, ACADEMY. 7 





For the WesTMINSTER MAGAZIN Ee 


NEW DESCRIPTION of diferent Parts of ARABIA FELIX. 


x 
In Letters from Major Roe@K® to his Friend. 


ee 
[See page 127 of our Magazine for laft Month.) 


Suddah, March 6, 1782. 
Dear FRIEND, 
J KNOW not whether the fatistaction I 

had, on arriving at this place, or that 
which I fhall receive on quitting it, will 
be the greateft: the forme: proceeded 
from its being the period of a tedious paf- 
fage from Mocha, the latter will arife 
from the pleafure one muft naturally feel 
at leaving a place that has not the means 
of affording any. 

I embarked at Mocha in a trankey of 
the fame kind as that which conveyed me 
from Morebat; and failing in the even- 
ing with a frefh breeze and rough fea, 
which I thought would fwallow up my 
little veffel, reached Hodeida the next 
afternoon : that place is in the kingdom 


of Sunnaa ; and being nearer to Betelfa- 
qui than Mocha, finps off much mere 
coffee for Juddah: the mafter of the vef- 
fel detained me here two days greatly 
againft my own will and his profeffions 
before we fet off ; he took at this place a 
pilot, as all the coafting veflels do; and 
being again embarked, we {riled at mid- 
night, and had a much higher fea than 
we experienced between Mocha and Ho- 
deida ; the fwell was fo great, that I 
doubted much whether our cockle thell 
would be able to live in it; we were 
toffed about in a very alarming marmer 

i and then arrived and 
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18 
breeze was at firft fair, but did not long 
continue fo, and almoft ever after, during 
our paflage, was contrary, and by that 
means it was protracted to eight and 
twenty days, though frequently perform- 
ed in eight orten, Our courfe lay along 
fhore betwixt the main Jand and a chain 
of little iflands, with which, as likewife 
- with rocks and fhoals the fea abounds in 
this part ; and for that reafon it is the 
practice with all thefe veflels to anchor 
every evening : we generally brought up 
elofe to the fhore, and the land breeze 
{pringing up about midnight, wafted to 
us the perfumes of Arabia, with which 
it was ftrongly impregnated and very fra- 
grant; the latter part of it, carried us 
off in the morning, and continued till 
eight, when it generally fell calm for 
two or three hours, and after th.t the 
northerly wind fet in, often obliging us 
to anchor under the lee of the land by 
noon; it happened that one morning 
when we had been driven by ftrefs of 
weather into a {mall bay called Birk Bay, 
the country around it being inhabited by 
the Budoos, the Noquedah fent his peo- 
ple on fhore to get water, for which it is 
always cultemary to pay; the Budoos 
were as the people thought, rather too ex- 
erbitant in theirdemands, and not chuf- 
ing to comply with them, returned to 
make their report to their mafter: on 
hearing it, rage immediately feized him, 
and determined to have the water’on his 
own terms, or perighyin the attempt, he 
buckled on his armov, and attended by 


his myrmidons, —- their match- 


Jock guns asd lances, ing Peenty in 
number, they rowed to land: -my 
Arabian fervant, who wept on fhore with 
the firft party, and faw that the Budoos 
were difpofed for fighting, told me that I 
fhould certainly fee a battle ; J according- 
y looked on very anxioufly, hoping that 
the fortune of the day would be cn the 
fide of my friends, but heaven ordained 
it otherwife ; for after a parley of about 
a quarter of an hour, with which the 
Budoos amufed them tilbgear an hundred 
were aflembled, they proceeded to the at- 
@ack and rou:ed the failgys, who made a 
precipitate retreat, thgssNoquedah and 
two having fallen in thg#ftion, and feve- 
sal being wounded.; the¥ contrived how- 
ever to bring off their dead ; and the 
group around the body of the Noquedah 
was truly moving ; bef expretied by 
all, teftified the reg bore him, but 
3h none was fo fir arked as in the 
furrowed face of ai ¢, who looked 


Battle between the Arabs and Budoos. 


on with filent anguifh, while a tear trick. 
led down his cheek. Theweather oblig. 
ed us to pafs that and the following day 
in the difagiecable neighbourhood of our 
enemies; aud my Arabian fervant Ma. 
hommed, in whole compofition fear was 
a principal ingredient, took great pains to 
reprefent to me how praéticable a thing it 
would be for the Budoos to cut us of in 
the night, fince they would not have above 
a ftone’s throw to fwim ; and being fonv. 
merous, might cafily board the trankey 
when every body was afleep ; I affented 
very readily to what he fad, and ftrongly 
recommending to him to keep a gocd 
look-out, doubted not but that his vigi- 
lance would render my repofe fecure. 
Throughout this affair I could not but 
admire the {pirit of my fellow travellers, 
although overpowered by numbers, they 
had unfortunately loft the day ; and the 


geneious forrow exprefled by them onthe | 


death of their leader, gave me a‘ good 
opinion of their humanity and feélings ; 
but an aét of favage cruelty they com- 
mitted three days after, entirely removed 
it. 

One of the failors died of his wounds, 
and at two o’clock they anchored near the 
Jand, and went on fhore to bury him; 
three Budoos of a different tribe from 
thofe they had fought with, came down 
to the beach out of curiofity, and ftood 
by as fpeétators of the ceremony, which 
being ended, the failors, who were twelve 
in number, turned to thefe poor innocent 
fellows, told them that the man whom 
they had buried, was killed by fome 
Budods, and in revenge facrificed thefe 
people to his manes, ftabbing and mang- 
Iing them in an horrid manner ; they re- 
turned to the veflel exulting, and think- 
ing they had performed a gallant aétion, 
feemed as they told their tale to demand 
from every one. a finile of approbation, 
but not being able to give them one, I 
afked Mahemmed, who joined them in 
the general joy, how fuch an a@ion could 
pleafe him; he replied, that they had 
done yery right, for their book ordered 
them always to kill an equal number of 
the fame kind of people as had killed any 
of theirs: as a punifhment to him for 
theie tenets, I was not forry that he had 
again a night of fear and watching ; for 
towards duik we difcovered a large body 
of Budoos on the fhore; this put him on 
thorns, and the idea of being cut off, did 
not (I believe) fuffer him to get a wink of 
fleep allnight, We left this bloody coalt 
on the morning following, and Hopping 
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~ Defcription 


at a place calted Confidah to get water, 
meeting with ftrong gales from the north, 
which obliged us to remain at anchor for 
days together ; but without any more ad- 
yentures or blood-fhed, we arrived here. 

Tired with being cooped up fo long in 
a {mall veffel, and anxious to purfue my 
route, I landed at this place with the hopes 
of leaving it ina day or two, an.l have 
been detained near fix weeks, waiting for 
the failing of the annual Suez fleet, re- 
commended to me as the moft eligible, 
or indeed the only fafe mode of going 
thither. ‘2 

When I fay of Juddah, that it is terra 
fenza frutti & popolo fenxa Fede, I be- 
lieve I give you a pretty jult defcription 
of it; but to enter into a more minute 
one, I muft inform you that it is an old 
and ill-built town, furiounded by a broken 
and ruinous wall, having no fort, nor 
any guns mounted ; it is fituated nearly 
mid-way betwixt Mocha and Suez, on 
the eaftern coaft of the Red Sea, and is 
a place of the greateft trade on it: the 
commerce between Arabia and Europe 
here meets, and is interchanged ; the 
former fending her gums, drugs, coffee, 
&c. which are brought in finall veffels 
from the whole extent of the coaft, as far 
as Boffora in the Perfian Gulf, and from 
Eurepe come cloths, iron, furs and other 
articles, by way of Cairo: the revenue 
arifing from the duties on thefe is fhared 
by the Grand Signor and Xerif of Mecca, 
to whom this place jointly belongs: it 
was formerly tributary to the Grand Sig- 
nor only; but the latter, whofe domi- 
nions furround it, feized on it; the af- 
fair however being compromifed between 
them, they now fhare the profits of the 
port; the former fends annually a Pacha 
to fupport his prenfions, and colleét the 


revenue ; the latter deputes a governor. 


who is termed the Viz Xerif, and has 
the chief power and authority here: the 
man who at prefent in that capacity dif- 
penfes law and juftice, is an Abyflinian 
eunuch, and was a flave in the late Xerii’s 
family. 

The people here are not quite fo black 
as at Mocha, having a yeilowith tinge 
in their complexions: their way of liv- 
ing is much the fame as there ; they fit 
cro{s-legged on the ground at their meals, 
wath, pray, drink coffee, and fmoke hoo- 
kah five times in the day. There are 
feveral coffee-houfes which are always 
full ; the common people there drink their 
dith of coffee together as our’s would their 
pot of beer at an alehoufe. The women 
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feem to have rather more liberty than at 
Mocha, as I fee many of them walking 
about the ftreets : but the appearance they 
make is fo extraordinary, that at firit I 
was doubtful in what genus toclafs them ; 
they wear loofe cloth trowlers and yellow 
Euffar boots, have veils of white linen 
over their faces, reaching almoft to the 
ground, with only two {mall flits for the 
eyes, and wrap themfelves ina large loofe 
plaid of coarfe cloth; they have a variety 
of gold and filver trinkets round their 
arms and Jegs, and wear necklaces of 
finall pieces of money tirung ;_all thefe 
make a jingle like bells as they walk ; 
through one of their noftrils they wear a 
ving with a flat plate on it like a coat but- 
ton, and dye their hands red with an herb 
that grows in the country ; they are as 
fond of fmoaking hookah as the men ; 
and when they vifit always take it along 
with them. 

Being near the fountain. head of their 


faith, the people here are great bigots to . 


their religion, and of couife inveterate 
enemies to the Chriftians; any ftranger 
of that clafs is fure of being infulted in 
the ftreets, uniefs he has a guard with 
him; they are not allowed to go ovt of 
the gate leading to Mecca; and in their 
drefs, mutt be careful to avoid green or 
white, two colours facred to Muflulmen ; 
and even of thefe, fuch only as are de- 
f{cended from Mahomet, may wear the 
green turban ; nor are we thought by 
them to be worthy the honour of mount- 
ing an horfe; for'they fay as our pio- 
phet contented himfelf with riding an afs, 
his followers have no right to be better 
mounted ; but as the jack-afs is an ani- 
mal whofe paces I don’t much admire, I 
take my exercife on foot, and can only 
walk for a fhort way by the fea fice ; 
though as the country around is all a 
defart, I do not regret that I cannot pe- 
netrate into it: the only circumftance 
from which I have received any fatistac- 
tion during my ftay here is, the tempe- 
rature of the air, which with fea bathing, 
has agreed very well with my northern 
conftitution: the thermometer having ge- 
nerally been below 70. 

About a quarter of a mile north of 
the town is a white building called Eve’s 
fepulchre ; and they tell you that fhe was 
certainly buried there, and that her grave 
is twenty feet in length, which they de- 
termine to have been the ftandard height 
of mankind at that early periad of the 
world ; the two Avabick words oumana 
houa, hgnifying Eve the mother of ail, 
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are inferibed on the building; they go 
every Sabbath to pray there, but will not 
fuffer a Chrittian to vifitit. The two mott 
valuable productions of this country are 
balm of Gilead and Senna, the former is 
extracted froma tree which grows amongft 
the mountains, the latier is a fhrub found 
near Mecca. 

Our merchants in India ufed to fend 
annually fhips from Bengal and other 
parts to Juddah, but the arbitrary impo- 
ditions lad on the goods, and the frauds 
they experienced from the pecple, has 
made them entirely difcontinue this com- 
meree: a molt glaring inftance of villany 
in the Prince of the country, and his 
Lord Lieutenant of Juddah ftands fore- 
moft on the latter lit; they jointly bought 
tite cargo of an Englith thip worth near 
50,000/. took the goods, and engaged to 
pay the money in a few days; but the 
fupercargo, after repeated applications, 
was obliged to return to India, having 
only the Xerif’s bill, payable the follow- 


* Impofitions of the Natives. 


ing fummer; accordingly he returned 
was very prefling for the money, but met ° 
with no better fuccefs than before, and 
only received a frefh bill, with pofitive 
affurances that he fhould be paid the fol. 
lowing year; it happened that before h's 
return, both the Xertf and his Vizir were 
dead, and when he applied for payment 
of the bill to the reigning Xerif, who was 
fon to the former, he flatly refufed to pay 
a farthing, faying, that as the debt was 
incurred hy his father, his father only was 
aniwerable for it, that it was true he was 
dead, but the body was at his fervice, 
and if it would be any fatisfa&tion to the 
creditors, he was very welcome to carry 
it to Bengal with him. 

A place, where the natural advantages 
are fo few and the moral defe&ts fo great, 
cannot you may fuppofe, be a pleafing 
one to fpend much time at; 1 promife you 
I am impatient to quit it, and turn my 
face northward. Adieu. 
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Or CHEAR 
TT HE more we fuitably exercife our 

rational powers, the mcre we fhal! 
be convinced that the proper ftudy of 
mankind is man, it is therefore from 
fome obfervations and reflections upon 
the appearances and condu& of the hu- 
man {pecies, that I now beg leave to offer 
a few theughts on Chearfulneis. 

Chearfulnefs is the perfect contraft to 
Melancholy, and confitts in being and 
appearing habitually pleafant and lively. 

Whoever obferves the countennnces of 
mankind will eafily perceive, that an ha- 
bitual gloom or dulnefs fits upon a great 
part of them, and as this truth is con- 
firmed by daily exverience, thofe who 
‘turn their thoughts this way are naturally 
Jed to enquire the reafons for fuch a dif- 
agrecable appearance, 

And no fooner do we refle& upon the 
‘fubject, than we ore fully convinced that 
habitual -gloomincis is not natural toa 
great part of ‘thofe who appear fos for 
although it is certain that fUveral ave of a 
melancholy temperature, others abound 
‘with bile or phleem, and tome on ac- 
count of the jauncice, all tchefe are almott 
unavoidably funk into dulnefs, yet a lit- 
tle reflection wpun ‘the tubject will de- 


TER Macazine. 
FULNESS, 


nonftrate, that a great number are gloomy 
from caufes which they might have pre- 
vented, or have it in thew power to re- 
move, or greatly to leffen the bad effects 
of. Thus for infance in moft countries, 
but particularly in England, gluttcny 
and indolence are two great fources of 
melancholy ; a fedentary life frequently 
brings it on, all which would not hive 
happened had temperance, and plentiful 
exercife heen atrended to; but above all, 
the moft general and pernicious caules 
of melancholy are inymoderate gyief and 
diftrefling anxiety. ‘Thefe are the Scylla 
and Charibdis which have often proved 
fo dettruétive to the beft of men and the 
brighteft ornaments of fociety. 

And here if I were to fet forth the 
many dreadful effe&ts of indulged melan- 
chuly, it would take wp top much of your 
time, as well as moft-of them be antici- 
pated by intelligent perfons, I fhall there- 
fore only lriefly remark, that befides 
giving a difvelith to moft of the laudable 
and ipmocent purfuits and enjoyments of 
life, and making the gloomy perfon a 
burden to himielf and his acquaintances, 
it not only very frequently produces cov- 
fumptions, the dropiy, jaundice, and 
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many other chronical difeafes, but alfo, 
it very long continued, the difmal con- 
cluding fcene either exhibits an idiot, a 
frantic perfun, or (what is too often the 
cafe) a fuicide. 

Further, it has often been remarked, 
that every virtue or excellence has its op- 
pofice and its counterfeits. Tie oppoiice 
to Chearfulnefs I have already enla ged 
upon, it therefore remains that I ipeak a 
litle concerning its counterfeits. 

And it is to be obferved, thar the num- 
ber of counterfeits will be in proportion 
to the worth of the things imitated, con- 
fequently it is not the leaft turprizing 
that fuch a pleafing excellence as Chear- 
fulnels fhould have fo many, hence then 
the punfter, the bluitering buily, the 
grinning fimpleton, the fimpering prade, 
and clamorous bachanaiian, all think 
themfelves chearfui and fprightly perfons, 
but their intemperate and noify merri- 
ments and difguitful affe€&tation plainly 
difcover, that they are as far from true 
Chearfulnefs as a mountebank from a 
phyfician, a pedant from a fcholar, or a 
top trom a gentleman. 

It is alfo true, that many perfons who 
have been extremely anxious to be thouzht 
chearful, have fallen into levity or child- 
ifhnefs ; hence therefore becaufe this has 
often been the cafe, many dull, four and 
injudicious perfons have mifcalled Chear- 
fuluefS by thefe names; they will alfo 
fay, becaufe the chearful man does not 
continually fhew his fympathetic fenfa- 
tions by a difmal countenance and fre- 
quent weeping, that he is a perfon of !it- 
tle or no feeling. It is really aitonifhing 
that there fhould be any diflikers of fuch 
an engaging accomplifhment as Chear- 
fulnefs; but fince there have been, and 
are fuch, [ think.a celebrated poet has 
july gwen their general-charaéter in the 
tuliowing lines : 


Some men there are thro’ ignorance or 
pride, . 

Will with the fternnefs of a Cynic chide, 

Void of good nature and good manners 
too, 

bar fourly cenfure ev'ry thing you 
Oe e 

But leaving fech perfons in the barren 

regions of dulnefs let us afcend to the 

delectable mount of Chearfulnefs, and 

we thall then find, that contrary to me 

lancholy, affeftation and levity, true 


‘Chriftian Chearfelnefs arifes from an af- 


furance or well-grounded hope that we 
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ave accepted with God, and fhall here- 
after enjoy boundlefs biifs, and behold 
the maotchlefs glories ef heaven to all eter- 
nity. The happy experience and delight- 
ful contemptation upon fuch things as 
thefe, are calculated not merely to calm 
the tumultuous paffions, and produce a 
fweer ferenity in the foul, but alfo to make 
the heart leap for joy, and fhould excite 
all who experience them, to exprefs the 
excellency of religion, and their deligiir- 
ful tinfations, by an habitual pleafint 
and lively countenance and behaviour. 

Having faid thus much, periiaps fsme 
perfons may be ready to Tuggeft, that our 
heavenly and pertes&t Exemplar was never 
feen to laugh, and that the wife king fays, 
“| Muth is vanity, and the end of it 
heavinefs.” As to the firll, I beg leave 
to reply inthe words of the infpired Pro- 
verbialiit, ** that forrow is better than 
Jaughter,”” (i. e. immoderate) and that 
laughter is madnefs (i. e. often like it} 
if therefore we confider the deprefled con- 
dition of our Redeemer, we fhall fee the 
greateft propriety in his conduét, and 
that notwithitanding this he might be 
cheartul. Nor thould the practice of De- 
mocritus (though in other relpects a wife 
man) tn the leaft excite us to imitate 
him, fince his condudt in this particular 
was certainly more abfurd than even th.t 
of Heraclitus. Refdes this, let it be re- 
membered, that laughter, fo far from be- 
ing an effential part of Chearfulnefs, is 
rather a diferice to it, fince there area 
great number both of moderate and ex- 
ceffive laugheis, who never enjoyed be- 
nign Chearfulnefs. As to the fcond, it 
is io be obferved, that Soloman is there 
fpeaking of fenfual, exceflive, or fooltth 
mirth; for in other places where he is 
{peaking of innocent and orderly mirth, 
he fays, that “* a merry heart dces good 
like a medicine;” that * it makes a 
chearful countenance, and is a continual 
feait.”” It is further to he noted, that 
mirth is only an a& of Chearfulnefs, 
woereas Chearfulnefs is habitual fpright- 
linefs ; fo that the latter is greatly fuperior 
to the former. 

But I will moft readily grant, that we 
fhould not always be fitting with chaplets 
of Howers round our heads; becaufe often 
there are times and occafions to mourp 
and weep both for ourfelves and others, 
and then the countenance muft be changed 
into the folemn and forrowful. Yet, al- 
though this may be frequently the cafe, I 
truft all wiil ailow that this does nut ne- 
ceflarily exclude or deitroy Caearfulnefs ; 
for, 
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for, if the habit be deeply fixed in our 
minds by long practice, we may, when 
the times of forrowing are over, return to 
our ufual livelinets, and enjoy the tweets 
of it. Cheacfulnefs has often been called 
habitual graticude to the Deity, and in- 
deed when {pringing from its pure fource, 
may juitly be fo termed, tince it not only 
fhews an hearty approval of what the 
fupreme Being has done, but alfo the 
countenance and carriage exhibits to dif- 
cerning perfons a deligatful and thankful 
fenfe of his goodnef> It alfo makes us 
more ft for devotional exerciles, enables 
us to perform the various duties of lite 
with much more pleiure to ourfelves 
and fatisfaction to others; it gives an 
aptitude to ttudy ; a promptitude to the 
imagination ; a ftveet relifh te all enjoy- 
ments of life, and greatly lefleas and 
foftens the afflictions we may be under, 
ChearfulnetS is alfo acknowledged by all 
phyficians to be one of the beit things for 
giving blooming health as well as pre- 
venting and curing difeaics: in fhort, it 
cannot but benefit every one, fince the 
general experience of perfons of every 
age and nation has proved it as extenlive- 
ly, ufeful as it is continually pleating. 


Memoirs of Betterton. 


Seeing, therefore, that melancholy 
and dulnefs are fo contrary to nature 
hurtful to ourfelves, difpleafing to eur 
acquaintances, baneful to fociety, and 
dithonourable to religion; but on the 
contrary, man by being made fo fenfble 
of pleafures is formed for Chearfulnefs, 
and it has every advantage both with re. 
{pect to the body as well as the mind, 
Let us admire it in others, and exert our 
moft ftrenuous endeavours to attain and 
cultivate it in ourfelves ; and to clofe all 
I thall prefent you with the following 
fhort poetical defcription of it: 


Sweet Chearfulnels has fuch attra@tive 
charms, 

It draws etteem from thofe it never 
warms 5 

Has pow’r each care and paffion to con- 
troul, 

Brightens the mind and animates the 
foul ; 

Calis ev'ry thought, infpirits ev'ry 
grace, 

Glows in the heart and files upon the 
face. 
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MEMOIRS or BETTERTON, 


CELEBRATED ACTOR. 


THE 


{From DRAMATIC MISCELLANIES, by Tuomas Davies.] 


THE Compilers of the Biographia 
-Britannica, a work which confers 
honour upon themfelves and the nation, 
have very affiduoufly Ixboured to clear 
up the obfcurities in which the life of this 
eminent man isinvolved. In a matter of 
great difficulty, and where fo Jittle authen- 
tic information can be obtained, it is not 
furprizing that a few miltakes fhould 
efcape the moft inquilitive diligence. I 
fhall endeavour to rectify fome errors in 
that work, and to throw light on certain 
fa&s, which have, through length of 
time, been fomewhat darkened. 

I do not find, that, in the article of 
Betterton, the writers of this valuable 
work have made any ufe of Downs’s 
Rofcius Anglicanus; and, though it 
muft be conteffed that Downs is very 
confufed and inaceurate, yet, as he is 
almoft the only writer on the ftage fora 
long period, fome valuabie matter may, 


with curious fearching, be picked out of 
his pamphlet. His authority, relating to 
the age of Betterton, muft give piace to 
the more authentic teftimony of Southern, 
adduced in the Biographia, who, it feems, 
had his intelligence from the mouth of 
the great actor himfelf, By this account, 
he was born in 1635, though Downs 
places his birth three years later; and 
this feems a little furprifing, as the Rof- 
cius Anglicanus was publifhed in the life 
time of Betterton, who mult have con- 
verfed with the author almoit continuaily 
from 1662 to 1706, the date of his Nar- 
rative. 

The marriage of Betterton with Mrs. 
Saunderfon is fixed, in the Biographia 
Britannica and Biographia Dramatica, to 
the year 1670. But the exact time 18 
very uncertain: it appears, from Downs, 
thet the Villain, a wagedy, and Shak- 
Speare’s Henry the Eighth, were ae 
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Theatrical Hiftery: 


at the duke’s theatre, before the plague 
of London in 1665; and the name of 
Mis. Betterton is placed to Belmont in 
the Villain, and to Queen Katharine in 
Henry the Eighth ; confequently the mar- 
riage mult have taken place five years 
fvoner than the time fettled by thefe wri- 
ters. It muft be obferved, that, though 
Mrs. Saunderfon was very young when 
married to Betterton, fhe retained the 
appellation of miftrefs 5; mademoifelle, 
or mifs, * though re amongtt 
people of fafhion in Eng and, about the 
latter end of Charles the Second’s reign, 
was not familiar to the middle clafs of 
people tll a much later time, nor in ufe 
amongft the players till toward the latter 
end of King William’s reign. Mifs 
Crofs was the firft of the ttage-miffes : 
the is particularly noticed in Joe Haines’s 
epilogue to Farquhar’s Love and a Bot- 
tle. 

It is generally allowed, that the fupe- 
rior fuccefs of the king’s theatre obliged 
the duke of York’s company to have re- 
courfe to fpectacle and mulic; and this, 
fays Cibber, introduced that fpecies of 
reprefentation called drama‘ic operas. I 
have heard, from the bett information of 
fome very old perfons, who lived in the 
reign of Charles II, that Betterton, as a 
general aftor, was fuperior to any one 
comedian of his time. But Hart and 
Mohun, the great actors of the king's 
houfe, had Kynafton, Winterfel, and 
feveral other original players in tragedy, 
to fecond them; nor were the comic ac- 
tors of the king’s houfe much inferior to 
thofe of the duke’s. 

Dryden and Lee, the two court-poets, 
wrote for the king’s theatre, while that 
was in a flourifhing ftate. Hart's falary, 
we are told in the Biogr. Brit. was 31. 
per week. This mult be undertlood to 
be independent of the profits arifing from 
his thare in the houfe, clothes, and {cenes : 
for the principal performers of that theatre 
were fharers; and Downs fays, that, at 
the end of a playing-feafon, they fome- 
times divided amongtt them roo09!. ‘each. 

The declenfion of the king’s theatre 
mult not folely be afcribed to the grow- 
ing tafte for operas, mufic, and dancing. 
About the year 1680, they had loft, by 
ceath or retirement from the ftage, feve- 
ral aclars of great merit ; Burt, Winter- 
fel, Cartwright, Lacy, and others; be- 
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fides, the declining age of the great ma- 
fters in their profetlion, Hart and Mohun, 
rendered them lefs capable of action than 
in the prime and vigour of life; the 
young actors, too, fuch as Goodman 
and Clarke, were become impatient to 
get pofletfion of the principal characters. 
More than all thie, 1 fufpect’a rupture to 
have taken place between Hart and Mo- 
hun ; for, in the agreement, figned, Oct. 
14, 1681, between Dr. Davenant, Tho, 
Betterton, Gent. and Wm. Smith, Gent, 
on the one part, and Charles Bart and 
Edward Kynafton on the other; the in- 
tent of which was to effect an union of 
the two companies ; no notice whatever 
is taken of Mohun, who acted after Hart's 
death, in 1682, at the king’s theatre, in 
the ficlt play written by Southern, called 
the Perfian Prince. Nell Gwin in the 
fame play reprefented a principal charac- 
ter. 

The time, when the companics were 
united, the author of Betterton’s article, 
in the Biogr. Brit. rightly fays was un- 
certain. He fufpects that the union was 
not effected till 1636; but, by looking 
on the date of Dryden and Lee’s Duke of 
Guife, the firft edition, which was print- 
ed in 1683, by the utle-page and the 
dramatis perfonz, I find, that Betterton 
and company were then in pofleffion of 
the king's theatre. 

Betterton was efteemed a very able ne- 
gotiator, and was certainly very inftru- 
mental in bringing about the union of 
the companies. His conduct, on this 
occafion, did not efcape cenfure; I fup- 
pofe chiefly from Mohun and thofe who 
oppofed the junétion, and perlifted to aét 
in oppofition to Betterton at the king’s 
theatre, though they had loft Hart and 
Kynalton ; but all unprejudiced perfons 
will clear him from any reprehenfion, for 
endeavouring to bring about what was 
become abfolutely neceflary. King 
Charles himfelf, it is faid, approved and 
recommended the treaty for an union. 

The misfortune which Betterton fuf- 
tained, by lofing the greatett part of his 
fortune in a venture to the Eatt-Indies, 
is very exaétly related in the Biographia 
Britannica. His behaviour, on this me- 
morable occation, refleéts honour on the 
magnanimity of his mind : his taking in- 
to his houfe, and educating at his own 
expence, the daughter of his ruined fr.end 

Aa who 


* Mifs was formerly underftood to mean a woman of pleafure ; fo Dryden, in his 


epilogue to the Pilgrim, written in 1700 :° 


Milles there were, but modeltly eonceal’d, 



























































186 + Account of Rich, Powel, 


who had engaged him in the unhappy 
adventure, places him in a rank with 
Satyrus, the Greek comedian, whofe ge- 
nerofity to the captive daughters of his 
dead hoft I have related in my obferva- 
tions on the fecond act of Hamlet. ‘The 
daughter of Betterton’s unhappy friend 
was married to Mr. Bowman, whom I 
have often had occafion to mention; fhe 
was admired as a very fine woman and a 
pleafing actrefs. The ftage, perhaps, 
never produced four fuch handfome wo- 
men at once, as Mrs. Barry, Mrs. Brace- 
girdle, Mrs. Montford, and Mrs. Bow- 
man: when they- appeared together, in 
the laft fcene of the Old Batchelor, the 
audience was ftruck with fo fine a groupe 
of beauty, and broke out into loud ap- 
laules. 

It is to be lamented that Betterton, 
when aéting-manager, and conftantly Ja- 
bouring to pleafe the public in a variety 
of characters, fhould have {fo little real 
influence and fo {mall a portion of the 
profits; this great actor’s falary never 
rifling to more than 41. per week. Chriito- 
pher Rich, father to the late John Rich, 
fq. of Covent garden, poffeffed the 
greateft fhare of the patent; and, if we 
may believe Coliey Cibber, he employed 
all his arts to diltrefs the actors, though 
not really to benefit himfelf. In fhort, 
Cibber makes him out a man who had 
neither con{cience nor ability: he draws 
{fo hateful a character of obfinacy, low 
cunning, tyranny, and perverfene{s, that 
humanity would induce us to fuppofe the 
writer had drawn a caricatura rather than 
a real portrait. Yet Cibber and the fon 
of this man, I well remember, always 
appeared to live on very friendly terms, 
even after the publication of the Apology. 
It was my ill fortune, it feems, to dif- 
pleafe the family of John Rich, by attri- 
buting to him, in my Memoirs of Mr. 
Garrick, fome whimfical peculiarities, 
which, ‘at the fame time, I {aid were ow- 
ing to the neglect of his education. My 
afcribing to him feveral amiable qualities, 
befides commending his profeffional abi- 
Jities at large, did not, it feems, appeafe 
their anger; but, they fhould confider, I 
was not writing the lives of the faints. 

To return to Betterton. Rich and his 
partners carried their oppreffion of the 
players to fuch a height, that an applica- 
tion to the throne, for redre{s, became 
abfolutely neceflary. The nobility, and 
all perfons of eminence, favoured the 
¢aufe of the comedians; the generous 
Poriet introduced Betterton, Mis, Barry, 








and Mrs. Verbruggen. 


Mrs. Bracegirdle, and others, to the 
king, who granted them an audience, 
William, though deficient in the charm 
of affability and condefcenfion, with 
which Charles, his uncle, captivated all] 
who approached him, was yet ready to 
extend his favour to the players. He 
was not difpleafed to {ee in his prefence 
two fuch wonders in the theatrical world 
as Betterton and Mrs. Barry, whofe keen 
expreffive looks commanded attention and 
re{pect. Wélliam, who had freed all the 
fubjects of England from flavery, except 
the inhabitants of the mimical world, 
refcued them alfo from the infolence and 
tyranny of their oppreffors. 

In a note, in the Biog. Brit. relating 
to Powell, who was vain enough to think 
himfelf a rival to Betterton, this player is 
treated with too much contempt. Cib- 
ber, though an enemy, does not rate 
him fo Jow as this writer, but attributes 
his wot rifing to a greater degree of per- 
fection, in his profeflion, to too much 
confidence, to idlenefs, and to intemper- 
ance. Though Addifon, in the Specta- 
tor, animadverts upon Powell's tragic 
extravagances in fome fituations of cha- 
racter, upon the whole he highly com- 
mends him ; nor would the difficult part 
of Oreftes, in the Diftreffled Mxther, have 
been put into his hands, by Wilks, Dog- 
get, and Cibber, if Addifon and the au- 
thor had not chofen him for the part. 

Another note, in the fame Biographia, 
mentions Mrs. Montford and Mrs. Ver- 
bruggen as belonging to Rich’s company 





of comedians. The writer did not know, 
er at leaft had forgotten, that Mrs. Mont- ‘ 
ford was, by her fecond marriage, be- 
come Mrs, Verbruggen. ‘This admira- 
ble comic actrefs died in child-bed, 1703. 
After Betterton had, for feveral years, 
acted us chief manager, under King Wil- 
liam’s patent, at the theatye in the ‘Ten- 
nis-court, Lincoln’s inn-fields, with va- 
rious fuccefs, he found that age and dif- 
eafes, accompanied with frequent fits of 
the gout, advanced fo fat upon him, that 
he was obliged to refign the management 
of the theatre, and to act only particular 
parts as often as his health would permit. 
By his two laft benefits he is thought to 
have gained near rp0o]. and yet his cir- 
cumttances, at his death, were reproach. 
ful to an age of which he was fo great an 
ornament. He died April 28, 1710, 
and was buried in Weltmintter-abbey. 
Steele’s reflections, in his Tatler of May 
the 2d, on Betterton’s funeral, are writ- 
ten with the tender feelings of a - 
F anc 
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Valuable Qualities of Betterton. 


and in a ftyle dignified with fentiment 
and pathos. ; 

Mrs. Betterton was the faithful cotnpa- 
anion and fellow-labourer of this great 
comedian for more than five-and-forty 
years. She excelled in comedy and tra- 
gedy ; and was, according to Cibber, fo 
fuperior in reprefenting fome of Shak- 
{peare’s characters, efpecially Lady Mac- 
beth, that even Mrs. Barry could not 
approach her in fome particular touches 
of the madnefs incidental to that part. 
Her underftanding was folid, and her 
addrefs gentle and polite ; while her huf- 
band inftructed the noble male-performers 
in Crown’s Califto, acted at court in 
1675, Mrs. Betterton gave leffons to the 
princefles Mary and Anne, daughters of 
James duke of York, and Mrs, Sarah 
Jennings, afterwards the famous dutchels 
of Mariborough. She likewife taught 
the princefs Anne the part of Semandra, 
in the tragedy of Mithridates, which was 
alfo acted at court. Betterton was natu- 
rally of a chearful difpofition, and had a 
very high confidence in Providence. The 
wife was of a thoughtful and melancholy 
temper; fhe was fo ftrongly affected with 
his death that fhe ran diitracted, though 
the appeared rather a prudent and conftant 
than a fond and patfionate wife. They 
had no children : William Betterton, faid 
to be his fon by fome miftaken writers, 
who was drowned in bathing, at Wal- 
lingford, in 1662, was a man very near 
as old as himf-lf, as will appear on con- 
fulting Downs; nor is it known that he 
was at all related to our Betterton. 

A lady, intimately acquainted with 
Mrs. Betterton, amongft other particu- 
lars which the communicated to the com- 
pilers of the Biographia Britannica, in- 
tormed them, that, fome time before her 
death, fhe recovered her fenfes.. Pity it 
is, that the fame lady did not inform 
them of the exact time when fhe died. 
The Biographia Dramatica afferts, poli- 
tively, that the left the world fix months 
after the death of her hufband; in the 
Biographia Britannica, it is more cauti- 
oufly faid, that, according to the beft in- 
formation, the died within that time. But, 
that fhe was alive about thirteen months 
after, viz, June 4, 1711, I thall prove, 
from the following playhoufe advertife- 
ment, taken from the original edition of 
zhe Spectator : 


At the particular defire of feveral ladies 
of quality. 
For the benefit of the widow of the late 
tamous tragedian, Mz. Betterton, 
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At the Theatre-royal in Drury-lane, this 
prefent Monday, the 4th of June, 


Will be prefented a comedy, called the 
Man oF Mobs, or Sir Foplin Flutter. 


Betterton’s character, as an actor, is 
drawn by Cibber in fo matterly a ftyle, 
that nothing equal to it, on the fubject of 
acting, is to be found, I believe, in any 
language. Though to attempt any ad- 
dition, to Cibber’s complete enumeration 
of Betterton’s talents, would be imper- 
tinent, and, at this diltance of time, ri- 
diculous, to pick up a few particulars, 
relating to this extraordinary man, from 
books and oral tradition, may not be al- 
together unentertaining. 

_ Betterton was not only celebrated for 
his polite behaviour to the dramatic wri- 
ters of his time, butalfo his great modefty, 
in not prefuming to underftand any cha- 


‘racters which they offered to him till he 


had their repeated inftiuctions. Befides 
this, I find him commended, in fome 
verfes publifhed in the State-poems, for 
his humanity, in opening his purde, to 
fuch writers whofe wants ftood in need 
of his affiftance, and till the fuccefs of 
their piece on a third night enabled then 
to repay their kind lender. I remember 
that he is, in one poem, called, the poets 
banker. Unlike Colley Cibber, he treat- 
ed authors with good nature and good 
manners, never afluming haughty and 
infolent behaviour. By his and Mrs. 
Barry’s fuperior exertions, many an in- 
different play paffed on the public, in 
acting, for a work of-merit, the wonder- 
ful {kill of the actor fupplying all defici- 
encies. The dramatic writers of thole 
times appear to have been fully convinced 
of his inclination and abilities to forward 
their works on the ftage. Some of them 
have left teftimonies of their deference to 
his judgment and regard for his friend- 
fhip ; particularly Dryden in the begin- 
ning of his preface to Don Sebaitian, and 
Rowe in the latter part of Shak{peare’s 
Lite. 

Nothing can give us a higher idea of 
the fweetnefs of his temper, and of hs 
great affability, than the effect his bela- 
viour produced on Pope, who, when fit 
brought into his company, muft have 
been very young, and, in all probability, 
aimere boy. So charmed was Pope with 
the good old man, and he with Pope, 
that, at his requeft, Bezierton fat to him 
for his picture, which he drew in oil. 
This curicfity is ftill to be feen at Caen- 
wood, in the pofleifion of Lord Muns- 
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field. So eager was Pope to enlarge Bet- 
terton’s fame, that he publifhed, in his 
Mifcellany, the Prologues of Chaucer 
modernized, in his name; but the true 
modernizer, we have reafon to believe, 
was Pope himfelf: Fenton, we are told 
by Dr. Johnfon, offered him five pounds 
if he would produce thofé poems in Bet- 
terton’s hand-writing. 

From Pope's literary correfpondence 
with Mr. Cromwell, it appears, he had 
informed him that he intended to take care 
of Betterton’s remains, meaning, | fup- 
pole, this good-natured pofthumous for- 
gery. Pope, in a P. S. to one of his 
letters, writes thus: This letter of deaths 
puts me in mind of poor Betterton’s! over 
whom I would have this fentence of *Tul'y 
for an epitaph, which will ferve for his 
moral as well as his theatrical capacity. 

That Betterton was much refpected and 
efteemed, by perfons of the higheft rank and 
greateft eminence, cannot be queftioned. 
By his intereft with Lord Dorfet and other 
noblemen, a patent was granted for the 
building a new theatre. Congreve con- 
defcended to accept a fhare in this play- 
houfe, and to be a joint manager with 
Betterton ; but Congreve afterwards fpurn- 
ed the low degrees by which he rofe to di- 
ftinstion, md, in his anfwer to Collier, 
pretty plainly cgndemns thofe who occa. 
fioned his playhoufe connection. 

It is faid, that this author wrote an oce 
cafional prolegue, which was fpoken by 
Mrs. Bracegirdie, as Mr. Rowe did an 
epilogue, fpoken by Mrs. Barry, on the 
benefit-night of Betterton, April, 1709; 
but, although the epilogue remains a latt- 
ing teftimony of the author's fincere regard 
for his old friend, the prologue was with- 
drawn, and never appeared in print. 

Smith, an aétor, whom Booth terms 
almolt equal to Betterton, lived in the 
utmolt harrmony with him till the death 
of the former in 1695. They had long 
heen affociates in the management of the 
theatre, vor was it known that they ever 
fell into the leaft variance. Booth tpoke 
of Betierton always with refpec and ve- 
neration. While living he paid him filial 
duty, and the other proved a fecond fi- 
ther to him, by his kind admonitions and 
friendly infrugtions, It was his conftant 
practice to encourage young playeis that 
manifetted any degree of merit with be- 
coming modetty, Wilks played Lytippus, 

in the Maia’s Tragedy, tor his firit part 
in London: when he {poke to Betterton, 
who adted Melantius, he was fo ftruck 
with awe and furprife, that he could 


Pope, Congreve, Booth, Mrs. Bracegirdle. 


fcarcely utter a line. Betterton, infe, 
of difcouraging him, revived his fpints, 
by telling him, that apprehenfive fear of 
an audience, in a young aétor, was no || 
fign of intrinic merit. When the meag 
parfimony of Chriftopher Rich, and hy 
partners, obliged Wilks to think ferioully 
of returning to Dublin, Betterton |. 
boured to convince them, though in vain, 
of cheir imprudence in parting with a 
young man of fuch abilities. 

Of Betterton as an author, who wrote 
fome plays and altered others, more can. 
not with truth be faid, than that, by his 
perfect knowledge of the ftage, he con- 
duéted the plot, and difpofed the feenesin 
fuch a manner as to produce dramatic 
effe&. Downs aflures us, that mott, if 
not all, of his pieces, were much ap- 
plauded and followed ;_ but, notwithftand- 
ing they were well approved by the pub. 
lic, he feems to have thought very mo- 
deftly of them, for he never would confent 
to publith one of them. His Amorous 
Widow; or Wanton Wife, was long the 
favourite of the town. Part of this play, 
I mean the plot of the Wanton Wife, 
which is taken from Moliere’s George 
Dandin, is now often aéted as a farce, in 
which Mr. Quick and Mrs. Mattocks 
play the principal parts to great ad- 
vantage. 

The piety of Mrs. Booth raifed a mo- 
nument to the memory of her hufband in 
Wettmintter-abbey ; but, though it is aid 
that Wilks, Dogget, and Cibber, an¢ 
Booth, Wilks, and Cibber, fucceffively 
patentees of Drury-lane theatre, talked of 
paying due refpe&t in marble to their old 
matter in the fame cathedral, they did not 
put their intention into prattice. Mr, 
Garrick, who, on all occafions, was 
ready to promote any public or generous 
defign, could not have erected a more 
Jafting monument to his own fame than by 
perpetuating the memory of a man who 
was fo eminent an ornament of the Engiifh 
{tage ; a man, who, for univeriality of 
genius, was the only actor who:could be 
compared to himfelf. For, if Garrick 
played Leor and Abel Diugger, the other 
acted Othello and $ir Toby Belch; the 
f.rmer’s Hamlet and Scrub are not perts 
more diftinct or diftant from each other 
than Betterton’s Hotfpur and Falitaff; 
the latrer’s Alexander the Great and Sir 
Solomen Single, may be fairly contrafted 
with Garrick’s Richaid the Third and the 
School boy. ‘They were both accom- 
plithed mafters of their profeffion ; and 
fearcely any part, in the whole peilone 
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dramatis, could be too difficult for their 
confunmmate abilities. 

In Garrick’s muteum, you might have 
feen multiplied paintings and engravings 
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of himfelf, in various characters ; but ne 


picture or print, than I can cail to mind, 
of any other actor. 









For the WESTMINSTER 


ARSACES anno ISMENA. 








MaGaZzInNe. 


An ORIENTAL Tate. 


[Abridged from the CEuvees Postruumes of the celebrated Baron pe 
MonTESQUIEU, juft publifoed at Paris.] 


ARTAMENES, King of Baétriana, 
had two daughters, who refembled 
each other with fo much exactnefs, that 
the perfons who taw them ofteneft might 
ealily miftake the one for the other. ‘The 
younger, for fome ftate reafons, which 
are not explained, was fent, during ther 
infancy, in a very fecret manner, and 
ender a fictitious name, into Media. She 
there became the favouite wife of Arfaces, 
a young Lord of the Median court. In 
no very long time, however, after their 
marriage, the high birth, the riches, and 
the advantagecus perfon of Arfaces, de- 
termined the King of that country to 
beftow upon him his daughter. It was an 
unalterable inftitution of the Medes, that 
thofe upon whom this honour was be- 
ftowed fhould difmifs all their former 
wives. Though the ambition of Arfaces 
was by no means gratified with the pro- 
fpe& of this exalted alliance, yet he dared 
wot refift the propofal, as the affront 
would have been too probably expiated 
in the blood of his dear I{mena. The 
marriage is therefore folemnized. Ifinena, 
whofe love for Arfaces was ftill more 
violent than the paffion Arfaces enter- 
tained for her, contrives to conceal herfelf 
in a fecret part of his palace. Upon the 
night of the marriage, juft as Arfaces is 
walking in the dark, and full of the moft 
melancholy refletions, along a corridor 
to the apartment of his bride, Iimena 
prefents herfelf to him, and by tears and 
exhortations prevails upon him to fly im- 
mediately into the kingdom of Mar- 
giana, 

In this retreat, they led for fome time 
a reclufe and paftoral life. But Arfaces 
was naturally ambitious, and, tired of 
privacy, he at leagth refolves, in {pite of 
the utmoft refiftance from Ifmena, to fet 
out for this new cout. The unrivalled 
beauty of his wife determines him to go 
alone. There he meets with all the fuc- 
cefs that his abilities, his intrepidity, and 
the daving tpirit of adventure by which he 


was charaéterifed, deférved. This fuc- 
ceils was afcribed by many to the par 
tiality which the Princefs, filter to the 
King, appeared to entertain for him. 
The rumour reached Ifmena in her retreat 
and induced her to refulve to carry hin off 
bv force into the province of the Sogdians. 
The more completely to gratify the jea- 
lous delicacy ot her attachment, fhe care- 
fully conceals hefelf from him, and 
caules him to be told, that the perfon by 
whofe contrivance he was feized, was no 
other than the Princefs. In puriuance of 
h r plan, Ifmena undertakes to fupport 
this charaéter herfelf. She appears to 
him feveral times, veiled, and always 
without uttering a word. Having tried 
every other experiment to fubdue the ob- 
flinscy of that love which he had uni- 
formly preferved, fhe receives him, in the 
lait vifit fhe requetts him to make her, in 
bed. Here the Baron has painted a mott 
voluptuous fcene, which, though it d-es 
credit to his imagination and elegance, ic, 
we think, no ornament to the page of a 
philofupher. The event may ealily be 
fuppofed. The frigid chaltity of Mon- 
fieur Arfaces begins to relax. A fhoit 
quarrel enfues; the hero and heroine 
reafon upon their fituation like philo- 
fophers, embrace, and are reconciled. 
Their new happinefs is again inter- 
rupted by a meflage from the Kirg of the 
country, who had heard of the charms of 
Iimena, commanding her immediate at- 
tendance in his feraghio. Arsfaces, who 
is little more than feventeen years of age, 
embraces the expedient, unknown to his 
wife, (and by no herovc metamorphotis 
we apprehend) of feting out io ber 
room, difguited in the habits of a woman. 
He arrives, plunges a daoger in the breatt 
of the tyrant, and efcapes. [linens in the 
mean time, unable to account for this 
fecond delertion, and imputing it to the 
worlt motives, determines to take poifon 
Arfaces arrives in his return jut 
enough to ive her expire. 
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with this fatal cataftrophe, he is deprived 
of his reafon, and wanders in all the pa- 
roxyf{ms of madnefs among the woods. 
In his intervals of fanity he determines to 
deftroy himfelf, but recolleéting that the 
fon of the tyrant is {till living and pro- 
fperous, he concludes firft to wreak his 
vengeance upon him. 

Ifmena had indeed fuppofed that fhe had 
fwallowed poifon, but, by the care of her 
attendants, had been cheated with the 
fubftitution of a violent foporific. Jutt 
at this time, her elder fitter, the Queen of 
BaStriana, died. Afpar, the Prime Mi- 
nifter of the kingdom, caufed the wife of 
Arfaces to be fecretly carried off during 
her infenfibility, He now, for we know 
not what reafon, feats her upon the throne 
in aclandeftine manner, and endezvowing 
to conceal the death of her filter, makes 


CHARACTER of the celebrated DUKE or BERWICK, Natural Son 
of King James the SECOND. 


[Tranflated from the OEuvres Postuwmes de M. DE Montesquieu, jx 
publieed at Paris.) 


HE great Montefquieu had the ad- 

vantage of a perfonal acquaintance 
with the Marefchal Berwick, and feems 
to have beftowed fome ftudy upon the de- 
velopement of his charaéter, which he 
flates with a ftrong appearance of pene- 
tration and impartiality. 

“¢ He fcarcely ever obtained any ho- 
nours but what were beftowed upon him 
voluntarily: when the fubject of conli- 
deration was his own interelt, it became 
neceflary to leave nothing to the fug- 
geftions of his mind. His manner, cold, 
fomewhat diftant, and even at times a 
little fevere, would have given him the 
air of being mifplaced in his refidence in 
France, if it were poflible for perfonal 
merit and an elevated foul to beiong to 
any one country. 

‘s He was never known to fay any of 
thofe things which have the appellation of 
fmart. He was particuiarly exempt from 
the innumerable faults which continually 
{pring from an inordinate felf-love. His 
choice of condust alingft always origi- 
nated with himielf: if he had not too 
Righ an opinion of himtelf, he was equally 
diftant from a criminal difidence. He 
ftudied his own character, and developed 


For the WrEsTMINSTER MaGazine. 






ule of the remarkable likenefs we men. 
toned to perfuade the people that their 
Queen was ftill the fame. Mean while 
the fon of him, who would formerly have 
ravifhed her from her hufband, though 
without fufpeéting the identity, demands 
her in marriage. He is sefufed, and im- 
mediately invades Baftriana, Arfaces, in 
purfuance of his revenge, enlifts himi{if 
among the Baétrian troops, fignalizes his 
valour, and takes the Monarch prifoner, 
Upon the conclufion of the war he repairs 
to court, dilcovers his fortunate error :é- 
{peéting the exit of Iimena, and is, by the 
unanimous voice of the Bactrians, placed 
upon the throne. The ftory concludes 
with a detail of the wife maxims by which 
Arfaces and Ifmena governed the king- 
dom of Bactriana. 




































his abilities with the fame good fenfe he 
employed upon al! other fubjeéts, No 
man ever undeiftood better how to fhun 
the excefles ;. or, if I may hazard the 
exprefficn, the fnares of virtue. For 
example, he had much refpect for the 
clerical profeffien ; he readily accommo- 
dated himfelf to the humblenefs of their 
rank: but he never fuffered himfelf to be 
governed by them, efpecially, when they 
wandered, in the {malleit degree from the 
line of their profeffion ; he demanded 
more from them than they would have 
demanded from him. It was impoffib!e 
to fee him and not be in love with virtue; 
fo much tranquility and happinels ap- 
peared in his difpofition, when compel 
with the paffions and difcontent that 
ufually agitate perfons of his rank. | 
have feen at a diltance, in the volumes of 
Plutarch, what great men were: [ have 
had an opportunity of contemplating with § 
the utmoit precifion in this nobleman, 
what they are. I knew him only in & 
private life: I did not fee the hero, byt 
the man that made the hero. He loved 
his friends: his method was to do you 
fervice without faying a word upon the 


fubjeét ; you would have thought that the 
benett 
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benefit fprung from an invifible hand. 
He had a great deal of religion, Noman 
ever better obeyed thofe laws of the gofpel 
which are leaft relifhed by men of the 
world: in a word, ‘ho man prattifed re- 
ligion with fo much exaétnefs, and talked 
{o little about it. He never fpoke ill of 
any body; but then he never praifed 
people that he did not think deferved to 
be praifed. He had a mortal averfion to 


thole difputes, which, under pretence of 
the glory of God, are no better than ve- 
hicles for perfonal m levolence. ‘The 
misfortunes of the King, his father, 
(James Il.) had taught him fufficiently, 
that we are expofed to the commiffion of 


the moft important miftakes, when we 
place too implicit a confidence even in 
thofe perfons whofe character is moft re- 
fpeétable. When he was appointed com- 
mandant in Guienne, the reputation of his 
{erioufnefs and feverity terrified us: but 
fcarcely was he arrived among us, ere he 
ws beioved by every body 5 and indeed 
there was no place where his great quali- 
ties were more fincerely admired. 

« There never was exhibited a more 
confpicuous example of the contempt we 
ought to entertain for money. His dif- 
burfements were all of them fo moderate, 
that they ought naturally to have placed 
him very much at his eafe ; for he never 
incurred an ufelefs expence: notwithftand- 
ing which he was always in arrears; be- 
caufe, in fpite of his natural frugality, he 
expended a great deal. Wherever he re- 
fidel, all thofe poor Englifh or Irifh ta- 
milies, who were related, in the moft 
diftant manner, to the exiled family, had 
a kind of right to introduce themielves. 
And it deferves our obfervation, that this 
man, whofe order and difcipline at the 


head of an army were fo diftinguithed, 
whofe proje&ts were formed with fo much 
nicety and exaétnefs, became devoid of 
all this the moment the fubjeét of care was 
his perfonal intereft. 

‘* He was not one of thofe who fome- 
times inveigh againft the authors ef a 
difgrace, and at other times flatter them ; 
he went direétly to the perfon againtt 
whom he had a ground of complaint, 
opened to him the fentiments of his heart, 
and then never uttered another word upon 
the fubject. , , 

“« Never was there a more exaét counters 
part of ‘the condition in which France 
found itfelf upon the death of M. de 
Turenne, I recolle& the moment in 
which the news arrived: the contternation 
was general, Both left a grand defign 
imperfect ; both left an army in imminent 
danger: both wound up their exiflence 
with a cataftrophe that intere(ts us very 
differently trom a common death: but 
poffefied that modeft merit which we love 
to regret, and over which we love to weeps 

‘© He left an amiable wife, who has 
{pent the remainder of her days in furrow 5 
and children, who by their virtue, com- 
pofe better than I the elogy of their 
father. 

“© M, le Marefchal de Berwick has 
written his memoirs ; and in this view, I 
may fay of him, what I {aid in the Spirit 
of Laws, refpecting the Commentaries of 
Hanno: This is a valuable remain of an- 
tiquity: the fame man who executed the 
projects, defcribes them. There are no 
ambilious ornaments it his compofition. 
Great Generals defcribe their aGions ix a 
plain and unaffuming fiyle, becaufe they 
are more proud of what they have done, 
than what they write.” 
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Account of a nw Rorat VETERINARIAN ACADEMY, Jately 
eflablifoed at MaysonvitLe, xear Paris. 


IX this very ufeful building, erected 
* about three years fince, they have, 
befide proper accommodations for the 
teachers and pupils, a chapel, a hall for 
public exercifes, a theatre for diflections, 
an ample collection of ftuffed animals, 
and anatomical preparations ; a botanical 
garden, a pharmaceutical repofitory ; nine 
large {tables for the reception of the di- 
feafed cattle fent to them, where they are 
clailed according to their feveral diltem- 



















pers; two farriers fhops with all necef- 
fary implements, the one for actual fer- 
vice, the other for the inftruction and 
practice of the pupils; and la¢ly, an hy- 
draulic machine of a curious contruction, 
which diftributes the water of a well all 
over the buildings and grounds. 

To this academy pupils are fent from 
every part of France. ‘hey are in- 
ftructed, both theoretically and practi- 
cally, in every thing that relates to the 

: Veterinarian 
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Veterinarian art; and as, on their return 
to their provinces, many of them are 
\ikely to be fixed in remote places where 
their profeffional fkill may occafionally 
render them ufeful to men as well as cattle, 
they are likewife inftructed in the moft 
eflential parts of furgery, and iv mid- 
wifery. Farriers for the regiments of 
cavalry may alfo recrive their education 
here; and the eftablifhment is likewife 


rendered ufeful to the polite arts by a 
lecture that is given occafionally to young 
painters and fculptors, on the proper re. 
prefentation of the feveral kinds of ani. 
mals, and of their different parts. Ho. 
norary rewards, fuch as medals, chains, 
&c. are diftributed to thofe who diltin. 
guifh themfelves by their affiduity and 
progrefs. 
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A Particular Description of ALNWICK CASTLE, 


[See the Plate, containing a beautitul View of this Edifice, page 118, of our lat 
Magazine. | 


Alawr*s CASTLE contains about 
five acres of ground within its outer 
walls, which are flanked with fixteen 
towers and turrets, that now afford a 
compleat fett of offices to the caftle, and 
retain many of them their original names, 
as well as their ancient ule and de- 
ftination. 

Thefe are, 

1. The Great or Outward Gate of 
entranse, antiently calied the Utter Ward. 

2. The Garner or Avenet’s Tower ; 

ehind which are the’ ftables, coach- 
houfes, &c. in all refpe&s fuitable to the 
magnitude and dignity of this great calile. 

3- The Water Tower 5 containing the 
cilte n or refervoir that fupplies the catlie 
and offices with waters Adjoining to this 
is the laundry, &e. 

4. The Caterer’s Tower; adjoining 
to which are the kitchens, and all con- 
venieacies of that fort. 

Behind the adjacent walls are concealed 
a compleat fett of offices and apartments 
for moft of the principal officers and at- 
tendants in the caftle; together with a 
Jarge hall, ar dining-room, to entertain 
the tenants at the audits; with an office 


for the auditors, houfe-keeper’s room; - 


ard underneath thefe, a {ervants-hall, 
with all othey fuitable conveniencies. 

5+ The Middle Ward. 

6. The Atuditor’s Tower, 

7. The Guard Houte. 

8. The faft Garret. 

9- The Records Tower; of which the 
lower ttory contains the evidence-room, or 
great repofitory of rhe archives of the 
barony: over it is a circular apartment, 
deligned and execuied with great tafte and 


beauty for a banquetting room, being 
29 feet diameter, and 24 feet fix inches 
high. 

to. The Ravine Tower, or Hot{pur’s 
Chair. Between this and the Round 
‘Fower was formerly a large breach in the 
walls, which for time immemorial had 
been called by the town’s people, the 
Bloody Gap. 

11. The Conftable’s Tower; which 
remains chiefly in its ancient ftate, asa 
fpecimen how the caftle itfelf was once 
fitted up. 

12. Ihe Poftern Tower, ’or Sally Port. 
The upper apartment now contains old 
armour, arms, &c. The lower ftory has 
a fmall furnace and elaboratory for chy- 
mical or other experiments. 

13. The Armourer’s Tower. 

14. The Falconer’s Tower. 

15. The Abbot’s Tower; fo called 
either from its fituation neareft to Aln- 
wick Abbey, or from its containing an 
apartment for the Abbot of that mo- 
naltery, whenever he retired to the caftle, 

16. The Weft Garret. 

The caftle properly confifts of three 
courts or divifions ; the entrance into 
which was defended with three {trong 
mafly gates ; called the Utter Ward, the 
Middle Ward, and the Inner Ward. 
Each of thefe gates was in a high embat- 
tled tower, furnifhed with a portcullis, 
and the outward gate with a draw-bridge 
alfo: they had each of them a portet’s 
lodge, and a ftrong prifon, befides other 
neceflary apartments for the conttable, 
bailiff, and fubordinate officers. Under 
each of the prifons was a deep and dark 

dungeon, 
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dungeon, into which the more refraétory 
prifoners were let down with cords, and 
trom which there was no exit but through 
the trap-door in the floor above. That of 
the inner ward is ftill remaining in all its 
original horrors. 

This caftle, like many others in the 
North, was anciently ornamented with 
fioures of warriors, diftributed round the 
battlements, and therefore the prefent 
noble proprietors have allowed them to 
be continued, and have fupplied fome 
that had been deftroyed; but to thew 
what they once were, and that this is no 
innovation, they have retained the ancient 
ones, though defaced, which were placed 
on the top of the two oftagon towers. _ 

From length of time, and the fhocks it 
had fultained in ancient wars, this caftle 
was become quite a ruin, when by the 
death of Algernon, Duke of Somerfet, it 
devolved, together with all the eftates of 
this great barony, &c. to the prefent Duke 
and Duchefs of Northumberland ; who 
immediately fet to repair the fame, and 
with the moft confummate tafte and judg- 
ment reftored and embellifhed it, as much 
as pofible, in the true Gothic ftyle; fo 
that it may defervedly be confidered as one 
of the nobleft and mof magnificent mo- 
dels of a great baronial caftle. 

Nothing can be more ftriking than the 
effet at firft entrance within the walls 
from the town, when through a dark 
gloomy gateway of confiderable length 
and depth, the eye fuddenly emerges into 
one of the moft fplendid fcenes that can 
be imagined; and is prefented at once 
with the great body of the inner caftle, 
furrounded with fair femi-circular towers, 
finely fwelling to the eye, and gayly 
adorned with pinacles, figures, battle- 
ments, &c. 

The impreMfion is ftill further ftrength- 
ened by the fucceffive entrance into the 
fecond and third courts, through great 
maffy towers, till the -ftranger is landed 
in the inner court, in the very center of 
this great citadel. 

Here he enters toa moft beautiful Stair- 
cale, of a very fingular yet pleafing form, 
expanding like a tan: the cornice of the 
ceiling is inviched with a feries of 120 
efeutcheons, difplaying the principal quar- 
terings and intermarriages of the Percy 
tamily. ‘The fpace occupied by this ftair- 
cafe is 46 feet long, 35 feet four inches 
wide, and 43 feet two inches high. 

_ The firtt room that prefents to the left, 
is the Saloon, which 3s a moft beautiful 
apartment, defigned in the gayeft and 
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moft elegant ftyle of Gothic architeure i 
being 42 feet eight inches long, 37 feet 
two inches wide, and 19 feet 10 inches 
high, 

To this fucceeds the Drawing-room, 
confifting of one large oval, with a femi- 
circular proje€tion, or bow-window. It 
is 46 feet feven inches long, 35 feet four 
inches wide, and 22 feet high. 

Hence the tranfition is very properly to 
the Great Dining-room ; which was one 
of the firft executed, and is of the pureft 
Gothic, with niches, and other or- 
naments, that render it a very noble 
model of Great-Baron’s-hall. In this 
room was an irregularity in the form, 
which has been managed with great {kill 
and judgment, and made produétive of 
beauty and convenience. This was a 
large bow-window, not in the center, but 
towards the upper end, which now affords 
a very agreeable receis when the family 
dine alone, or for a fecond table at the 
great public dinners. This room is 53 
feet nine inches long, 20 feet 10 inches 
wide, (exclufive of the circular recefs, 
which is 19 feet in diameter) and 26 feet 
nine inches high. 

From the Dining-room, the ftranger 
may either defcend into the court, by a 
circular ftair-cafe, or he is ufhered into a 
very beautiful Gothic apartment over the 
gateway, commonly ufed for a breakfalt 
or fupper room: this is furnifhed witle 
clofets in the octagon towers, and is con- 
nected with other private apartments. It 
is 38 feet four inches long, . . feet wide, 
and 16 feet one inch high. 

Hence the ftranger is conducted into 
the Library, which is a very fine room, in 
the form. of a parallelogram, properly 
fitted up for books, and ornamented with 
ftucco-work in a very rich Gothic ftyle 5 
being 64 feet long, . . wide, and 16 feet 
one inch high. This apartment leads to 

The Chapel; which-fills all the upper 
fpace of the middle ward. Here the 
higheft difplay of Gothic ornaments in the 
greateft beauty has been very properly ex- 
hibited; and the feveral parts of the 
chapel have been defigned after the moft 
perte& models of Gathic excellence. The 
great eaft window is taken from one of the 
fineft in York Minfter; the ceiling is bor- 
rowed from that of King’s College, in 
Cambridge; and the walls are painted 
after the great church in Milan: but the 
windows of painted glafs will be in a (tle 
fuperior to any thing that has yet been 
attempted, and worthy of the prefent more 
improved ftate of the arts. Exclufive of 
a beautitu! 
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a beautiful circular recefs for the family, 
the chapel is 50 feet long, 21 fect four 
inches wide, and 22 feet high. 

Returning from the Chapel through the 
Library, and paflmg by another great 
flair-cafe, (that fills an oval fpace 22 feet 
nine inches long, and 15 feet three inches 
wide) we enter a paflage or galleiy which 
leads to two great ftate bed chambers, 


The Fortunate Wife. 


each 30 feet long, moft nobly furnished, 
with doubie drefling-roums, clofets, and 
other conveniencies, ali in the highett ele. 
gance and magnificence, but as conform. 
able as poffible to the general ftile of the 
caftle. From thefe bed-chambers the paf- 
fage opens to the grand ftair-cafe, by 
which we firft entered, and compleats a 
tour not eafily to be paralleled. 
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A TRUE HisTory. 


A GENTLEMAN of the province of 
Alfatia, called Acafto, had an only 
daughter, of whom he was unfpeakably 
fond : exclufive of her being extremely 
beautiful, nature had given her a difpo- 
fition that charmed all who were acquaint- 
ed with her, and a capacity that made 
her equal to any attainments. 

So promifing a foil was cultivated with 
the utmoft care and attention, that pa- 
ternal fondnefs could beftow. She had 
hardly entercd into her teens, when fhe 
was mentioned every where as a prodigy : 
her accomplifhments were_not folely of 
the feminine clafs ; fhe was fkilled in fe- 
vera] modern languages, and was per- 
fectly .miftrefs of all the polite compo- 
fitions in the French. 

Melinda; the name of the young lady, 
eentinued in the fame career of improve- 
ment till about her twentieth year ; when 
a female relation of great rank and for- 
tune obtained her father’s permiffion to 
take her to Paris, in order to compleat 
her education, by initiating her into the 
circles of that capital feat of politenefs 
and gaiety, 

She foon became an object of univerfal 
admiration in all the companies fhe fre- 
quented ; and what was itill more, fhe 
had the fingular felicity to efcape envy. 
Her behaviour was fo affable, her dit- 
courfe fo unprefuming, and her manners 
fo captivating, that all the ladies, to whom 
fhe was introduced, were at perpetual 
ftrife who fhould poffefs moft of her com- 

any. : 

In this brilliancy of merited attachment 
and partiality from ladies of the firft di- 
ftin&tion, it is natural to imagine that the 
had not paffed unnoticed by the gentle- 
men. 


But notwithftanding the beauty of her 
perfon caught every eye, it was attended 
with a referve, anda feeming confcioufs 
ne{s of her worth, as well as of her duty, 
that precluded improper familiarity ; and 
kept at a great diftance all thofe who knew 
not how to ally a becoming freedom of 
deportment with a due degree of refpett, 
in their intercourfe with-the fex. 

As the affection the bore to her father, 
was founded on thofe fentiments of gra- 
titude which Melinda had imbibed from 
her tendereft infancy, fhe was highly fo- 
Jicitous to take no ftep whatever in any 
concerns of importance, without his en- 
tire approbation. 

This was by no means the refult of in- 
terefted views. Independently of the 
fortune which it was in his power to leave 
her, fhe had in right of her mother, who 
died while fhe was an infant, a very con- 
fiderable inheritance to receive when at 
age ; and fhe was now bordering on that 
period. 

But the truth was, that her good fenfe 
and quicknefs of perception had long con- 
vinced her, that he was not only her beft 
friend, but alfo her fureft guide. + He 
was a man of excellent. parts and tried 
experience ; intimately converfant with 
the world, and not only poffeft of polite 
knowledge, but equally matter of that 
which infures profperity in the manage- 
ment of affairs, 

Her judement was too found not to fee 
that the happinefs of her life was perfett- 
ly fafe in fuch hands. She committed 
herfelf accordingly to his whole direétion, 
and never omitted afking his advice upon 
any occafion that fhe thought required it. 

Such tnfeigned confidence was repaid 
on his fide by every indulgence her wee 
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could with. Authority was an idea that 
never entered into any part of their cor- 
re(pondence: if fhe fubmitted herfelf to 
his counfel, he no lefs trufled her to her 
own difcretion ; and fhe never afforded 
him the leaft caufe of repentance. 

In this’ happy interchange of parental 
tendernefs and filial affe&tion feveral years 
elapfed 3 when the young lady on arriv- 
ing at fullage, quitted Paris, and return- 
ed to the refidence of her father Acatto ; 
in oder to be prefent at the fettling and 
receipt of her fucceffion. d 

A-afto was now far advanced in years; 
and though otherwife of a good conftitu- 
tion, had lately been troubled with fome 
infirmities, that warned him of the un- 
certainty of life. 

Strongly defirous not to leave fo be- 
loved a daughter unprovided with a com- 
panion worthy of her, he opened his 
mind upon this fubjeét ; and told her with 
the ufual franknefs and good humour that 
charatterifed all his proceedings, that as 
his tay might be fhort in this world, and 
fhe was now fully able to make a proper 
choice, he 'fhould rejoice in feeing her 
married before he died, 

Melinda’s anfwer contained a perfeét 
and unreferved affent to the propriety of 
his propofal. 

As the old gentleman was of a truly 
generous difpofition himfelf, he was above 
encouraging mercenary views in others. 
He knew that his daughter completely 
refembled him in this, as in all other me- 
Titorious points ; and was therefore ce- 
termined to make her no facrifice to ava- 
rice or ambition. 

He gave her therefore to underftand 
he had not the moft diftant intentions to 
bias her inclinations ; that he left them 
tree and unconftrained ; he was thorougly 
convinced of her prudence, and would 
make that alone her guide in this impor- 
tant bufincfs. 

Inftead of exerting that authority, of 
which parents are fometimes unreafonably, 
and often fatally jealous, he affured her, 
that far from diftating, he would receive 
more fatista&tion in complying with her 
own wifhes on this occafion ; entertainin-z 
no doubt that the could not tail to dohim, 
as well as herfélf, the higheft credit by 
her determination. 

Acafto then concluded by afking, whe- 
ther among the young gentlemen fhe had 
opportunities of converfing with, any one 
had been fo happy as to make an impreflion 
upon her. 

Encouraged by his confidence and be- 


Charafter of Edward. 
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nignity, fhe hefitated not in confefling, 
that fhe felt a particular predileGion for 
Edward, a young gentleman in whole 
praife the had often heard him exprefs the 
greatelt warmth, That fo much com- 
mendation on his part, had powerfully 
contributed to render the young gentle- 
man acceptable to her; and that the had 
even fometimes thought, it was not alto- 
gether without fome fuch intent, that he 
commended him {0 liberally and fo fre- 
quently. 

Her father was charmed upon hearing 
her make this ingenuous declaration. He 
acknowledged that of all the young gen- 
tlemen he knew, not one was equal to this 
in every requifite tomake a woman happy. 

Edward was, it feems, an officer of 
fome rank in the corps of engineers. He 
was by birth a German, but had been 
educated in France, where he had lived 
fince his childhood. His father, a man 
of good family, had long ferved in the 
French army, where he had been honour 
ably promoted. Having many fons, the 
only provifion he could make for them, 
was in the military line: they weve all 
young men of re{peétable character ; but 
the young lady’s favourite was incompa- 
rably the meft accomplithed. His edu- 
cation had been excellently fuperintended ; 
his father, who was a man of letters, 
had inculcated an early attachment to 
them into his fon; as forefeeing that 
poffibly he might not be able to leave him 
much other inheritance. 

To the endowments of his mind, which 
were manifold, he added a manly and 
graceful ‘perfon : his temper was oblig- 
ing, his manners polite, and his humour 
always chearful and gay. Thus accou- 
tred by nature and by art, the young lady 
who revealed her partiality for him to her 
father, was notthe only one of whom he 
had been fo fortunate as to make a conqueft. 

After coinciding with his daughter's 
choice, he begged to know, whether the 
young gentleman had ever ventured to dif- 
clofe himfelf to her. She anfwered, that 
he had indireétly expreft enough to fatis- 
fy her, that nothing but the want of a 
fortune adequate to her own, ftood in 
the way of his wifhes to be permitted to 
pay her his addrefles. 

The young gentleman’s father had 
long been an intimate friend of her own 5 
they were much of an age, and greatly 
refembled each other in-difpofition and 
manners. They had been brother of- 
ficers in their youth; but the father of 
our young lady, on the death of a near 

b2 relataon, 
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196 Charaéter of Darcy: 


relation, of whom he was heir at law, 
coming into the pofleffion of an affluent 





But as merit alone had determined her 
























































































































































































































































































































































fortune, retired from the fervice; but 


Edward was in the flower of his age 
when he. fell. She hecame of courfe a 
young widow in the bloom of life. 

As they had been models of conjugal 
duty on each fide, they were the praife 
and admiration of all who knew them. 
Their many virtues and excellent quali- 
tes, their accomplifhments of every de- 
nomination had raifed their charaSter to 
the higheft {ummit of refpe&. 


firft choice, fo fhe feemed as refolutely 
bent to adhere to the fame rule, were the 


ney, in a manner equally agreeable and 
furprifing. 

Darcy had always teftified a warm 
friendthip for her Jate hufband, while 
their circumftances were on a parity. After 
his marriage, the conneétion had con- 
tinued, with this fingular inftance of 
difintereftednefs on the part of the fur- 
vivor, that notwithftanding the repeated 
proffers of pecuniary fervices from his 
triend, he had declined them ; not from 


with his many other valuable oa 
¢ 


mere | 

always continued a fat friend to his old to chufe a fecond time. In 
companion, for whom he entertained the As her own father, and her late hut. taken 
higheft value. band’s were both dead, fhe was miftre(s matte 

| As part of the eftate which he inherit- of herfelf without controul ; and could often 

} ed, layin the proximity of Strafburg, his follow her inclinations, without appre- able, 
friend, who frequently camethrough that henfions of difobliging thofe whom the T 

city, on vifits to his relations who dwelt had always ftudied peculiarly to pleafe, afcen 

on the German fide of the Rhine, as con- Among the gent'emen of her hufband’s tain | 

ftantly vifited him at his country feat; acquaintance, there was one whom, next Be 

where he often {pent many months, and to hinmfelf, fhe had treated with mof retire 

always met with the moft cordial and friendthip. He was of the fame age, and mor’ 

brotherly reception. refembled him in many refpe&s. He too folen 

Such were the two gentlemen whofe fon had been an officer ; but had quitted the expr 

and daughter were mutually enamoured fervice, on his receiving a wound in his had 

of each other. To do theft juitice, it leg, that without laming him, fill pre- mail 

was true and genuine love divefted of all vented his moving with that fpeed and fron 

other motives: could interefted confide- aétivity which military fervice requires, mut 

rations have prevailed in each other's bo- Darcy was very agreeable in his perfon, V 

fom, they both might have bettered them-  poffefled an uncommon fhare of under- tent 

felves in the idea of the mercenary part of ftanding, excellently cultivated by ftudy whi 

mankind, and literature : his difpofition was full of voir 

The two fathers, having confulted to- ‘good nature and jocundity, and his mane inte 

gether, were happy to find their defires (0 ners were entirely genteel and unaffeéted. ral 

compleatly correfponded. They both had His circumftances indeed were not af- ’ 

feeretly wifhed for fuch an alliance; but fluent: a {mall patrimony, and 2 mode- was 

they were both men of fentiment and de- rate penfion enabled him to fubfitt with ten| 
dicacy. The one did not chufe to over- care and oeconomy ; but his mind was ruf 
ule his daughter in fo tender a point; endowed with thofe great fubltitates for wa 

the other did not incline to difoblige an all -deficiencies, tensperance and modera- 

old friend, by influencing his fon to woo _ tion. - 

the daughter without the father’s con- Such was the perfor, on whom, un- fell 
a |: fent. known to himfelf, the thought proper to fen 
The two lovers were in confequence fix an eye of preference to the various ad- Sh 
married ; and lived together in perfe&t drefies of which the began to be heartily an 

enjoyment of conjugal felicity during fe- tired. bic 

veral years. Her hufband, by dint of Darcy fo little expected the honour fhe evi 

valour and {kill in his branch of military intended him, that he was preparing to thi 

knowledge, diftinguifhed himfelf on ava- retire into Languedoc, the eheapeft pre- th 

riety of eccafions ; and would probably vince in France, in order to enjoy his fu 

have rifen very high, had he not been  fcanty pittance with more comfort; when th 

{ unfortunately flain in Germany, in the he found himfelf diverted from his jour- e 
i } courfe of the laft war. - 


Whoever furvived of fuch a pair, could fullennefs and weak pride, but from the ° 
not fail of meeting with devoted admirers. good order and regulation with which he . 
q The young Jady did not accordingly re- managed his own affairs. . 
f — ~—e “pore — advantageous With this noblenefs of foul the lady : 
offers, lome of them from perfons of the was thoroughly acquainted, as well as 
very firlt diftin&tion, ' on t i 
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She alfo imagined that the had Jong dif- pily the was miftaken, fhe defired he 
covered in him fomething more-than a would return the letter, and bury the 
mere friendly attachment, __ Contents in filence and oblivion. 

In this conjecture fhe was not mif- Some days before, Darcy had, it feems, 
taken ; women have certainly in thefe been particularly lavith of his praifes on 


_ matters, a degree of penetration which her, at an entertainment, where fome of 


often fees deeper into men than they are the company were lamenting her misfor- 
able, or perhaps willing to fee themielves. tune, in lofing fo early in life, fo amiable, 
This, doubtlefs, is the caufe of that aad accomplifhed a man as her late hu 
afcendency, which fome women can ob- band. 
tain over any man they pleafe. ; He fpoke with uncommon warmth and 
Before fetting out for the place af his earneftnefs- on this occafion; and con- 
retirement, he thought it due to the me- cluded by obferving, that women of fuch 
mory of his departed friend, to take a exalted merit ought to be rewarded with 
folemn farewel of his widow ; and to  diadems: that none but kings were worthy 
exprefs his fenfe of the obligations fhe of them; and that were he to with for a 
had laid him under, by the continual crown, it would only be for the fuke of 
matks of benevolence he had received placing another on her head. 
from her, in the long courfe of their This compliment foon came to her 
mutual acquaintance. knowledge and gave her infinite fatisfac- 
When he waited upon her to this in- tion. She had long fought for an oppor- 
tent, he found her inditing a letter; tunity of making him acquainted with 
which, after he had paid his propofed de- her own {fentimeats; but his extreme re- 
voirs, and taken his final leave, fhe put ferve and modefty, though they could not 
into his hands, and begged he would pe- conceal from the lady’s difcernment what 
rule at his leifure. paffed within his mind, till afforded ne 
You may imagine that his curiofity explicit pretence to declare herielf. 


was not a little excited to know its con- I neea not fay, that after reading her , 


tents. He was not lefs furprifed on pe- letter he felt him{elf no ways inclined to 
rufing it, to find that his friend’s widow bury it in oblivion. He obeyed the ladyw 
was {o partially inclined in his favour, funmons with due alacrity: he dis 

It was fhort, but faid much: it ac- waited upon her, confirmed the eh | 
quainted him, that after confulting ker- what had been reported to her, confet 
felf, fhe found that no man fo nearly 1e- that he had long cherifhed the highest re- 
fembled the friend fhe had loft as himfelf. gard for her perfon, and that nothing but 
She wondered after fo long, fo intimate, the immenfe difproportion of their re- 
and fo cordial an acquaintance, he could fpeétive circumftances, had prevented him 
bid her an everlafting adieu, without in- from making that confeffion, which her 
evitable neceflity ; that the had reafon to generofity had extorted trom him. 
think he had a ftronger regard for her, The conclufion was, that in a few days 
than his pride and his circumftances would Melinda and Darcy were happily united 
fuffer him to acknowledge ; that if what in the bonds of wedlock, to the great 
fhe had heard of the opinion he had lately joy of all her friends and dependants, but 
expreft of her was true, he fhould come to the furprizecf none. 
and avow it in her prefence, if unhap- 





For the WESTMINSTER MAGAZINE. 
Tuzs PRINCELY REPARATION. 
Aw AUTHENTIC HisToRyY. 


THE celebrated Henry Duke of Saxony a fovereign, and he was ever foothed in 
was by nature fierce and haughty, the notions, that a prince is above all law. 
eager in his purfuits, impatient of difap- At the fame time he was inclined to the 
pointment or control. This temper was principles of juftice and honour, where 
foftered by bad education. So foon as_ his paifions did not oppofe ; and he had a 
he could reflect, he reflefled that he was profound awe for the fupreme Being, 
which, 
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198 The Torments of a guiity Confcience. 


which, by his wicked life, deviated into 
fuperftition. The outrages committed by 
this prince were without end ; every thing 
was facrificed to his luit, cruelty, and 
ambition .; and at his court, beauty, 
riches, honours, became the greateft mif- 
fortunes. His horrid enormities filled 


* him with fufpicion : if a grandee abfent- 


ed, it was for leifure to form plots ; if 
he was fubmiffive and cbedient, it was 
diffimulation merely. Thus did the prince 
live wofuily folitary, in the midft of fan- 


» eied fociety ; at enmity with every one, 


and leaft of all at peace with himfelf ; 
finning daily, repenting daily; feeling 
the agonies of reproving confcience, which 
haunted him waking, and left him not 
when afleep. 

In a melancholy fit, under the impref- 
fions of a wicked action recently perpe- 
trated, he.dreamed, that the tutelar angel 
ef the country ftood before him with 
anger in his looks, mixed with fome de- 
gree of pity. Ill-fated wretch, faid the 
apparition, liften to the awful command 
¥ bear. The Almighty, unwilling to 
cut thee off in the fuinefs of iniquity, has 
fent me to give you warning. Upon this 
the angel reached a fcroll of paper, and 
vanifhed. The fcrol] contained the fol- 
Sowing words, After yix. Here the dream 
ended: for the impreflion it made broke 
his reft. The prince awaked in the 
greateft confternation, deeply ftruck with 
the vifion. He was convinced that the 
whole was from God, to prepare him for 
death ; which he concluded was to happen 
m fix months, perhaps in fix days; and 
that this time was allotted him to make 
his peace with his Maker by an unfeigned 
yepentance for all his crimes. How idle 
and unplea‘ant feemed now thofe objects 
which he formerly purfued at the expence 
ef religion and humanity ! Where is 
now that luft of command, which oc- 
¢afioned fo much bloodihed ; that cruel 
malice and envy againft every contend- 
ing power ; that fufpicious jealouiy, the 
caufe of much imaginary treafon; furies 
foftered in his bofom, preying inceffantly 
wpon his vitals, and yet darlings of his 
foul? Happy expulfion, if not fucceed- 
ed by the greateft of all furies, black de- 
{pair. 

Thus, in the utmoft torments of mind, 
fix days, fix weeks, and fix months paf- 
fed away ; but death did net follow. 
And now he concluded that fix years 
were to be the period of his miferable 
Kife. By this time the violence of the 

tempeit was over. Hitherto he had fe. 


queftered himfelf from mankind, and 
had fpent in abftinence and private word 
fhip, the fhort time he thought allotted 
him. Now began he to form refolntions 
of a more thorough repentance ; now 
was he fixed to do good, as formerly he 
had done mifchief, with all his heart. The 
fuppofed fhortnefs of his warning had hi- 
therto not left it in his power to repair the 
many injuries he had committed, which 
was the weightieft load upon his mind, 
Now was he refolved to make the mot 
ample reparation. 

In this ftate, where hope prevailed, and 
fome beams of funfhine appeared break. 
ing through the cload, he addrefled him- 
felf to his Maker in the following terms, 
‘ O thou glorious and omnipotent being, 
parent and preferver of all things ! how 
lovely art thou in peace and reconcilia- 
tion ! but oh! how terrible to the workers 
of iniquity ! While my hands are lifted 
up, how doth my heart tremble! for 
manifold have been my tranfgreffions, 
Headlong driven by impetuous paffion, 
I deferted the path of virtue, and wan- 
dered through every fort of iniquity. 
Trampling confcience under foot, I fur- 
rendered myfelf to delufions, which, under 
the colour of good, abandoned me fill 
to mifery and remorfe. Happy only if 
at any moment an offended confcience 
could be laid afleep. But what fource of 
happinefs in doing good, and in feeling 
the calm funfhine of virtue and honour! 
O my confcience !_ when thou art a friend, 
what imports it who is an enemy ? when 
thou lookeft dreadful, where are they fled, 
all the bleffings, all the amufements of 
life? Thanks toa fuperabundant mercy, 
that hath not abandoned me to reproba- 
tion, but hath indulged a longer day for 
repentance. Good God ! the lathes of 
agonizing remorfe let me never more feel ; 
be it now my only concern in this life, to 
eftablith with my confcience a faithful cor- 
refpondence. My _ inordinate paflions, 
thofe deluding inchanters, root thou out 5 
for the werk is too mighty for my 
weak endeavour. And oh! mould thou 
my foul into that moderation of defre, 
and juft balance of affe&tion, without 
which no enjoyment is folid, no pleafure 
unmixed with pain. Hereafter let it not 
be fufficieni to be quiet and inoffenfive 5 
but fince gracioufly to my life thou haft 
added many days, may all be fpent in 
doing good; let that day be deemed loft, 
which {ees me not employed in fome work 
beneficial to my fubjeéts, or to mankind 5 
that at lat J may lay me down in peace, 

comforted 
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Parliamentary Proceedings. 


comforted if I have not proved, in every 
refpect, an unprofitable fervant.” 

His firft endeavours were, taregain the 
confidence of his nobles, and love of his 
people. With unremitting application he 
attended to their good ; and foon felt that 
fatisfaction in confidering himfelf as their 
father, which he never knew when he 
confidered them ashis flaves. Now began 
he to relith the pleafures of focial inter- 
courfe, of which pride and jealoufy had 
made him hitherto infenfible. He had 
thought friendfhip a chimera, devifed to 
impofe upon mankind. Convinced now 
of its reality, the cultivation of it was 
one of his chief objeéts. Man he found 
to be a being honelt and faithful, deferv- 
ing efteem, and capable of friendfhip ; 
hitherto he had judged of others by 
the corrupt emotions of his own heart. 
Well he remembered his many gloomy 
moments of difguft andremorfe, his {pleen 
and bad humour, the never-failing atten- 
dants of vice and debauchery. Fearful 
to expofe his wicked purpofes, and dread- 
ing every fearching eye, he had eftranged 
himfelf from the world ; and what could 


199 
he expect, confcious as he was of a de- 
praved heart, but averfion and horror ? 
Miferable is that ftate, cut off from ail 
comfort, in which an unhappy mortal’s 
chief concern is to fly from man, becaufe 
every man ishisenemy. After tafting of 
this mifery, how did he blefg the happy 
change! Now always calm and ferene, 
diffufve benevolence gilded every thought 
of his heart, and aétion of his life. It 
was now his delight to be feen, and to 
lay open his whole foul; for in it dwelt 
harmony and peace. 

Fame, now his friend, blazed his vir- 
tues all around ; and now in diftant re- 
gions was the good prince known, where 
his vices had never reached. Among his 
virtues, an abfolute and pure difinterefted- 
nefs claimed every where the chief place. 
In all difputes he was the conftant media- 
tor betwixt fovereigns, and betwixt them 
and their fubje&ts; and he gained more 
authority over neighbouring princes, by 
e(teem and reverence, than they had over 
their own fubjetis. 

A 
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JOURNALof the PROCEEDINGS ofthe FOURTH 
SESSIONS of the FIFTEENTH PARLIAMENT 


off GREAT-BRITAIN. 


HOUSE OF 


* 


COMMONS, 


Monpay, Marchi. ; 


ME: Fox moved, that the order of the 
~~ day for taking his Majefty’s anfwer* 
into cunfideration be now read, and it was 
read accordingly. 

Mr. Fox now rofe to take into confi- 
deration the bufinefs of the day. He faid 
he fhould preface the arguments he was 
about to lay before the Houfe, previous 
to his bringing forward a motion he 
fhould have the honour to propofe, by 
calling their attention to the peculiar fitu- 
ation in which the Houfe ftood—a fitua- 
tton which could not, he believed, be 
paralleled fince the Revolution ; he was 
confident, not fince the acceffion of the 
prefent family to the throne; for, fince 


that xrato the prefent time, an uninter- 
rupted harmony had fubfifted between the 
Crown and the Houfe of Commons. 

He entered into a defcription of the 
reigns of George I. and George II. and 
dwelt particularly on the incideuts which 
attended the reion of the laft monarch, 
who, he faid, left behind him a charaéter 
eminent for the glory which the nation at- 
tained under his aufpices. 

In vindication of the prefent condu& of 
the majority in the Commons, he urged, 
that he ftood up for the conititutioa as 
their forefathers had Jeft it ; and this, he 
faid, was the firit time that fuch an an{fwer 
as the anfwer read, had ever been received 


by 


* See page 147 of laft Magazine. 
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by the reprefentatives ef the people of 
Great Britain, froma Prince of the Houle 
of Brunfwick. It might, however, he 
obferved, be afked if this was not the 
firft time fach an Addrefs as that which 
produced the anfwer, had been prefented 
tothe Throne? In anfwer to which, he 
wonld put another queftion, which was—— 
& Pid ever a Prince cf the Houle of 
Brunfwick, except in the prefent inftance, 
retain a Miniftry after the Commons sd- 
dvefled for tireir removal ?—~Did ever, the 
€rown and the Hoult of Commons difa- 
erce before ?? Sir Robert Walpole, he 
fiid, long poffeffed the confidence of - the 
Commons, but when he found he had 
Toit that confidence, he refigned. He was 
too honeft, and teo wife to remain in, 
after he had lott it; he would not remain 
in office after lofing the confidence of the 
Houie, though innocent, though con- 
tinuatly calling upon the Houte for the 
fpecific charges—-He would not ftay in 
when he could not ferve his country to ad- 
vantage. 

The fituation of the country, he af- 
ferted, was new. The recent diicuthon 


of the King’s right to appoint his Mini- 
frers, againit the. advice of the Houle, 
was more generally {fpoken of now, than 


fince the time of Charles the Second. 
The prerogative of appointing Minifers, 
he allowed, was undoubted; but not 
more fo than other branches—not more 
fo than the prerogative of declaring war, 
or making peace 3 and he would fay the 
King could exercife neither of thefe with- 
out the concurrence of the Houfe. This 
concurrence he held equal with a nega- 
tive power. 

‘There were many reafons upon which 
the Houfe might difapprove of Minifers, 
as well as acis of criminality. They 
might difapprove of a Minifer for wont 
of ability. For want of that rank in life, 
nece Mary to fupport the dignity and con- 
fequence of his tation, For want of legal 
principles, or hoiding doftrr.:s contrary 
to the Coniitution. The Houfe might 
difapprove of a Minifter, when they aif- 
fered with him on the conduct of foreign 
affairs—on war—or on peace. The Houfe 
might fay toa Minifter “ you are juft 
and honeft, but your opinion being againft 
the opinion of the Houfe, you are unfit to 
be Minitter.” To thefe and many other 
reafons, he added, that the circumftances 
under which Minifters were appointed, 
might produce peculiar reafons tor ob- 
iétions to their remaining in Office. 

Thefe arguments, he laid, wee con- 


New Situation ef Great Britain. 


netted with thofe proper to be adduced in 
fupport of the rights of the Houte to re. 
fufe fupplies, and poftponing the public 
bufinefs ; but he thought it more honeft 
and éandid, openly and fairly to fay to 
his Majelty—remove thofe. Minifters— 
they have not the confidence of the Com. 
mons, than filently and fullenly to refuge 
the {upplies, and breed contution in the 
country. 

He entered into a defcription of a Houle 
of Commons, when the Minifter wanted 
confidence. Jealoufies, he faid, would 
employ the members in examining, with 
a prolix and {crutinizing caution, every 
account and grant laid by them on the 
table, when fuch men were in office, Go. 
vernment would be a body without a 
foul, 

The Houfe, he faid, had nobly fpoken 
out; they had, however, been informed 
of the reafons upon which their defires 
were rejected. The faé&t was, the lat 
Mini!try had been difmiffed for taking 
part in an aét of Parliament. An indi- 
vidual Member of the Houfe could not 
have been turned out by his conftituents, 
for fupporting that a¢t, but a whole Mi- 
nifiry were, and that without any reafon, 
but what was indecent and bad. 

The new Miniitty, he was confident, 
were appointed to affront the Houfe, by 
thofe who were neither feen nor heard, 
The doétrine of thofe perfons was, let 
the Commons fupport a ftamp aét, let 
them feed an American war, and we'll 
prote& them—whar was this? It was 
making the Commons an appendage to 
thofe dnfeen perfons ; but, on the other 
hand, {upport the India Bill, and we, in 
that fortrefs, can never be attacked —where 
no reformation can take place—will thew 
you are an appendage to the Court. 

He adverted to the reports and rumours 
refpecting Earl Temple, and faid, ironi- 
cally, he did not believe them, becaufe it 
was a maxim at court, that the King 
fhould not know what bufinc{s went onin 
Parliament. He knew this from him: 
felt; he had been confidential Miniter, 
and found his Majetty fo tenacious of the 
principle of not knowing what went on in 
Parliament, that he would never fpeak to 
him on the fubjeét. Would he commu- 
nicate on fuch a fubjeét with a mere indi- 
vidual, coming to him on the prefumption 
of his peerage. As to the India Bill, 
itfelf, he confidered its rejeétion as inju- 
rious to every man of the great majority 
who voted for it, both as men and legi- 
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what rumour had faid refpe&ting his Ma- 
jetty, he fully believed what had been 
reported of the noble Earl. 

The change of Minilters had been fol- 
lowed by fear of a diffolution of Parlia- 
ment. The Lords difapproved the India 
Bill and the Minilters ; the Commons 
fupported both—-what was the confe- 
quence ? Every engine was fet at work 
that could create variance between the 
Commons and the Crown: and thefe 
were the reafons why the Houfe could not 
have confidence in the Minifters now in 
office. 

He remarked, that the refolution of the 
Minifter not to diffolve the Parliament, 
was not communicated to the Houfe till 
the 22d of January, and he argued ftrongly 
againit the reafon given when an expla- 
nation was refufed. This refufal he con- 
fidered another intent to affront the Houfe, 
and the holding out the diffolution, he 
concluded to be tantamount to faying, 
what we cannot gain by corruption, we'll 
actuire by threat, which conduéct alone 
was fufficient to create jealoufy and 
diftruft. : 

The anfwer from the Throne appgared 
to him peculiar, not fatisfa&tory : not ex- 
prefling a defire to comply with the wifhes 
of the Houfe. It did not go to the great 
principle—Union. ‘Thofe who do doubt- 
ful aéts, mutt fometimes do unpopular 
acts; this confideration frightened Mi- 
‘nifters ; on this they refufed unanimity. 

With refpe&t to the Royal anfwer, in 
which, he faid, thofe who advifed it, he 
was forry to fee, had acted like the ad- 
vifers of Charles IT. they had made the 
King adopt the language of a party. It 
was the fenfe of individuals oppofed to the 
collected fenfe of the Houfe. It was an 
inaufpicious anfwer. If the doctrine of 
addrefs be admitted, the weight of the 
Crown would be loft, as addrefles might 
be obtained at any time. On the point 
of diffolution, he thought the people had 
an undoubted right to addrefs, but the 
addrefles of the day were Ilke thofe which 
produced the death of Ruffel and Sydney. 
It was making the Crown act without 
Parliament. 

He went through a variety of arguments 
on other points, and concluded with mov- 
ing, * That an humble addrefs be pre- 
fented to his Majefty moft humbly to re- 
prefent to his Majelty, the fatisfaction his 
faithful Commons derive from the late 
molt gracious affarances we have received, 
that his Miajefty concurs with us in 


pinion, that it concerns the hondur of 
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his Crown, and the welfare of his pes 

that the public affairs thould be prs 
by a firm, efficient, extended, united Ad- 
miniliration, entiiled to the confidence of 
his people, and fuch as may have a ten- 
dency to put an end to the unhappy di- 
vifions and ditrdctions of this country. 

** To acknowledge his Majetty’s pa- 
ternal goodnefs, in his late moft gracious 
endeavours to give effect to the objec of 
~ late dutiful reprefentation to his Ma- 
jeity. 

_© To lament that the failure of thefé 
his Majefty’s moft gracious endeavours 
fhould be confidered as a final bar to the 
accomplifhment of fo falutary and de 
firable a purpofe; and to exprefs our 
concern and difappointment, that his Ma- 
jelty has not been adviféd to take any 
further ftep towards uniting in the public 
fervice thofe whofe joint efforts have re« 
cently appeared to his Majefty moft ca» 
pable of producing fo happy an effeét. 

‘¢ That this Houfe, with all humility, 
claims it as their right, and on every 
proper occafion fcels it to be their bounden 
duty, to advife his Majefty in the exer- 
cife of his undoubted prerogative in the 
choice of Minifters, and to exprefs to his 
Majefty, when the perfons whom he may 
pleafe to call into the public fervice, have 
not the confidence of this Houfe, without 
being bounden to fignify fpecific reafons 
for their opinion. 

s¢ And to exprefs to his Majefty their 
humble hope, that on a re-confideration 
of their late Addrefs, fuch a plan of union 
as his Majefty hath called for, and we 
have pointed out, may, by the removal of 
the prefent Minilters, yet be carried into 
effect.” : 

Lord Surrey feconded the motion. 

Mr. Martin faid, he was bred up to 
defend the privileges of the Houfe, but 
thought the Conttitution in as much 
danger from a corrupt majority againft 
the minifter, as from a corrupt majority 
in its favour. 

Sir William Lemon fupported Admi- 
niftration in a few words. 

Mr. Charteris thought Mr. Fox had ac- 
ceded for the purpofe of union as far as 
he ought. 

Sir William Dolben argued for a free 
and uncontrolled exercife of the Royal 
Prerogative. 

General Conway faid, it had been al- 
ledged that the Houfe had no right to 
advife the Sovereign in the exercife of his 
prerogative. He could not hear fuch doc» 
trines without reprobating them. ‘Thefe 
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maxims had never heen broached by the 
rankeft tories in this country, nor had they 
been maintained in an arbitrary reign by 
the moft zealous Anti-Exclufionifts. He 
affirmed, that if there was any balance of 
power in the government of this country, ‘ 
it refted in parliament: the conftitution, 
it it exifted any where, feparately exifted 
there. He wifhed for union, and would 
make every honourable {actifice to it. 

Sir William Dolben denied his having 
advanced any new or unconftitutional 
doctrines. ; 

Mr. Wilberforce explained. As did 

General Conway. 

TheChancellor of the Exchequer withed 
to avoid, as much as poffible, all thofe 
repetitions of argument which had become 
fo frequent, and had mingled themfelves 
of late fo much in the progrefs of debate. 
He withed to confine himfelf, as niuch as 
poffible, to what he confidered the point 
in queftion, and to deliver his fentiments 
on this fubject with as much concifenefs 
as lay in his power, that thofe who {peak 
might not be deprived of an opportunity 
of giving their opinions, and that thofe 
who hear, might not be tired by a fa- 
tiguing and difagreeable reiteration of 
beaten themes and of hackneyed argu- 
ments. 

It had been infinuated by an Hon. 
Member, (General Conway) and by fome 
other, that he was averfe from union. 
He could by no means admit this aflertion. 
Had he not on many occafions given the 
flrongeft evidence of his predilection for 
the principle ? Had he not exprefied thefe 
attachments repeatedly in the courfe of his 
{peaking on the fubject? It was his with 
to erect a flrong government. It was his 
defire to contribute all in his power to the 
formation and fuppo:t of fo defirable a 
fyftem. He was therefore one of thofe 
who would exprefs his fentiments of re- 
probation againft thofe who oppofed union, 
as he confidered this meafure as neceffarily 
connected with the intereit and the hap- 
pinefs of the public. But whilft he 
emitted thele ftiong and decided fenti- 
ments in favour of unicn, he by no means 
thought that this defiyable object would 
be brought nearer by the addrefs under 
confideration, or cculd at ali be forwarded 
by the refignation of Miniffers. On this 
point he had zheady given his fentiments. 
Thcle fentiments he had {een no reafon 
to alter. 

He was equally ftruck at another af- 
fertion of the Hon. General. It had been 
afirmed, that the words of the one fide of 
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the Houfe aimed at the annihilation of jts 
privileges. Good God! how'could fuch 
ideas be formed or entertained! Had he 
in any part of his conduct, or of his paft 
procedure, manifefted any peculiar pre- 
dilection in favour of monarchy, or of the 
undue influence of the Crown? Had he, 
curing the progrefs cf his parliamentary 
actings, wifhed to encroach on, or to de- 
ftroy the privileges of parliament? The 
Conftitution and the rights ef the Houle 
of Commons, were circumftances which 
he had always ben taught to venerate, 
He would therefore appeal to the candour 
of the Houfe, to-its recollections of his 
expreffions on this fubject, whether he had 
not, on all occafions, and under every des 
{cription of circumftances, maintained its 
privileges and its dignity. His own opi- 
nions, his partialities, and his views, fa- 
voured thofe ideas; and he muft have been 
deluded to have acted in oppoiition to 
them, 

But whilft he expreffed his warmett fen- 
timents for the honour and the dignity of 
the Houfe of Commons, he felt himéelf 
under an obligation at the fame time to 
vindicate the doctrines of the Hon. Baronet 
(Sir W. Dolben) behind him, fo far as 
they refpected the rights of the other branch 
of the Legiflature, fo far as they regarded 
the juft and conftivutional pr: rogatives of 
the Sovereign, Thefe the Conftitution 
had defined with as much accuracy as it 
had done thofe of the Houfe of Commons; 
and it was furely the duty of Minifters, 
and of the members of that Houle, 
equally to fupport the rights of both, 

No man was more zealous or more un- 
referved in admitting and afferting the 
right of the Houfe to advife the Sovereign 
in the exercife of all his prerogatives, 
than he was. This had always beena 
fentiment which he had avowed ; but that 
a declaration of the difapprobation of -he 
Houle of his Majefty Minifters fhould, 
ipfo fafo, in any given inftance, bind 
and compel the Sovereign to difmifs thofe 
Minilters, or oblige them to refign, was 
a poiot which he never had admitted, and 
would never allow. Such a fentiment of 
difapprobation, furely placed Minifters in 
awkward and unpleafant fituations ; but 
that it fhould force them to retire, he 
would maintain was an unconttiwut onal 
doérne, hottile to the prerogative of the 
Crown, and to that balance of power, on 
which the excellency of cur Government 
depended. This was a point, therefore, 
which he was always ready to maintain, 
and trem fupporting which he hoped he 
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fhould: never be precluded by any falfe 
theories, or vague declamation refpeCing 
the dignity of the Houfe. . 

He alluded to the idea of a faction 
exifting in the Houfe, ftated by his Hon. 
friend, (Mr, Wilberforce) and which he 
had aflerted to be dangerous to the bilance 
of the conftitution. How far this was 
true; how far the condué of the Houf: 
of Commons, during its late procedure, 
juttified this do&trine, and how far the 
Addrefs under confideration confirmed its 
truth, ought to be weighed, and ought 
to produce correfponding effets on the 
minds and votes of the Members of the 
Houle. In deliberating, however, on 
this point, he would caution Members not 
to be overawed by falfe alarms of an en- 
croaching prerogative; by falfe fears of 
an extended monarchy ; or to be decided 
by the ring and found of dignity, fo in- 
ceflantly poured into the ear of the Houle 
on the prefent and paft occafion. 

But though he, was thus the opponent 
of all capricious decifion on the appoint- 
ment of Minilters, he was as unfriendly to 
th ir continuance in office, when difap- 
proved of by the Houfe of Commons on 
proper grounds, as by either branch of the 
Legiflature, On. this aecount he called 
on the Houfe to fpecify charges againft 
Adminiftration, to prove thofé charges, 
and not capriciouily to condemn an Ad- 
miniftration which had never as_yet been 
found guilty, and had, in faét, by an 
unaccountable. obitinacy, and untoward- 
nef3 of circumftances, been deprived of an 
opportunity of difplay'ng its prudence and 
its zeal, in the fervice of the public. 
When thefe accufations were proved, when 
thele charges were fubftantiated, it would 
then be proper for Miniiters to refign ; 
and if in fuch a cafe he fhould afterwards 
eontinue in offices he would fuffer him- 
{elf to be ftigmatized as the champion of 
prerogative, and the unconttitutional fup- 
porter of the ufurpations of the Crown, 
But till this period arrived, he fhould 
reckon ithis duty to adhere to the principles 
of the conftitution, as delivered tous by 
our anceltors; to defend them: againit 
innovation and inoroachment, and to 
mainiain them with-firmnefs, 

Attempts had been made to fix impu- 
tations of criminality on:the:prefent Ad~ 
miniftration. Their fins had been ftated, 
and one of the moft' glarmg: of them: was, 
that the late Miniitry. were’ difinifled 
againft the fenfe.of the Houfe. But what 
was the meaning of this charge? Towhat 
conclufion did: the. argument when: fol« 
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lowed up lead.? Did'it not fairly admit of 
this comment, that it was improper for 
Majeity to difurifs his Minifters, provided 
they were not difapproved by the Houle 
of Commons, and. that fo long as they 
acted agreeable to its fentiments, fo long, 
and no longer were they to enjoy the pa- 
tronage of the Crown, and retain the of- 
fices of Adminiitration ? Was this a de- 
cent treatment of the prerogative? Was 
this conftitutional doctrine? , Was it not 
degrading the dignity of the Sovereign? 
Was it not a transference of the prero- 
gative of the Crown to the Houle of Com- 
mons, and a placing of the Royal Sceptre 
under the mace that lies on that table? 
The conftitution of this country. is: its 
glory. But in what a nice adjuftment 
of parts does its excellence confit ? 
Equally tree from the diftractions of de- 
mocracy,.and the tyranny of monarchy, 
its happinefs confilts in its mixture of both 
parts. It was this mixed government 
which the prudence of our anceftors had 
devifed, and which it would be our. wif- 
dom inviolably to fuppoit. 

They experienced all the viciffitudes 
and dittractions. of a Republic, They 
felt all the vaflalage and-defpotifm of a 
fimple monarchy. They abandoned both, 
and by blending: each together, extracted 
a fyftem which has-been the envy and ad- 
miration. of the-world, Its this fcheme 
of Government which conftitutes the pride 
of Engiifhmen, and which they can never 
relinquith but with their lives. This 
fyftem, however, it is the intention of the 
prefeat Addrefs to defeat and deftroy. It 
is the intention of this Addrefs to ar- 
rogate a power which does not belong to 
the Houle of Commons: to place a ne- 
gative on the exercife of the prerogative, 
and to deftry that balance of power which 
gives diftinction to that Government which 
was fettled at the Revolution, and has 
ever fince continued to diffule its happy 
influences over the inhabitants of this 
country. 

It has been remarked by an Hom, 
Member (Mr. Fox) that no period of our 
hiftory affords an example of Minilters 
exifting after an Addrefs, difapproving of 
them, from the Houfe‘of Commons. But 
to obviate this obfervation, it may ‘be 
proper to afk, whether the hiftory of this 
country affords any  inftance; in which a 
Miniftry have been called on to retire 
from office without a caufe? This is a 
remark which merits attention, and to 
whieh: it may mot be improper to direct 
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the notice of the Hon. Gentleman at the 
prefent moment. ov 

On what grounds of plaufibility, under 
what pretexts then are the fupplies for the 
fervices of the public to be refufed? Is it 
on account of the arbitrary decifion of the 
Houfe ? Have they no confidence in the 
conduct of Adminiftration? And [ will 
venture to afk the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 
Fox) whether he believes that thefe 1up- 
plies, if granted, would be mifapplied ? 
He faid the fentiments of the public were 
flattering to Mimiftry. Thefe the refo- 
{lutions of the Houfe had led his Ma- 
jefty to attend to, and he would fay the 
Addreffes which had been prefented to the 
Throne, were unequivocally in favour of 
that Adminiftration which this Houfe has 
difapproved. 

He exprefled his approbation of the ex- 
plicitneis of the prefent Addrefs. He 
hoped that Gentlemen would now fpeak 
out, and that they would bring their 
charees againtt Minifters. He flattered 
himfelf the Hon. Gentleman's (Mr. Fox) 
manlinefs and candour would lead him to 
this, and that he would not any longer 
tear in pieces the character of Minifters by 
diitant but dark inyective, or unfupported 
allegation. 

He cautioned the Houfe againft enter. 
taining an idea, that the prefent motion 
was calculated to promote union—it 
feemed rather intended to divide and to 
drive parties at greater diftance from each 
other. 

He infifted that an union, if eftablifhed 
at all, muft exift and be formed on ho- 
nourable principles: without this, all 
coalition was farce, and could never be 
permanent. Union formed on different 
motives could never be of long conti- 
nuance; they carried in them their very 
principles of divifion ; 


& They hold the word of promife to the 
ear, and break it to the fenfe.” 


He concluded with apologizing to the 
Houle for delaying them fo long; thus 
much, however, he thought it neceflary 
to fay in fupport of the balance of the con- 
ititution, the prerogative of the King, and 
the privileges of Parliament. 

Mr. Welbore Ellis reprobated the Right 
Hon. Gentleman’s fpeech, as having a 
peedeney to fiupport the principle of fimple 
monarchy. 

Lord John Cavendith {poke of the ad- 
yantages of a republican form of Govern- 

ent, In fome refpects it was fuperior 
fo that of every other, There were obe 
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jects which a Parliament and a Houle of 
Commons could accomplith, beyond the 
reach of different defcriptions of Govern. 
ment. The Right Hon. Gentjeman had 
afferted, that his difmiffion, in confe. 
quence of the Addrefs, would put union 
at a greater ditiance. He could not {ee 
the force of this argument. Had not the 
Adminiftration, with which he had been 
connected, been difmiffed, he would fay 
rather rudely ? One Gentleman was as 
good as another. He could not therefore 
fee that difmiffion was at all an obftacle to 
future union of parties. He contended 
for the right cf Parliament, and of the 
Houfe of Commons, to decide on the 
conduct of Minifters, 

Governor Johnftone fpoke againit the 
motion. 

Capt. Phipps reprobated the conduct of 
the oppofition. 

Mr. Hopkins thought Mr, Pitt had 
acted with becoming liberality, in con- 
ceding what he had done, and withed that 
they would yet come to a conclufion. 

Mr. Fox faid, he was of opinion, that 
when the meffage came down to the Duke 
of Portland, intimating his Majefty’s 
wifhes that he fhould have a perfonal in- 
terview with Mr. Pitt, to form a new Ad- 
miniftration on a wide bafis, and on fair 
and eqgua/terms, there was no probability 
that any ferious and cordial union fhould 
be formed fyom an interview grounded on 
fuch terms: but the Duke of Portland 
thought that the terms of the meflage 
might be conftrued in a manner which 
might warrant them in agreeing to a con- 
ference. The word fair no one could 
object to; it was a general term, and the 
parties might difcufs and determine on 
what they conceived to be mutually fair 
in fettling the feveral arrangements. That 
as to the word equal, to which he in par- 
cular objected, his Grace thought it might 
be meant in its more general unlimited 
fenfe of equitable, and, in that fenfe, 
there could be no objection to it. On this 
account the Duke returned an anfwer, re- 
quelting that Mr. Pitt would explain the 
word equal, but Mr. Pitt declared in fo 
many words, that he did not think any 
further preliminary explanation neceflary. 
Here the matter broke off, for it was im- 
poffible that his Grace could meet Mr. 
Pitt on terms which he refufed to explain. 
The refolution of the St. Alban’s meeting 
was not directed againft either party: it 
was fairly impartial in its purport, and 
cenfured the one fide for not explaining, 
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The King’s Anfwer 


Mr. Pitt faid, that he would never 
econfent either ta one —o- virtual re- 
jenation for the purpale of negociating. 
The meflage wich his Majetty fent to 
the Duke of Portland, was in every refpect 
clear and unequivocal. When defired to 
explain what was meant by equal, he had 
{aid that it would be befl explained on a 
perfonal conference. His reafon for this 
anfwer, and for not agreeing to take 
this word out of the metiage, and to let 
the term fair ftand by itfelf, was, that by 
fo doing it was an implicattan that they 
came to an interyiew to necociate a new 
Adminiftration, admitting the Duke of 
Portland’s pofition, that equality was the 
bajis of fairne/s, ; 

Mr. Fox faid, the objeétion of the Duke 
carried no fuch inference. Subftitute the 
word equitable in the room of equal, or 
explain what you mean by your own term, 
and the difficulty is removed. 

The Hon. Charies Martham faid, he 
trufted that Gentlemen would yet put an 
end to their grammatical objections and 
verbal delicacies, and that. an approach 
for a fettlement might yet be made. 

Mr. Hopkins faid, that in this hope, 
and to prevent further inflammation, he 
would move the previous queflion. 

Mr. Powys thought, that unlefs there 
was any further negociation pending be- 
tween the two Right Hon. Gentlemen, 
the motion for the Addrefs fhould be put, 
fince the charagter ef the Houfe was in- 
volved in it, 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that no other 
negociation was pending, and as the 
queftion: for the Addrefs was moved, he 
though it better that the fenfe of the Houle 
fhould he taken upon it. 

The previous quettion was withdrawn. 

The Houfe then divided on the queftion 


for the Addrefs, 
Ayes, ~ ~ 201 
Noes, - - > 189 
Majority - - 42 


The Addrefs was then prepared, and 
ordered to be prefented by the whole 
Houfe, 

Thurfday, March 4. 

The Speaker came down to the Houfe, 
as he had promifed, precifely at two 
o'clock, but yery few of the Members 
were equally punlual ; about three, ail 
the Members that had come, got into car- 
yiages and proceeded to St. James’s, an 
infinite number joining cavalcade. Ata 
suarter before five they returned to the 
Houle, and the moment the Chancellor of 
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the Exchequer arrived, the Speaker took 
the Chair, and acquainted the Houfe, 
that the Houfe attended his Majefty that 
day [Thurfday] with their Addrefs, to 
which his Majefty had been pleafed to 
give the following aniwer : 

«¢ Gentlemen, 

‘* T Have already expreffed to you how 
fenfible I am of the advantages to be de- 
rived from fuch an Adminiftration as was 
pointed out in your unanimous Refolution; 
and I affured you that I was detfirous of 
taking every flep moft conducive to fuch 
an_ object: [ remain in the fame fenti- 
ments: but I continue equally convinced, 
that it is an obj & not likely to be ob- 
tained by the difiniffion of my prefent 
Minifters. ; 

“IT muft repeat, that no charge or 
complaint, nor any {pecific objection, is 
yet made againft any of them. If there 
were any fuch ground for their removal at 
prefent, it ought to be equally a reafon 
for not ‘admitting them as a part of 
that extended and united Adminiltration, 
which you ftate to be requifite. 

“I did not confider the failure of my 
recent endeavours as a final bar to the ac- 
complifhment of the purpofe which I had 
in view, if it could have been attained on 
thofe principles of fairnefs and equality, 
without which it can neith-r be honourable 
to thofe who are concerned, nor lay the 
foundation of fuch a ftrong and {table 
Government as may be of lafting advan+ 
tage to the country. But I know of zo 
further fteps which I can take, that can 
be effectual to remove the difficulties 
which obfiruct that defirable end. 

«T have never called in queftion the 
right of my faithful Commons to offer me 
their advice on every proper occafion, 
touching the exercife of any branch of my 
prerogative: I fhall be ready at all times 
to receive it, and give it the moft attentive 
eonfideration: And they will ever find 
me difpofed to fhew my regard to the true 
principles of the Conflitution, and to take 
fuch meafures as may beft conduce to the 
fatisfaction and profperity of my people.” 

Mr. Fox rofe the moment the Speaker 
had finifhed his recital of the King's 
anfwer, and moved that the confideration 
of his Majefty’s Anfwer to the Addrefs of 
the Houfe be adjourned till Monday 
next. 

This was unanimoufly affented to. 
Friday, March s. 

The Houfe went into a long debate on 
the Mutiny Bill, and on the poftponing 
of public buiinels: The confideration = 
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the above bill was adjourned to next 
Moncy, on a motion made by Mr. Fox. 
Ayes - - oe 
Noes - - 162 
Mzjority for the motion - 9 
Monday, March 8. 
. The public were greatly difappointed by 
Sir James Lowther infifting on having the 
gallery of the Houfe cleared. 

Mr. Fox moved a reprefentation to the 
King’s Anfwer, which was carried by a 
majority of one only, 

Ayes - = 
Woes - 
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The following is a correct copy of the 
Refolutions pafled this evening : 

“© Refolved, 

«That an humble Reprefentation be 
prefented to his, Majeity, moft humbly to 
teltify the furprize and affliction of this 
Houle, on receiving the Anfwer which his 
Majetly’s: Minitlers have advifed to: the 
duuful and feafonable Addrefs of this 
Howle, concerning one of the moft im- 
pertant act of his Majetty’s government. 

«© To exprefs our concern, that when 
his Majetty’s paternal, goodnefs has gra- 
cioutly inclined hs Majefty to be fenhble 
of the advantage to be derived from fuch 
am Adiminiftration as was pointed out in 
our Refolution, his Majefty thould ftill be 
joduced to prefer the opinions of indivi- 
duals to the repeated advice of the Repre- 
fentatives of his people in Parliament af. 
fembled, with refpect to the means of ob. 
taining fo d-firabléan end. 

‘¢'To reprefent to his Majefly, that a 
preference of this nature is as injusious to 
the true interelts of the Crown, as it is 
wholly. repugnant to the fpirit of our free 
conftituticn ; that fyftems founded on fuch 
a pieference are not in truth entirely new 
in this country; that they have been the 
characteriitic features of thole unfortunate 
reigns, the maxims.of which are now jultly 
and univerfally exploded, while his Ma- 
jetly and his Royal progenitors have been 
fixed in the hearts of their people, and 
have c.mmanded the refpect and admi- 
vation. ci all the nations of the earth, by 
a confiant and uniform attention to the 
advice of their Commons, however ad- 

verfe fuch advice may have been to the 
opinions cf the execuiive fervants of the 
Crown, 
«© To affure his Majefty, that we nei:her 
have difputed, nor mean in any inftance 


to difpute, much: lefs to deny, his Ma. 











““Refolution paffed by Oppofition. 


jelty’s undoubted prerogative of appointin 
to the executive offices of State fuch 4 
fans as to his Majeity’s wifdom thall jcem 
meet ; but, at the fame time, that we 
mult, with all humility, again. fubmnt to 
his Majetty’s Royal wiftlom,. that no Ads 
miniftration, however legaily appoint 
can ferve his Majefty suid ‘the pubis = 
effect, which does notenjoy the confidence 
of this Houfe. That in his Majeity’s 
prefent Ad miniftration we cannot confide: 
the circumftances under whicit it was cons 
ftituted, and the grounds upon which it 
continues, have created juft fufpicions in 
the breafts of his faithful Commons, that 
principles are adopted, and. views: enter. 
tained, unfriendly to the privileges of 
this Houfe, and to the freedom of ourex- 
cellent ccnftitution.. That we have made 
no charge againftany of, them, becaule 
it is their removal and not their punithy 
ment which we have defired: And tha 
we humbly conceive we are: warranted, 
by the ancient ufage of this Houfe, ty 
defire fuch removal, without making any 
charge whatever. 

“© To acknowledge, with gratitude; 
his Majefty’s goodne{s.in not confidering 
the failure of his recent endeavours; asia 
final bar to the accomplithment of the 
gracious purpofe which his Majefly hias in 
view; and to exprefs the great concern 
and mortification with which we find ours 
felves obliged to declare, that the confo- 
lation which we fhould naturally have de- 
rived from his Majefty’s moft gracious 
difpofition, is .confiderably abated by un- 
derftanding that his Majelty’s’ adviters 
have not thought fit to fuggeft to his Ma- 
jetty. any further fteps to remove the dith- 
culties which obftruét fo defirable an 
end. 

“ To recall. to his Majefty’s recollec- 
tion, that his faithful Commons. have 
already fubmitted to-his Majefty, moft 
humbly, but mott diftinly, their opinion 
upon this fubjeét ; that they can have no 
interefts but thofe of his Majefty. and of 
their Conftituents ; whereas it is needlels 
to fuggelt to his Majefty’s wifdom and 
difcernment, that individual advifers may 
be actuated by very different motives. 

* To exprefs our moft unteigned gra- 
titude for his Maje(ty’s royal. affurances; 
that he.does not call in quettion the right 
of this: Houfe to offer their advice to his 
Majefty on every: proper oceafion touch: 
ing. the exercife of any branch of hisroyal 
prerogatives; and of his Mayjelty’s: rea+ 
dinefs at all times to receive fuch advice, 
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Attack on ihe prefent Miniftry. 


and to give it the moft attentive confi- 
deration. 

«“ To declare that we recognize in thefe 
gracious expreffions, thofe excellent and 
conttitutional fentiments, which we have 
ever been accuftomed to hear from the 
Throne fince the glorious zra of the Re- 
yolution, and which have pecuitarly cha- 
yaGterized his Majefty and the Princes of 
his illu(trious Houfe; but to lament that 
thefe moft gracious expreffions, while 
they infpire us with additional affection 
and gratitude towards his Majetty’s royal 
p:rlon, do not a little contribute to in- 
creafe our fufpicions of thofe men who 
have advifed his Majefty, in direét con- 
tradition to thete aflurances, to negle& 
the advice of his Commons, and to retain 
in his fervice an Adminiftration whofe 
coniinuance in office we have fo repeat- 
edly and fo diftingtly condemned. 

“ To reprefent to his Majeity, that it 
has anciently been the practice of this 
Houfe to withhold fupplies until griev-\ 
ances were redrefled ; and that if we were 
to follow this courfe in the prefent con- 
junéture, we fhould be warranted in our 
proceeding as well by the moft approved 
precedents as by the {pirit of the Contti- 
tution itfelf; but if in confideratien of 
the very peculiar exigengies of the times 
we fhould be induced to wave, for the 
prefent, the exercife in this inftance of 
our undoubted legal and conftitutional 
mode of obtaining redrefs, that we hum- 
bly implére his Majefty not to impute 
our forbearance to any want of fincerity 
in our complaints, or diftruft in the juf- 
tice of our caufe. 

«© That we know and are fure that the 
profperity of his Majeity’s dominions in 
tormer times has been, under diving Pro- 
vidence, owing to the harmony which 
has, for near a century, prevailed unin- 
terruptedly between the Crown and this 
Houfe. 

‘« That we are convinced that there is no 
way to extricate this country from its 
prelent difficulties, but by purfuing the 
fame fyftem to which we have been in- 
debted at various periods of our hiftory, 
for our fucceffes abroad, and which is at 
ail times fo neceffiry for our tranquillity 
at home. ‘That we feel the continuance 
of the prefent Adminiftration to ‘be an 
Innovation upon that happy fyttem. ‘That 
we cannot but expeét from their exdftence 
under the difplealure of this Houfe, every 
misfortune naturally incident to a weak 
and diffratted Government. That if we 
had concealed trom-his Majefty our ho- 
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nef fentiments upon this imporrant critis, 
we fhould have been in fome degree re- 
fpontihle for the mHchiefs which are but 
too certain to enfue, 

«© That we have done our duty to his 
Majetty and our Conftituenis in pointing 
out the evil, and in humbly imploring 
redrefs ; that the blame and refponfibility 
muft now lie wholly upon thoi who have 
prefumed to advife his Majefty to a& ia 
contradiction to the uniform maxims 
which have hitherto governed the conduct 
of his Majefty, as well as every other 
Piince of his illufrious Houfe, upon 
thofe who have difregarded the opinions, 
and neglected‘the admonitions of the Re- 
prefentatives of his people; and who 
have thereby atiempted to fet up a new 
fyftem of executive Adminiftration, which 
wanting the confidence of this Houfe, 
and atting in defiance to our Refolutions, 
muft prove at once inadequaie by its ine 
efficiency to the neceflary obj éts of Ga- 
vernment, and dangerous by its exame 
ple to the liberties ot the people. 

Ordered, 

«¢ That the faid Addrefs be prefented 
to his Majefty, by fueh Members of this 
Houle as are of his Majeity’s Molt Ho- 
nourable Privy Council.” 

Wednefday, March 10. 

Sir George Howard brought up the 
report from the Committee on the Muti- 
ny bill, which was agreed to, read a 
third time, and ordered to be engroficd 
and fent to the Lords. Of courfe, this 
bill has paffed the Commons tur iwelve 
months, 

Mr. Brett moved the navy efimates. 
There was 500,000]. he faid, wanting 
for difcharging contracts, entered into 
for thipping laft war, to be built in pri- 
vate yards; and 1,109,o00l. for extra 
buildings in the King’s yards, over and 
above wear and tear for 1784. 

After a fhort converiation on cecone- 
my, the eftimates were voted, and the 
Houfe adjourned. 

Tburfday, March 11. 

The Houle we:t into a very unintereft- 
ing debate upon the affairs of the Latt- 
India Company, and adjourned. 

Friday, March 12. 
Mr. Sawbriige made his mation fora 
reformation of parliament, 
oes 148. 
Ayes 93. 
Loft by 48 
Monday, March 15. 

The Secretary at War p:e¢iented extra- 

ordinaries of the army. 
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Ordered in a bill to continue the Aé& 
of laft feffions for carrying on the trade 
to America. 
Tuefday, March 16. 

A thort debate took place on the Ame- 

rican Intercourfe bill. 
* Lord Sheftield faid, he fhould not ob- 
je to continuing the prefent bill, but 
the Minifter had already expoted his opi- 
pion by a bill he introduced into the 
Houfe laft year, and by declarations fince 
that time. He therefore fhou!d not trult 
the Minifter with fuch a power, unlets 
he would affure the Houfe that he would 
not, without the confent of Parliament, 
‘difpenfe with the effence of our Naviga- 
tion Laws, by opening the Weft India 
ports to foreign veflels in any fhape, and 
he fuppofed the Minifter knew that the 
thipping of the American States were 
now foreign. He fhould not fufpect any 
man living but the Minilter, whole con- 
duét authorifed him to fuppofe, he might 
be capable of the meafure, even after the 
abhorrence the Houle had fhewn to it 
laft year. He could not leave fuch a 
matter to him, or even the Privy Coun- 
cil, while Parliament was fitting,’ and 
he mutt declare his intention of oppofing 
the bill in every ftage, and cf moving a 
Call of the Houfe for the day on which 
the bufinefs was to be decided, as the 
welfare of the Britifh marine: was deeply 
concerned, unlefs fome -affurance was 
ven. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer de- 
nied, that there was any intention in the 
Privy Council to aét as the noble Lord 
had defcribed. Mr. Pitt urged the ne- 
ceflity of {peedily paffing the bill, aud 
fpoke of the confequences that muft arife, 
from leaving the country without any 

ill at all. 

-Lord Beaughamp delared, the neceffity 
was not fo prefling as the Hon, Gentle- 
man had ftated, fince the prefent Act did 
not expire ti/] the 27th of April. His 
Lordthip objeéted to the proceedings of 
the Committee of the Privy Council. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer re- 
plied, and afked, if becaufe the prefent 
A& did not expire till the 27t of April, 
that were to be affigned as a reafon tor 
not paffing another bill ? 

Mr. Dempftcr faid, he could not help 
thinking it might be proper to fuffer 
American lumber to come to our iflands, 
if Canada and Nova Scotia could not fur- 
nith (ufficiently. 

M:, Eden declared, he was aware that 
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the Committee muft be much folicited hy 
Welt Indian interefts, and others, to oper? 
the trade. But he very much doubted 
the accuracy of the reprefentations refpett- 
ing fcareity in the Welt Indies; and even 
it thofe reprefentations were verified, re. 
lief ought to be given perhaps in any 
manner preferably to facrificthg the car. 
rying trade, whatever might be the incon. 
venience or temporary expence, 

Lord Frederick Campbell defended the 
proceedings of t.> Privy Council, 

Lord Sheffield faid, as he could colled 
from what had been faid, that it was not 
very probable the mifchiefs he appre- 
hended was likely to happen, before Par. 
Yament might take cognizance of the 
bufinefs, he fhould not move a Call of 
the Houfe. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer gare 
notice, that he muit not be concluded to 
have faid, that the powers entrufted fhould 
not be ufed, and that he did not mean to 
be guided by the opinion or pamphlet of 
the noble Lord. 

Lord Sheffield replied, that it was on 
that which had fallen from others, and 
by no means on what the minifter had 
faid, that he fhould depend: that the 
minifter might alter the law, butit fhould 
be at his peril. 

Wednefday, March 17. 

In a Committee of Supply, voted the 
17,0011. be granted for detraying the 
charge of the out-penfioners of Cheliea 
hofpital. 

Thurfday, March 18. 

The bill tor continuing fo much of ah 
A& of the laft Seffion of Parliament, a 
enables his Majelty to dilpenfe with cet- 
tain inftruments being required from thipt 
trading to different ports of the United 
States of America being read, the Howie 
refolved itfeif into a Committee, when 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer fpoke 
a very few words in fupport of the bill. 
It was, he thought, both proper and ne- 
ceflary, that our commercial intercouri 
with America fhould be quickly reduced 
into an eafy, regular, and certain chan- 
nel; and that it fhould not be left ob- 
noxious to the viciffitudes to which the 
want of proper regulations would mof 
likely expofe it. The day to which it 
was propofed to extend the above-men 
tioned claufe of the bill, was the 20th o 
june. : 

Mr. Eden objeéted to the continuation 
‘of the A& alluded to beyond the roth of 
May, the term which had before er 
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Debates on a Diffolution. 


fixed upon. He could fee no one reafon 
for fo extending the a&, unlefs it were to 
afford Miniftry an opportunity of dif- 


folving Parliament. If that was the real. 


objet of the amendment, he lamented 
exceedingly the misfortunes that hung 
over this country. Unwife, he would 
fay, was that Cabinet, that could give 
fuch counfel to his Majefty ; but not more 
unwife than the unconititutional and rui- 
nous meafures that had paved the way to 
fuch counfels. 

Mr. Herbért obferved, that as to the 
claufe in quettion, he believed that the 
amendment was-a very proper and com- 
mendable one. For it was eafy to con- 
ceive in how many fhapes evils might 
arife to this country, from a relaxation in 
the navigation aét to America. That 
country was then become, in every fenfe, 
a foreign country: it ought, therefore, 
to be treated, in fome refpects, like a fo- 
reign country. Confidered as a foreign 
country, its enmity was too great to be 
contemned; and, confidered as a country 
with which Britain had reafon to feek for 
an alliancc, its friendfhip was too confi- 
derable to be neglected. 

The Chairman having now read the 
claufe, with the amendment, it was agreed 
to mem. con. 

Friday, March 19. 

The bribery and corruption bill was 
confidered in a defultory manner: a very 
trifling, and dull converfation then took 
place, on the merics of the propofed law 
relative to elections. Sir George Yonge 
obferved that, till the days of Charles 
the Second, the candidates were not put 
to any expence whatever. Mr. Foljambe, 
Lord Mahon, Mr. Kenyon, &c. &c. de- 
livered their opinions on the fubject. 

Monday, March 22. 

The order of the day was read, for the 
Houfe to go inte a.Committee of Supply ; 
when the queftion was put that the 
Speaker do leave the chair 

Sir Grey Cooper expreffed his aftonith- 
ment, that the gentlemen who compofed 
the prefent adminiftration, fhould bring 
forward the tupplies of the nation fo ra- 
pidly, if they had any intentions of dif- 
folving Parliament. It was generally ru- 
moured without doors, but for his part, 
he did not believe it, that the prefent Par- 
liament would be diffolved betore the end 
of the week. Minittry furely had not 
yet come to this imprudent refolution ; 
becaufe he apprehended that the votes of 
fupply not being oppofed, gave them no 
caule of delaying the national bufinefs ; 
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therefore a diffolution would be a very 
unwife and unpopular meafure ; and the 
Right Hon. Gentleman who was at the 
helm of affairs, was certainly not fo ige 
norant of the ufage of Parliament, as to 
countenance any expedient which might 
throw the country into confufion. With 
regard to the fupplies, he wifhed that the 
Houfe would take notice, that they were 
about to vote 2,399,0961. os. gd. and yet 
threatened with a diffolution for ftopping 
the bufinefs of the nation. Out of this 
2,399,096]. there was the fum of 370,000l. 
as ways and means, which allowing it to 
be the cuftom of Parli:ment to vote, it 
was furely no fign of the refractory {pirit 
of the prefent Parliament, that they wil- 
lingly acceded to it. The accumulated 
fum of the army extraordinaries, includ- 
ing the fupplies that were now about to 
be paffed, and thofe already agreed to, 
would amount to 10,000,000!. the moft 
of which, if not all, remained as yet une 
appropriated. He then mentioned fome 
particulars relative to the ufage of former 
Parliaments ; and was. fully convinced, 
that the prefent had done nothing which 
deferved their being marked with fuch in- 


‘famy. 


Mr. Harrifon reprobated the idea of a 
diffolution. He faid, that the prefent 
Miniftry fhould bring forward the public 
bufinefs with all poffible fpeed ; for who 
were now to be blamed for ftopping the 
affairs of the nation from being tranfacled? 
Surely not Parliament, therefore he was 
furprized, that gentlemen fhould enter- 
tain an idea of adiflolution, which would 
certainly throw the country into the greateft 
confufion. 

Lord North very ironically obferved, 
*¢ There cannot at prefent be a diffolu- 
tion.” . This obfervation threw the Houfe 
into an immoderate fit of laughter. 

The queftion was then put for the 
Speaker's leaving the chair, which was 
agreed to; on which the Houfe went into 
a Committee, Mr. Orde in the chair. 

The Secretary at war rofe and moved, 
that the fum of 2,399,096!. gd. be grant- 
ed to his Majefty, for the extraordina- 
ries of the army unprovided for by Par- 
liament. 

Mr. Huffey begged leave to atk the 
Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) if 
there was any truth in the report without 
doors, that Parliament was to be diffolved 
before the end of this week. He wifhed 
for feveral reafons to know ; and he after- 
wards put a queftion relative to the efti- 


mate at prefent before them. 
Dd The 















































210 Debates ona Diffalution. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer made 
no anfwer to the queftion of the diffolu- 
tion, but fpoke to the eftimate. 

The quettion was then put, which was 
agreed to; when Mr, Orde atked leave to 
fit again, which was productive of 4 very 
hearty laugh. 

Tuefday, March 23. 

Mr. Eden, with great refpect, atked 
Mr. Pitt if there was any intention of an 
immediate diffolution of Parliament— 
And reprobated the conduct of Miniftry 
for not declaring their fentiments on that 
head. 

Mr. Pitt made no anfwer. 

Lord North obferved, it was impofhble 
that Minifters could be fo unwife as to 
advife a diffolution of Parliament-at this 
critical jun&ture; and yet he was almoft 
fully perfuaded, that a diffelution of Par- 
liament was at laft agreed upon in the ca- 
binet. He was aftonifhed, that any 
gentleman could be daring enough to ad- 
vile his Majefty to diffolve a Parliament 
that had acted conftitutionally, by defend 
ing its rights and liberties, againft an un- 
due influence of the Crown; and he did 
not helitate to affirm, that fuch an advice 
was highly criminal. By the refolutions 
of that Houfe, which flood upon the 
Journals, it was declared, that whoever 
advifed his Majefty to diffolve Parliament, 
was an enemy to his country; and he 
hoped that a new Parliament would ad- 
here to thofe refolutions, and not fuffer 
the conttitution to be wantonly deftroyed, 
by the whim or caprice of any party. 
The Right Hon. Geatleman apparently 
treated with contempt any queftions con- 
cerning a diffolution, although it mutt be 
allowed, that an anfwer to thofe quelf- 
tions was of great importance to the 
Members of the prefent Parliament, and 
to the community at large. But where 
was the culpability of the prefent Parlia- 
ment, that caufed a diffolution at this 
time fo exceedingly neceflary? They had 
not ftopped the fupplies, therefore a dif- 
folution could not be jultly founded on 
that ground. They had not ftopped the 
bufineis of the nation, for the delay of 
public meafures lay at the doors ot the 
prefent Miniftry. He could not imagine 
that when they were voting the fupplies, 
and by their acquiefcence accelerating the 
bufineis of the nation, that Adminittra- 
tion would adopt a meafure which would 

<onyulfe the country. There had for- 
merly been a war waged between the pre- 
fent Houfe of Commons, and the Gen- 
tlemen who were the Minifters of the 


country ; but that had now ceafed—aji 
was peace and tranquillity—and the buy. 
fine(s of the nation went on without in. 
terraption—therefore he could not believe 
that any fet of men, however ftimulated 
by ambitious views, would aé in 
violation to the cuftom of Parliament 
and mark a new and extraordinary wera a 
the politics of this country. He withed 
that Gentlemen would recolleé, that 
there were large fums unappropriated 
and that there was a refpite of duties till 
the firft of May ; therefore he would be 
happy to know what fy&em the Miniftry 
intended to adopt in order to anfwer the 
emergency of public affairs. 

General Conway did not flatter him- 
felf with an anfwer relative to the diffoe 
lution, fince the Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Pitt) had declined fatisfying feve. 
ral refpe€table chara€ters on that impor- 
tant topic. He was forry to obferve, that 
the Right Hon. Gentleman treated fuch 
queftions with an unbecoming levity and 
contempt. If Parliament was to be dif- 
folved, of which he entertained very lit. 
tle doubt, it was certainly a civility be- 
coming the decency and decorum of Mi- 
nifters of this country, to anfwer the 
queftions of honorable and refpectable 
gentlemen, efpecially when. thofe quef- 
tions were concerning parliamentary exi(- 
tence. The ordnance eftimates had been 
voted, the army and navy eftimates had 
been voted, without any oppofition ; and 
furely an acquiefcence to thofe meafures 
could not militate againft their exiftence. 
They had been threatened with a diffolu- 
tion, if they oppofed the fupplies, and 
this had been held over their heads as a 
rod of correétion. The Minifter withed 
that their opponents had ftopped the fup- 
plies,.as it would be a fufficient apology 
tor diffolving Parliament ; but fince they 
were difappointed, he could not conceive 
their reafons for fo fudden a diffolution, 
Public meafures had been promifed to be 
brought forward, but thofe promifes had 
been totally negle&ted. . To whom could 
the delay be attributed? Not to the 
Houfe of Commons, for they had fhewn 
their willingnefs to confent to any mea- 
fure which had for its end the good of 
the n.tion. The delay was to be attri- 
buted to the Minifters only, who ated 
with timidity. Gentlemen had pledged 
themfelves to bring forward a confidera- 
tion of the dock yards, hofpitals, &c. 
and when the ordnance eftimates were 
agreed to, an He: curable Gentleman 
(Mr. Huffey) had been the caufe of de- 
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duSting 100,000!. from the account. Thefe 
fubje&ts were promifed to be refumed on 
a future day; but he was afraid that 
would not happen during the exiftence of 
this prefent Parliament. He lamented the 
critical fituation of public affairs, and 
thought a diffolution would be attended 
with the worft confequences, although he 
had no doubt but the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman would gain a majority in the new 
liament. 
—o North wifhed to afk the Right 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) how he 
meant to defray the fubfiftence of the army 
after the 1ft of May. By what Jaw was 
the Right Hon. Gentleman to provide for 
that after the expiration of the period al- 
Juded to. They had been flattered with 
the idea, that if the fupplies were voted, 
no diffolution would take place till near 
theendof the feffion. He wifhed:to know 
if the Right Hon. Gentleman meant to 
make this diftin&tion between the two Par- 
liaments, “* That one was to be the Que/- 
tion Parliament, and the other the An/wer 


Hayley’s Plays. - 218 


Parliament ?” He reprobated the idea of 
a diflolution, and alledged that the pro- 
craftinating fy{tem was to be attributed to 
the Miniter only. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer de- 
clared, that gentlemen might put what 
queftions, or make what motions they 
pleafed, as he did not think he was bound 
to anfwer them one wey or another, -but 
merely to difcharge his duty tothe public, 
to which he would implicitly attend. 

The report was then read a firft and 
fecond time, and agreed to. 

Wednefday, March 24. 

His Majetty went to the Houfe of Peers, 
and gave the Royal affent to feventeen 
public and fix private bills. The King 
then made a fpeech from the Throne (fee 
page 167 of our lait) and prorogued the 
Parliament to the 6th of April. 

The next day— 

Friday, March 26. 

A proclamation was iffued (the con- 
tents of which fee page 167 of our laft) by 
which the Parliament was DISSOLVED. 








For 


Plays of three Aéts, wfitten for a pri- 
vate Theatre. By William Hayley, 
Efq. 4to. 

T° thefe dramatic pieces Mr. Hayley 

bas prefixed an elegant copy of verfes 
inferibed to the Duchefs of Devonthire, 

The plays are five in number, viz. 1. 

The Happy Prefeription, a Comedy. 2. 

Marcella, a Tragedy. 3. The Two 

Connoiffeurs, aComedy. 4. Lord Ruf- 

fel, a Tragedy; and 5, The Maufo- 

leum. ; 

Notwithftanding the Britith comic mufe 
has for a great number of years been ac- 
cuftomed to exprefs herfelf in profe, and 
her cuftom has the fanétion of fettled 
pores and fuccefsful example, this ce- 
ebrated writer has been tempted to intro- 
duce a novelty into our language, by 
writing the dialogue of his Comedies in 
rhyme! With what fuccels thefe three 
pieces were aéted on a private flage we 
have not heard; but are very apprehen- 
five, though they contdin ‘many beauti- 
ful paffages, that dialogues in the mea- 
fure of the Bath Guide, which our au- 
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MONTHLY ann CRITICAL REVIEWS 
a FF & 2 & 1784. 









thor profeffedly imitates, will not be re- 
lifhed by the audience at a public theatre. 

The Happy Prefcription, we are in- 
formed, is founded upon a real anecdote, 
Selina, niece to Sir Nicholas Oddfith, 
who impatiently wifhes to fee her. well 
married, is courted with the permiffion 
of her uncle by two poetical coxcombs 
whom fhe heartily defpifes. Mrs. Felix 
her coufin, who is married to a worthy 
colonel in the Eaft-India fervice, unites 
with her to make her lovers defift from 
their importunities. This circumftance 
is at length happily brought about by 
Morley, a young phyfician, who arrives 
from Afia with his friend colonel Felix. 

The return of this gentleman is thus 
beautifully announced by Jonathan, his 
fervant, who is difpatched to the houle 
of Sir Nicholas. 


‘JENNY. 
Your fcenes of hard fervice I hope are all over 5 
It is now fairly time you fhould both live in 
clover 5 
Your Mafter, I truft, has brought home as 
much treafare 
Ddz As 
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As will make him a parliament-man at his 
pleafure ; . 

And, to recompence you for the wound in 
your arm, 

Perhaps he will buy you a fnug little farm. 


JONATHAN. 


When a Gentleman comes from the Eaft, my 
good girl, 

You all think he is loaded with diamonds and 
pearl 5 

You fancy his treafure too great to be told, 

And fuppofe he poffeffes a mountain of gold. 

A few daring blades, by a bold kind of ftealth, 

Have indeed from the Indies brought home fo 
much wealth, 

That with all their keen fenfes they ne’er could 
employ it, 

And have dy’d from the want of a heart to 
enjoy it: 

But fome hundred brave lads, whom gay youth 
led to enter 

That promifing region of hope and adventure, 

Have toil’d many years in thofe rich burning 
climes, 

With fmall thare of their wealth, and with 
none of their crimes. 

Now my Matter and I both belong to this 
tribe ; 

Not a fingle Nabob have we kill’d for a bribe ; 

And, to tell you a truth, which I hope you'll 
not doubt, 

We're as poor and as honeft as when we fet 
out. 





Jenny. 
What! your Mafter ftill poor in fo thriving a 
trade ! 
And with patients fo rich has he never been 
paid 
For the wounds he has heal’d ? 
JoNATHAN. 
Yes, my dear, for his fees 
I know he has touch’d many thoufand rupees ; 
Yet the fight of diftrefs he cquld never endure ; 
What he took trom the rich he beitow’d en 
the poor. 


JENNY. 
Well, Heaven will pay him, no doubt, in due 
feafon. 
But what brings him home ?—I would fain 
know the reafon 
Why he leaves that rich land in the bloom of 


his life : 

I {uppofe from the want of a cherry-cheek’d 
wife ? 

They fay thofe black wenches are fad nafty 
creatures, 


And tho’ they’ve fine fhapes, they have hor- 
rible features. 

Does he want a white fweet-heart ? or has he 
a black > 


JonatTtuay. 


*Tis indeed a white woman that brings us both 
back 5 





Scenes from the Happy Prefcription. 


But, alas! ‘tis an old One—my Matter, jt 
feems, ’ 
Has a fond fimple mother that’s troubled with 
dreams, 
And he, like a tender and foft-hearted youth 
Refigns his fine profpect, and comes tate 
forfooth, 
Becaufe the old dame has exprefs’d her defires 
To fee him in England before the expires : 
And, egad, fince he’s come fhe will live lone 
enough, ¥ 
For the feems to be made of good durable ftuf’. 


Jenny. 
Well, now I fhall love him a hundred times 
more 
Than I did for the ftories you told me before, 
God blefs the kind foul! who behaves ta his 
mother 
As if he well knew he could ne’e: have another ; 
And where he my fon I could not live without 


him 5 
I could ftay here all day while you're talking 
about him. 


Morley foon after has the addrefs to 
put Sapphic out of humour with Selina, 
and perfuade Decifive that he is in a deep 
confumption, and will certainly die in 
fix months if he enters into the marriage 
ftate. This occafions the lover to reject 
the pofitive old uncle’s propofal. Grati- 
tude for the fervice Morley had done her, 
interefts Selina much in his favour; and 
on Colonel Felix telling Sir Nicholas he 
owed his life to this amiable phyfician, 
who poffefied every qualification but 
riches to make the matrimonial (tate hap- 
py, and offering to fettle a fortune on 
him, which the latter peremptorily refufes, 
the whimfical knight gives Selina to 
Morley in thefe words: 


My dear Boy, fay no more; 
You're the match that J never could meet with 
before. 
TI have long fought in vain for an heir to my 
mind, 
But all my foul with’d, in your fpirit I find. 
You hall not rob’ your Friend of a fingle Gold 
Moor*, 
He can raife heirs enough to inherit his {tore : 
To fuch men as himfelf let him haite'to give 
birth, 
And with twenty young Felix’s garnifh the 
earth. 
How trifling foever your fortune may be, 
From the Colonel’s efteem, and-the virtues J 
fee, 
I think you as noble a match for my Niece, 
As I could, had you brought home a new 
golden fleece : 
I have money enough, if you're rich in af- 
fection.—— 
As I always have talk"d of an equal connection, 
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My neighbours, perhaps, may fuppofe my fight 
r dim 

Or mock my wife choice as a generous whim: 
er thei ftudy with zeal, which 1 hope may 

fucceed, 
Of their horfes and dogs to improve the beft 
breed 5 : 
A ftudy more noble engroffes my mind, — 
To preferve the firft points in the breed of man- 


ind : 
On the heart and the foul, as the firft points, 
I dwell, 
Inthefe, my dear children, you match mighty 
well ; 
And I think human nature in debt to my care, 
For uniting tw mortals who happily pair. 


Sir Nicholas foon after concludes this 
frightly piece as follows : 


Sir Nicworas, to Morey. 
Here, my worthy young Friend, take and 
cherifh this fair, 
And, truft me, you'll find her deferving your 


care 5 
For although of her fex fhe may have a fmall 
fpice, 
She'll pleafe you ten times where fhe vexes you 
twice 5 
And happy the man, in this fkirmithing life, 
Who is able to fay half as much of his wife. * 


A Rumble from Newport to Cowes in 
the Iile of Wight. By William Sharp, 
jun. qto. 

It the critical reader fhould difcover 
this Rumble to be an odd jumble of poe- 
try and politics, he will find two pretty 
bud's eye views taken in the ifland, which 
will, we apprehend, afford him fatisfac- 
tion. 


Two introdu&tory Legtures read at the 
Anatomical Courfe at the Theatre in 
Windmill-ftreet. By William Hun- 
ter, M. D. ato. 

Thefe two Leftures, which are pub- 
lihhed with the leave of Dr. Hunter's 
executors, contain a valuable*hiftory of the 


tife and progrefs of Anatomy 4 with fome 


papers drawn up by that diitinguifhed 
practitioner, for eftablithing a Mufeumn 
tor medical and chirurgical purpofes. 


Free and candid Reflections, occafioned 
by the Jate additional Duties on Sugars 
andon Rum. Submitted tothe Con- 


fideration of the Britith Miniftry, the - 


Members of both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, and the Proprietors of Sugar 
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Eftates in the Weft-India Colonies, 

By John Gardner Kemeys, Efq. 8vo. 

Mr. Gardner appears to ve perfectly 
acquainted with the fubiect before him, 
and draws an animated picture of the de- 
clining {tate of the planters in the Britidh 
Welt Indies, whofe fituation calls loudly 
for parliamentary redrefs. His reflec- 
tions are modeft and candid, and well 
worth the peru.al of ail perfons who have 
any connection with the plantations, or 
who are concerned in the American inter- 
courfe, 


A Review of the Polite Arts in France, 
&c. in a Letter to Sir Jofhua Reynolds, 
by Valentine Green, F. A. 5. gto. 
The ingenious author of this letter, 

draws a melancholy picture of the fine 

arts in this country, which he afferts to 
be in a very Janguihing ftate, contiary 
to the opinion of thofe wno only confider 
the matter in a fuperficial manner. Mr. 

Green does not believe this declenfion 

owing to a deficiency of genins, but to 

the want of its being properly directed 5 

which he fuppofes will continue to be the 

cafe till the encouragement of tbe elegant 
arts is elteemed a national object. 


The Works of George Berkeley, D. D. 
late Bifhop of Cloyne in Ireland. To 
which is added, an Account of his 
Life, &c. royal 410. 

This is a very fplendid edition of the 
works of the above learned and benevo- 
tent prelate. The firlt volume contains, 
1. His Life. 2. Letters to Mr. Pope, 
Dr. Arbuthnot, Mr. Prior and Dean 
Gervais, never before publifhed. 3. On 
the Principles of Human Knowledge. 
4- Dialogues between Hylas and Phiio- 
nus. 5. Effay towards a new Theory of 
Vifion. 6. The Minute Puinictopher, 
The} limits of our -unde:tking oblige 
us to pottpone further notice of this .o- 
ble work to our next number. Indeed 
the character of Bifhop Berkeley, buth 
as a writer anda moralift, flands 1n no 
need of ovr recommendation. His me- 
mory is idul:zed to this day, and hs fur- 
viving acquaintance cannot {peak of him 
withouc a degree of enthufiaim, that re- 
moves the air of hyperbole from the cele- 
brated line of his friend Pope : 


‘© To Berkeley every virtue under 
heav’n.” 


* Further notice will be taken of thefe Plays in our next Number, 
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THE COURT 


OF APOLLO, 


BEING A 


SELECTION OF ORIGINAL 


For the Wetminfler Magazine. 
Tuz DISTRESSED VILLAGER. 


E gentle fouls who dream of rural eafe, 
Whom the fmooth ‘tream and fmoother 
fonnet pleafe ; 
Go ! if the peaceful cot your praifes thare, 
Go look within, and afk if peace be there : 
If peace be hiseethat drooping weary tire, 
Or their's, that offspring round their feeble 
fire, 
®r her's, that matron pale, whofe trembling 
hand 
Turns on the wretched hearth th’ expiring 
brand. 
Nor yet can time itfelf obtain for thefe 
Life’s lateft comforts, due refpect and eafe ; 
For yonder fee that hoary fwain, whofe age 
Can with no cares except its own engage ; 
Who, propt on that rude ttaff, looks up to fee 
"The bare arms broken from the withering tree ; 
On which, a boy, he climb’d the loftieft 
bough, 


Then his firft joy, but his fad emblem naw. 


He once was chief in all the ruftic trade, 

His fteady hand the ftraiteft furrow made ; 

Full many a prize he won, and ftill is proud 

So'find the triumphs of his youth allow’d ; 

A tranfient pleafure fparkles in his eyes, 

He hears and fmiles, then thinks again and 
fighs : 

For now he journeys to his grave in pain; 

The rich difdain him; nay, the poor difdain ; 

Alternate mafters now their flave command, 

And urge the efforts of his feeble hand ; 

Who, when his age attempts its tafk in vain, 

With ruthlefs taunts of lazy poor complain. 


Oft may you fee him when he tends the fheep, 

His winter charge, beneath the hillock weep ; 

Oft hear him mur-nur to the winds that blow 

O’er his white locks, and bury them in fnow ; 

When-rouz'd by rage and muttering in the 
morn, 

He miends the broken hedge with icy thorn. 


“¢ Why do I live, when I defire to be 

** Atonce from life and life’s long labour free ? 

Like leaves in {pring, the young are blows 
away, 

** Without the forrows of a flow decay ; 

#'J, like yon wither’d leaf, remain behind, 

¢ Nipt by the froft and thivering in the wind 5 

“¢ There it abides till younger buds come on, 

** As IJ, now all my fellow iwains are gone ; 

“* Then, from the rifing generation thruft, 

$6 Fe falls, like me, unnotic’d to the dutt, 


AND FUGITIVE POETRY. 


“ Thefe fruitful fields, thefe numerous flocks 
1 fee, 

“ Are others’ gain, but killing cares to me; 

** To me the children of my youth are lords, 

** Slow in their’gifts but hafly in their words; 

*¢ Wants of their own demand their care, and 
who 

** Feels his own want, and fuccours others too? 

** A lonely, wretched man, in pain I go, 

“None need my help and none relieve my 

woe ; 

“¢ Then let my bones beneath the turf be laid, 

“ And men forget the wretch they would not 
aid.” 


Thus groan the old, till by difeafe oppreft, 
They tafte a final woe, and then they reft. 


G. C¢. 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 


PRASENS ABSENS. 
Terr. 


APDSUNT permulte quos fepé videntur 
abefie, 
Concetium eft do€tis femper abeffe viris, 
Gratior ars foret quanta ingeniofior illa! . * 
Si qua fe abfentem monftrat adeffe puer. 


Ta. 
A Tranflation is requefted. 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 


Mihi vite auxilium tulit. 


BRITANNIA, when th’ ungen’rous foe 
Struck deeply at thy b/ceding heart ; 
What none ! to check the dreadful blow? 
«© Yes—-Hoop perform’d a Briton’s part;” 


“ And Ropney—Or, Britannia loft! 
Had felt fevere the Gallic chain ; 

Or trampled by th’ infulting hoft, 
Perhaps had never breath’d again!” 


“ And now, of half my realms bereav'd, 
What forrows ftill my bofom wound ! 
And ev’ry honeft Briton’s griev’d 
To fee my Caufe in faétion drown’d.” 


In fpecious tales, or railing keen, 

They wafte the Senate’s midnight hour; 
While thro’ the artful veil is feen 

The felf-deluding Luft of pow’r. 


BrivANNIA: 








Bartannia! raife thy languid head, 
A beam of light thy fpirit cheers. 
By virtue and Minerva led, 
“Pitt, thy lov'd Pirt, again appears! 


For the Weltminfter Magazine. 
J U L I A. 
An ancient Ballad. 








O the graves, where fleepe the deade, 
Haplefs Julia took her waye ; 
Sighs to heave, and teares to fhed, 
O’er the fpot where Damon laye. 
Manye a blooming flow’r fhe bore, 
O’er the green grafs turfe to throwe 5 
And, while faft her teares did poure, 
Thus thee fang to foothe her woe: 


 Softe and fafe, tho’ lowly grave, 
“ Faft o’er thee my teares fhall flowe ; 
« Only hope the haplefs have, 
“ Only refuge lett for woe. 
« Conftant love and grief fincere 
“ Shall thy hallow’d turf pervade 5 
“‘ And many a heartfelte figh and teare, 
* Haplefs youth, fhall foothe thy fhade. 


“ Lighted by the moone’s pale fhine, 
*¢ See me, to thy mem’rye true, 
* Lowlye bending at thy fhrine, 
“¢ Many a votive flow’re to ftrewe. 
* But how little do thefe flow’rs 
“ Prove my love and conftancye ! 
“ Yet a few fad fleeting houres, 
“ And, dear youthe, I’ll followe thee, 


* Rofe replete with fcent and hue, 
“ Sweeteit flow’r that nature blowes, 
Damon flourifh’d once like you; 
“¢ Nowe o’er him the greene grafs yrows. 
* Rofe, go deck his hallow’d grave, 
* Lilly, o’er the greene turfe twine ; 
“ Honour meete that turfe fhould have, 
 Beauty’s bed, and virtue’s fhrine. 


“ Primrofe pale, and violet blue, 
‘¢ Jefs’min fweete, and eglantine, 
“ Nightly here thy fweetes I ftrewe, 
“ Proude to decke my true-love’s fhrine. 
“ Like you, my Damon bloom’d a dayc, 
“* He did die, and fo muft you— 
‘ But fuch charms can you difplay, 
“ Halfe fo virtuous, half fo true ? 


“No, fweet flow’rets, no fuch charmes, 
‘* No fuch virtues can you boafte ; 
© Yet hee’s torn from my fond arms, 
*¢ Yet my faithful love is croft. 
“ But a radiant morne fhall rife, 
‘* (Loit’ring mémeats, fafter flowe,) 
** When with him I'll tread the fkies, 
* Smile at deathe, and laugh at woe.” 


THE COURT 


Cambridge. G. 


OF APOLLO. 


Thus fhe fung and ftrew'd the flow’r, 
Beate her breafte, and wept, and figh’d ; 
And, when told the midnight houre, , 
On the greene turfe grave thee dy’d, 
Manye a nightingale forlorne, 
Sung her kneil, while breezes figh’d ; 
Haughty grandeur heard with fcorne, 
How fo poore a mayden dy’d, 
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ANNA; or, Tut SEDUCTION, 
An Eutszc re 


FAIR as the fitter forms that pocts feign, 
Sweet Anna grew beneath a mother’s eye, 
Struck with her beauty many a youthful fwain, 
Felt love’s keen dart, and heav’d the burftiag 


figh. 


From Brechinus’ fmooth tongue fuch flatt’ry fell, 
Soon Anna’s yielding bofom own’d his fway 3 
Blinded by love the liftened to his tale, 
And gave, too foon, her virgin-heart away 


Through Windfor's fhades, while all was peace 


and love, 
At eve they walk’d; he urg’d hie powerfut 
flame, 
The fpringing flowr’s, the confcious fileat 
grove, 


That hour, alas ! were witnefs to her fhame. 


The cruel fpoiler leaves her to defpair, 
And vilely triumphs in his ruthlefs deed + 
Grief rends her heart, and prompts th’ inceflant 
tear, 


And all her joy and all her hopes are fled. 


Gone are the rofes.that adorn’d her face, 
Dull is the fire that {parkled in her eyes : 

Her form no more retains it’s wonted grace, 
For her no more th’ cnamour’d lover fight. 


Too bufy fame reports the ruefui tale, 
Her name’s the fport of ev'ry habbling 
tongue 5 
O’er fland’rous tea her fex the news retail, 
It flies the theme of every drunkard’s fong. 


She who fo late in virtue’s garden bloom'd, 
The fweeteftt flow’r beneath the chearful 


Is now to want or proftitution dcom'd, 
To hear the je obfvene, the lew’d reply. 


May heaven’s dread vengeance ftill the wretch 
purfue, 
May infamy ftill fatten on his name, 
Who from her honour’s path the virgin drew, 
And gave her up to poverty and fhame. 


May 
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May Jove ne’er blefs his folitary hours, 
Nor Hymen light for him the facred flame, 
May peace ne’er lead him to her quiet bow"rs, 
Nor fcience * longer point the way to fame. 


May he on earth feel the avenging rod, 
The awful delegate of angry heaven! 

But when his foul flies from it’s weak abode, 
O may his pray’r be heard, his fin forgiven. 


Windfor, CANDIDUS:- 
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ann SYLVIA. 


CLEORA 
A PASTORAL DIALOGUE. 
CL8 0 B Ae 


THE fun once more returns to glad our eyes, 
All nature’s joyous, and new beauties rife; 
See o’er the verdant lawn, how blithe and gay, 
The little lambkins join in fportive play ! 

The lowing heifer, and the neighing fteed, 
Rejoycing gambol e’er the chearful mead. 


Svi vt & 


I’ve mark'd them well, and hark from yonder 
bufh, 

I hear the fprightly warbling of the thruth : 

The linnet too has tun’d her fofter lay, 

And chaunts {weet melody from ev'ry fpray. 

Awhile we'll fit beneath this covert’s fhade, 

And contemplate the beauties here difplay’d. 


CLEORA- 


Thy mind, my Sylvia, gentle and ferene, 

Is well adapted to this fylvan fcene. 

There was a time when | like you was bleft, 
When all was calm within my peaceful breaft: 
But now, alas! thefe days of blifs are o’er, 
Nought now can pleafe that did delight before. 


Si F its 


Why fhould your mind a ftranger be to reft ? 

What has difturb’d the tranquil of your breaft ? 

The nymphs and fwains in beft array advance, 

With pipe and tabor, to lead on the dance. 

Sée how the youths with crooks -beftudded 
round, 

Come lightly tripping at the well-known found ; 

With joyful locks, each lafs is led along : 

Let us, Cleora, join the happy throng ; 

And ftrive, by bearing in their {ports a fhare, 

To banith from your bofom ev'ry care. 


Cts 0 2 a. 


No, noy my Sylvia, you but faintly guefs, 
The pangs I feel, or height of my diftrefs. 

If you fuppofe that joys, like thefe, have pow'r 
My grief t’ alleviate e’er, for one fhort hour. 


When in the dance upon the green I join, 

(If not with Florio) ive no with to thine. 

In vain it is the fwains my voice admire, 

Or in my praife attune the well-ftrung lyre, 

There's none but him fhall deck my flowing 
hair, 

Or for my brows the myrtle wreath prepare, 

Whether on verdant bank, or filent glade, 

At noon day’s fCorching heat, or evening thade, 

At that ftill hour, when Philomel alone, 

Each grove makes vocal with her plaintive 
moan, 

Still doth my Florio every thought employ, 

Nor when he’s abfent can my heart know joy? 


Sr t +2 & 


Forgive, Cleora, but I now muft claim 

A filter’s privilege, and dare to blame. 

Shall we frail mortals, bleft with fo much good, 

With needful raiment, and with wholefome 
food, 

When fuch rich bleffings we receive from heav'n, 

Arraign its goodnefs, that no more is given? 

Do not the little birds thro’ ev'ry grove, 

Breathe forth their grateful hearts in hymns of 
love ? 

Shall we then (form’d with fuch fuperior fenfe) 

Murmur and grieve, becaufe Omnipo.ence 

Does not at once our ev’ry wih fupply, 

Who knows what’s beft to grant, and what 
deny ? 

No, rathet Jet us in unceafing praife, 

To heav’n’s high throne our chearful voices 
raife: 

Convinc'd it will each needful good beftow, 

From feeming ills our greateft blifs may flow 

Sufficient this to eafe your anxious breaft, 

What heav’n ordains is wifeft, fitteft, beft:— 

But fee, the fetting fun forbids our ftay, 

And evening fhades obfcure the face of day. 

Quick let us hence, and as we homeward walk, 

Beguile the tedious way with further talk. 


SEVIGNE. 
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CHARACTER of the HonouraBLe 
WILLIAM PITT. 


By the Rev. Mr. Tasxer. 


For 4 feraph’s tongue, in numbers fit, 
To fing the boundlefs excellence of Pitt! 
Eager the wonders of thy voice to hear, 
‘Yhe enamour’d graces Jiften from their {pheie; 
Thy capious accents fwell in claflic tides, 
Perfuafion’s goddefs o’er thy lip prefides, 
‘lhy country’s rights unweary’d to maintain: 
Pure is thy @ile, and in thy polith’d rast 
True attic taite and elegancy reign. 
Applauding fenators around admire, 
To hear the youthful fon thus emulate his fire, 


* The Gentleman once promifed to hav¢ been an ornament to a Royal foundation, where be 
was educated. ; 
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Monday, March 29+ 

Y a letter fiom Naples, dated the roth 

of February, we learn, That his Ma- 
jefty the King of Sweden having exprefied a 
defire to fee the experiment of the air-balloon; 
there was yefterday a grand exhibition by order 
of the Court of Naples, and in the prefence 
of thei» Majefties. Imagine an immenfe globe 
of 150 feet diameter, and 200 in height, gilt, 
and bearing on the top an enormous trown, 
fparkling with well-imitated precious ftones of 
various colours; to this globe was annexed a 
building of the moft beautiful archite€ture of 
the Doric order, formed of pumice-ftone, and 
furrounded by a terrafs or gallery, railed in, 
with orange trees and lemon. This wonder- 
ful machine, raifing majeftically to the hea- 
vens in a clear fky at noon, in fight of an ap. 
plauding multitude, carrying with it an or- 
cheftra of cight capital performers, whofe 
mufic, for the fhort time it could be heard, 
had a moft fublime effe€&t. In about twenty- 
feven minutes it had difappeared by a perpen- 
dicular afcent 3 nor could the people difcover 
any appearance of it by the beft telefcopes. 
It was exaétly twelve o’clock when the ma- 
chine began to rife, and at two it had not been 
again vifib'e. An anxiety feemed to prevail 
amongft all the fpeétators, but their acclama- 
tions were exceflive, when at thirteen minutes 
after three, they obferved a {mall {peck in the 
air at an immenfe diftance, but which foon 
thewed itfelf to be the withed-for machine; 
which gradually defcended till it reached the 
earth, about a mile diftance from the place of 
its afcent ; which was from a plain eaftward 
of the town. Befides the above-mentioned 
orcheftra, and two perfons (who had contrived 
the machine) who were there to regulate it ;’ 
there went up eight perfons of rank, confift- 
ing of three Neapolitan nobleman ; a French, 
three Spanifh, and an Englith gentleman. 
They affirm that they mounted to the height 
of twelve Italian miles. The globe was form- 
ed of the fkins of kids, and covered with fill 
infide and out; with an elaftic gum over it, 
which took the gilding -extremely well: it re- 
quired feveral hours filling with an inflammable 
wr, but when full it was fo clofely ftopped that 
nothing could evaporate. 

Saturday morning advice was received at the 
Eatt-India Houfe, that the ~~ homeward-. 
bound Eaft-Indiaman, was fafe arrived in 
Margate Roads. 

Wednefday, March 31. 

Letters from Strafburgh mention, that their 
Royal Highneffes the Duke and Duchefs cf 
Cumberland had continued fome days in that 
city; andthat the Emperor had written a moft 
polite letter to his Royal Highnefs, requefting 

APRIL, 1784. 


him and his noble confort to favour him, the 
Emperor, with a vifit, fo that it is probable 
the Duke will ftay fome time at Vienna, be- 
fore he returns to England. 

The Emprefs of Ruffia being defirous of 
opening a new branch of commerce, has of- 
fered Spain thirty-fix millions for the ceffion 
of the ifland of Minorca, and to furnith his 
Catholic Majefty with 5000 tons of hemp 
annually for ever. ‘The Spanifh miniftry feem 
difpofed to accept the offer, but the King re- 
futed it. 

The New River Company have lately pur- 
chafed-a {pot of ground at Bufh Hill, near 
Enfield, for the purpofe of forming a channel 
for that part of the river now conveyed through 
a wooden frame of confiderable length. Im- 
plements are preparing for upwards of two 
hundred men, who are to be employed in the 
above work. 

Yeitterday a Common-Hall was held at 
Guildhall, for the eleétion of four proper per- 
fons to reprefent the City of London in Par- 
liament. 

A little after one o'clock the Lord Mayor 
and Sheriffs, with feveral of the Aldermen, 
attended by the proper officers, afcended the 
huflings, 

After the King’s writ, addreffed to the 
Sheriffs, had been read, and the ufual forms 
gone through, the nemes of all the Alder-~ 
men, and the other candidates, viz. Mr. Sam, 
Smith, jun. of Aldermanbury, Mr. Richard 
Atkinfon, and the Right Hon. W. Pitt were 
put up, when the Sheriffs declared the thew of 
hands to be in favour of 

The Right Hon. W. Pitt, 
Sir Watkin Lewes, 
Alderman Newnham, and 
Brook Watfon, Efgq. 

Mr. Pickett, after faying that he did not 
mean to ferve himfelf but the Livery, in com- 
ing forward on this occafibn, declared his in- 
tention, fince the Livery were not inclined to 
accept his fervices, to give them no farther 
trouble. 

A poll, however, was demanded by the 
friends of the other three candidates. 

The Right Hon. W. Pitt, a day or two 
afterwards, in a letter, politely declined the 
intended honour. 

On Sunday lat his Royal Highnefs the 
Duc de Chartres arrived in town from France. 

A few days fince, as fume men were plough- 
ing in the ‘lands of Swaites-Hall, near Bar- 
nard Caftle, in the county of Durham, they 
turned up feveral pieces of filver coin, about 
the fize of a fixpence, whereon is an infcrip- 
tion, which appears to be Henric, and by the 
beft aptiquarians in the neighbourhood, is fup- 
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poled to be a coin of Henry I. and in all pro- 
bability they have been depofited in the ground 
near 6..¢ years. 

Friday, April 2. 

Yetterday at onc, came on at St. Marga- 
ret’s-Hill, the election of a Member for South- 
wark. The huftings being opened with the 
ufual form, the names of Henry Thornton, 
Efq. and Sir Barnard Turner, who had been 
returned by the Yown-Hall meeting on Mon- 
day laf, were then feverally put up, and re- 
ceived with loud applaufe, and a great thow of 
hands. Sir Richard Hotham having refigned, 
it was expected no other candidate wuld have 
been nominated ; an elector, however, rofe, 
and propofed Governor Elliott, the brave de- 
fender of Gibraltar, whofe name was received 
with great applaufe 5 but only a few hands ap- 
pearing in his favour, the figh-Bailiff de- 
ed the clection to have fallen on Henry 
rnton, Efq. and Sir Barnard Turner ; 
and no poll being demanded, the new Mem- 
bers returned their thanks to the ele¢tors, - and 
the bufineis ended. 

The Queen of Portugal has difolved the 
inhuman traffic of flavery through all her fet- 
tlements ! Would to God that ail other po- 
entates, in the prefent enlightened age, would 

follow fo pious and Jaudabie an example. 
The Emperor hath lately applied to the 
Court of France, to know whether they fhould 
at all inter in the bufinefs which he had 
to fettle with the Dutch, refpe€ 
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Ging the open- 








u 
ing of the Scheld for a free 1 tion and 
trade to his duminions in the Netherlands, 
The French have given for anfwer, “* That 


they have no concern in this affair; and do 
not interfere in the particular rigits of na- 
tions.” 

The plan of the new buildings and gardens 
to be carried on at Grofvenor Place, is the 
Toft extentive ever uttempted in Europe. The 
building will cont of feveral departments, 
among the principal of which will be a magni- 
fivent theatre ror gramatic exhibitions, large 
ball and afiembly rooms, a concert rcom, a 
coffee room, and exienfive menage and thea- 
tre for fenc, Several acyes are to Le laid 
out in garce and the admiffion is to be con- 
fined to fubferibers, and thofe friends to whom 
they chufe to transfer their tickets, 

At Jaft Worcefler affizes a farmer, being a 














th oificer, was convicted of hanging up a 
yauper by his hands ina ftab.e, (where, in all 
provability he would have perifhed,had he not 
gnawed the rope in two) and fentenced to pay 
a fine of to be imprifoned three 
months. y 
Mody, Apri 
During the courte of laf winter, a number 
of gentlemen of property and diftin@tion have 
bad in contemplauor inftitution of a So- 
ciety in Edinburgh, ur the name of The 
Fiighland Society’cf Edinburgh, for the lauda- 
ble purpofgs of uniting the efforts of the land- 
ed intereft, in advancing improvements in agrie 
¢ultuie, tisherics, and manulagtures, particu. 
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larly in the Highlands and Iflands, and in dif. 
covering Of mines, minerals, &c. to promote 
the happinefs, and encourage induftry among 
the inhabitants of that country. 

This fociety is now formed, and a noble 
Duke of extenfive property in the Highlands, 
appointed Prefident, with four Vice-Prefidents, 
a committee of thirty members as Ordinary 
directors or managers for the current year, 3 
treafurer, fecretary, and other officers; by the 
rules of the fociety, noblemen and gentiemen 
who wifh to encourage thefe objets are to be 
received as members, each ordinary member 
to pay a fmall contribution annually. 

A letter from Dublin, dated March 25, 
fays, Late Jaft night the Lords divided on the 
important Ely caufe, when feventeen Lords 
were for reverfing the decree, and fixteen 
againft it. 


Noes. Ayes, 
Cathe! Ennifkillen 
‘Tuam PArchbifhops Carrysfort 
Dubliaf Chancellor 
Cloyne, Bitfhop Boyne 
Kilmore, Bithop Charlemont 
Farnham Weftmeath 
Gosford Belmour 
Beétive Erne 
Mount Cafhel Belvidere 
Meath Lanefboruugl 
Matkerry Hillfborough 
Cijefden Carhampton 
Shannon Dyfart 
Donneraile Clanbrafiil 
Ranelagh Inchiquin 
Longford, Drogheda 

De Vetcy. 


There is no catting vote in the Houfe of 
Lords, but if the votes are equal, it is always 
taken in the negative. By this decifion 
16,000], per ann. was transferred from the 
family of Loftus to that of Hume. 

When air balloons were firft invented they 
»were received, like every other new invention, 
with the contempt of the fuperficial and the 
envious. ‘The following ufes, however, they 
eminently ferve : to raife weights to certain 
heights, to go over mountains, to afcend 
mountains which hitherto have not been af- 
cended, to defcend into vallies or other places 
before inacceffible, to raife lights during the 
night to very great heights, and to convey fig- 
nals of all kinds both by land and fea. ‘They 
may alfo be applied to feveral philofophical 
purpofes, fuch as better afcertaining the velo- 
cities and direétions of the feveral winds, which 
blow in the atmofphere ; the obtaining of 
ele€trofcopes, which may be raifed much 
higher than ele<trical kites can be ; finally, to 
arrive at the region of clouds, and obterve 
meteors there. 

Wednefday, April 7. 

Yefterday at the final clofe of the poll, at 
Guildha'l, for Members to reprefent the City 
of London in Parliament, the numbers were 
2s follow, viz. Brook Wation, Efq. 4789; 
Alderman Lewes, 4554, Alderman ae 
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ham, 4479, Alderman Sawbridge, 2823, R. 
Atkinfon, Efg. 2816. The fir three were 
éeclared duly eleéted, but a fcrutiny was de- 
manded by Mr. Atkinfon againft Alderman 
Sawbridge, which was granted, and it will be, 
it is faid, three weeks before it is concluded. 

The convoy expected from Vera Cruz and 
the Havannah, is arrived at Cadiz; the riches 
it has brought in gold, filver, hoth wrought 
and in bars, and in merchandize, amount to 
32,773,082 piaftres, of which f,060,628 are 
for the King’s account, and 31,712,454 for 
the merchants. 

They write from Paris, that the debts of 
the preceding war, as well as the bills of ex- 
change of the colonies, are to be converted 
into contracts of perpetual annuities, at four 
per cent. without referve. 

The Bey of Tunis has broke the peace with 
the Republic of Venice, on account of their 
not making him prefents four times more va- 
juable than vfual. ‘The Senate immediately 
came to a refolution to fend out a fquadron of 
nine fhips of the line, of 79 and go guns, 
four frigates and eight chebecks, to bring that 
Regency to reafon, and to proteét, at the fame 
time, the Venetian flag in the Mediterranean, 
which is under the command of the Chevalier 
Emo, a noble Venetian, of the higheft repu- 
tation in the marine of the Republic. 

Letters from Italy advife, that as foon as the 
Sovereign Pontiff had learnt that the Regency 
of Tunis had declared war againft the Vene- 
tians, his Holinefs had not only given orders 
for the frigates and galleys of the Ecclefiattical 
State to proteét the Venetian fhips, in cafe 
of their being attacked, but even to join them 
againft the Tunifians. The Grand Mafter of 
Malta has given fimilar orders to all the thips 
of his order, 

On the 7th, 8th, and gth ult. the cities of 
Buda and Peft, in Hungary, were expofed to 
the horrid ravages occafioned by the overflow- 
ing of the Danube. The greatett part of thofe 
Cities are under water, and that of Peft re- 
fembles an ifland. The lofs of cattle, mer- 
chandize, and efieéts is immenfe. 

A letter from Germany fays, we receive 
from every quarter melancholy accounts of the 
confequences of the thaw and overflowing of 
the Rhine, the Mein, and the Neckar. Many 
houfes and mills at Sachfenhaufen have been 
fwept away 3 thirteen houfes were thrown down 
at Miltemberg, and a number of perfons buried 
in their ruins; many edifices have been wafhed 
away by the toyrent at Kitringen ; one half 
of the town of Bonn is under water, as well 
as the villages of Limperic, Beul, and Sche- 
vartz Shaindorfté; the Lutheran church, and 
130 houfes have been deftroyed at Mulheim. 

Letters alfo from Spain fay, that the over- 
flowings of the rivers which traverfe their 
provinces, have occafioned frightful devafta- 
wons. The Guadalavier efpecially, has thrown 
down an infinite number of houfes, and oc- 
calioned the greateft defolation in all the places 
which it has inundated. 
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At Suffolk affizes came on to be tried before 
Juftice Nares, a cause of public importance 
to landlords and tenants, efpecially inn- 
keepers ; wherein Mr. John King, of Bran- 
don, was plaintiff, and Mr. W. Large, of the 
fame place, defendant, for the recovery of fpe- 
cial damages, by reafon of ‘the defendant's 
holding over his leafe, and malicioufly taking 
away the cuftom, and fhutting up the White 
Hart Inn at Brandon; when after a fair trial 
of fix hours, the Jury gave a verdiét for the 
plaintiff, with 2col. damages and cofts of fuit, 
to the general fatisfaétion of the whule Court. 

The King of France has ordered a general 
inguifition into the taxation of his kingdom 
to be immediately undertaken, as he intends a 
total refurm of it. ‘The taille is to be on z 
permanent footing, fo that every man’s tax is 
to be afcertained, and laid without alteration 
for 20 years. 

Laft week was commijtted to Ilchefter gaol, 
Thomas Rabbits, of Frome-Selwood, charged 
on the Coroner’s Inqueft, with the wilful mur- 
der of Jane Long, his mother-in-law, by poi 
fon. His intention feems to have been the 
deftruction of the whole family, having mixed 
arfenic with fome flour with which a pudding 
was made; by eating which, his wife and 
child {were alfo violently affected ; but timely 
affiftance being given, they happily recovered. 

Friday, April 9. 

A letter from Paris, dated the roth ult. 
fays, the Queen having bought the hounds 
with which the Duke de Chartres ufed to hunt 
the wild boar, amufes herfelf very much in 
the chace of that ferocious animal ; fom:times 
her Majefty takes that diverfion in a carriages 
and fometimes on a very flect Englifh hunter, 
attended by avery brilliant fuite. 

Early on Wednefday morning, Lieut. Col. 
Franks arrived at the Secretary of State’s of- 
fice from America, with the ratification, on 
the part of Congrefs, of the treaties concluded 
with the United States by Great Britain and 
the other powers engaged in the late war. About 
three that afternoon, Mr. Franks {et off for 
Paris. 

Le Baille de Suffrein, who commanded the ; 
French fquadron in the Ea%-Jndies in all the 
aétions with Sir Edward Hughes, arrived at 
POrient, in the Coventry frigate, of 23 guns, 
a prize taken by the French fyuadron latt yea 
The Coventry failed from Cey!on in Octo! 
fhe vifited the Mauritius, and afterwards t 
Cape, where the Admiral left fix thip of the 
line, under command cf M. de Conflans, 
Commodore, which were to fail for Europe 
when the crews of the fhips had 
health, they being uncommonly ickly. 

The Dukes of Newcattic ind Northu 
land, have revived the intenion of m ss 

another bridge over the Thames 3; but on whe 
immediate {cite is not publickly mentened. 
The late Duke of Bedford faid, dome 
years fince, to have formed fa ha cefign, and 
the fpot to Rave been cppofite Southampton- 
ftreet, in the Strand. . 
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The return of the mandamus granted by th 
Court of King’s Bench, in the caufe of Mr. 
Wooldridge againtt the Corporation of London, 
has been made out, and will be argued in the 
courfe of the enfuing term ; it confifts of fe- 
veral hundred folio theets. : ; 
On Monday evening a fire was difovered in 
the Old Hall of Lianderva, in the county of 
Salop, the property of Sir Watkin Williams 
Wynn, Bart. which was in a few hours re- 
duced to afhes. The wnd, though high, 
being in a favourable point, enabled the neigh- 
bours, who flocked to the place in great num~ 
bers, to prevent the fire communicating to the 
out-buildings or corn ricks; and through 
whofe kind affiftance every thing was faved 
but the materials of the houfe. 
Governor and Dircé&ors of the Bank of Exg- 
land. 
Richard Neave, Efq. Governor. 
George Peters, Efq. Deputy Governor. 


S. Beacroft, Efq. 
Roger Boehm, Efg. 
Daniel Booth, Efq., 
Sam. Bofanquet, Efq. 
Richard Clay, Efq. 
Wm. Cooke, Efq. 
Edward Darell, Efq. 
Wm. Ewer, Efq. 
Peter Gauflen, Efq. 
Wm. Halhed, Efq. 
George Hayter, Efq. 
T.S. Jackion, E(q. 





Eew. Payne, Efq. 
Wm- Snell, Efq. 

G. Thornton, Efq. 
Mark Weyland, Efq, 
B. Leng, jun. Efq. 
Job Matthew, Ef. 
James Maude, Efq. 
Jofeph Nutt, Efq. 
Ifaac Ofborne, Efq. 
Chrift. Puller, Efq. 
Sam. Thornton, Efq. 
Brook Watfon, Efq. 





Monday, April 12. ; 
Many well meaning poiiticians entertain the 
idea, that fhortening the duration of Parlia- 
ments will effeétually remove corruption, but 
others are of opinion, that unlefs the repre- 
{entation is upon a more adequate footing, the 
difeafe though it may be palliated, cannot be 
effeétually cured. 
The fellowing is a fpecimen of the inequa- 
lity of reprefentation :—— 

Members.— Eleétors. 
Grampound tends 2—Electors are only 
Newton 2—Ditto - 1 
Marlborough 2—Ditto ~ 3 
Old Sarum 2—Ditto - I 

Here are 8e— 14 
4—Eleétors above 
2—=Ditto 
2—-EleCtors 


fent by 
oe 
7000 
IIX0 
2490 
ae 


20400 


London fends 
Weltminfter 
Bo. of Southwark 
panne 
Here we fee only 8— fent by 
asian Sic 
On Tuefday lait was opened in Weftminfter 
Abbey, the monument, which, by a vote of 
Parliament, is ereéted to the late Earl of Cha- 
tham. There are fix figures in this monue 
ment, and yet the idea on which it is defigned 
is the fimpleft poflible. Lord Chatham, with 
Prudence and Fortitude on a farcophagus, oc- 
upy the upper part 3 the lower groupe con- 
fifts of Britannia, feated on a rock, with the 
@cean and earth at her feet, by which is ex- 
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hibited the effect of his wifdom and fortitude 

in the greatnefs and glory of the nation, The 
ftatue of the Earlis in his parliamentary robes ; 
he is in the aétion of fpeaking, the right hand 
thrown forward and elevated, and the whole 
attitude ftrongly expreffing that fpecies of ora. 
tory for which his Lordfhip was fo juftly cele. 
brated. Prudence has her ufual fymbols, a 
ferpent twitted round a mirror ; Fortitude is 
charaéterifed by the fhaft of a column, andis 
cloathed in a lion’s fkin. The energy of this 
figure ftrongly contrafts the repofe and con- 
templative character of the figure of Prudence; 
Britannia, as miftrefs of the fea, holds in her 
right hand the trident of Neptune ; Ocean is 
entirely naked, except that his tymbol, the 
Dolphin, is fo managed, that decency is per- 
fectly fecured with the leat poffible detriment 
to the itatue ; his aétion is agitated, and his 
countenance fevere, which is oppofed by the 
utmoft eafe in the figure of the Earth, who is 
leaning on a terreftrial globe. Her head is 
crowned with fruit, which alfo lies in fome 
profufion on the plinth of the ftatue. This 
monument is the work of Mr. Bacon, the fame 
artift who executed that ereéted to his Lordihip 
at Guildhall. The infcription is as follows ; 


Erected by the King and Parliament, 
Asa Teftimony to 
The Virtues and, Ability 
f 


0 
William Pitt, Earl of Chatham ; 
During whofe Adminiftration 
Divine Providence 
Exalted Great Britain 
To an Height of Profperity and Glory 

Unknown to any former Age. 

Wednefday, April 4. 

The money to be borrowed this year is feven 
milliens ;' and nine or ten millions of the navy 
debt is to be funded, the remainder is to lay 
over till next year. It was the intention, itis 
faid, of the Miniftry, before the diffolution, to 
have borrowed only five or fix millions, but 
the delay’ and expence of elections, has been 
the caufe of encreafing the fum. 

The Emperor again vifits Paris the enfuing 
fummer, and after a fhort ftay there, it is 
faid, will travel privately to England. 

The laft letters from Paris advife, that the 
King has been pleafed, on the recommenda- 
tion of the Marechal de Caftries, Minifter of 
the Marine and Colonies, to appoint the Vif- 
count D’Arrot to be Governor of Tobago, 
and to fet out fpeedily for that ifland ; a no- 
mination, which it is thought, .will give the 
greateft fatisfa€tion to the Britifh inhabitants, 
and all others interefted in the colony, the 
Vifcount having, during his late command 
there, given the ftrongeft proofs of prudence, 
juftice, and difintereftednefs. 

Government are ‘certainly, with great pro- 
priety, turning their attention to the very large 
portion of uncultivated land in the ifland of 
Jamaica. If by a feafonable draft of the 
Loyalifts, or any other adequate aid, the 

grcater part of the ifland could be well ~_ 
a 
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and made produétive, it would be a mott 
yaluable improvement, vot only in point of 
rofit, but alfo of protection. - 

The King of Prvffia has fent a letter to the 
States General, concerning the ufage the 
Stadtholder receives from the French party in 

epublic. 

<— aah authentic accounts from Amfter- 
dam declare, that the noble part the King of 
Pruffia has taken in favour of the Stadtholder, 
by his tpirited expoftulation with the States- 
General; had given univerfal fatisfaction to 
the Englifh party in the United Provinces, and 
deranged the politics of France fo effectually, 
that the Minitter from Verfailles was preparing 
to return to Paris. 

The States-General are indifpenfibly bound 
to maintain a perfect friendthip with the King 
of Prufiia, not only on account of the vait fu- 
periority of power which that Monarch has 
gained ; but as his troops lie fo contiguous to 
their territories, in confequence of part ot 
Guelderland having been yielded to his father 
by the treaty of Utrecht ; the Duchy of Cleves 
by the treaty with the Eleétor Palatine; the 
diftricts that fell to the head of the Houfe of 
Brandenburgh as joint heir to o»r King Wil- 
liam the Third ; and laftly the principality of 
Eaft Friezland, which was acquired by the ex- 
tinction of the line of its ancient Princes. 
Befides, Pruffia and Holland are engaged to 
each other by folemn treaties, which if the 
latter fhould break, a convulfion might enfue, 
that would in afew months, totally change the 
conftitution of the United Provinces. 

Sir Afhton Lever’s Mufeum is to be dif- 
pofed of in this manner. There are to be 
forty thoufand tickets at one gifinea each, and 
only one prize, viz. the whole colleétion. 

The poft of Lord Chief Juftice of the 
King’s Bench, in Yeland, juft now vacant, 
has already many candidates ; it is not an of- 
fice fo valuable as that in England, though in 
the ltne of preferment and rank it is the fame. 
The falary in England, with the laft addition, 
is 5,500]. per annum. In Ireland it is only 
4,000l. per annum, and the perquifites are far 
from being fo large or numerous as thofe in 
Weftminiter-Hall. 

Friday, April 16. 

Tuefday night a meflenger arrived in town 
from Windfor, to Sir Richard Jebb, defiring 
his inftant attendance on her -Majefty, who 
was taken very ill, Sir Richard immediately 
fet off, and we are happy to be able to inform 
the public, that his affittance was fo timely, 
that the Queen was on Wednefday morning 
much better, and out of danger. 

The diforder which attacked the Queen fo 
fuddenly on Tuefday was what is termed by 
the phyficians a bilious cholic, the fymptoms 
of which are oftentimes exceedingly dangerous, 
and have been known to terminate in the 
deftruction of the patient in a few days, and 
oftener in a much fhorter {pace of time : her 
Majeity has been affli@ed with a complaint of 
a fimilar kind very frequently in the courfe of 
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the two laft years, and pnrticularly fince the 
death of her two children, the Princes O@tavius 
and Alfred, which has given the alarm to ber 
Royal Confort, the Royal Family, and ail the 
pertonsgbout her: but this recent complaint 
has rather partook. of a diforder that has been 
very prevalent, fince the fevere weather broke 
up, among all ranks of people. 

A negociation is now going an between the 
courts of London, Berlin, Copenhagen, and 
Peterfburgh, to fupport the Stadtholder of 
Holland in his dignity and privileges, in {pite 
ot all oppofition. 

The number of thips which paffed the Sound 
before 1752, was between four and 5000 5 
that year it was 60007 fince that time it has 
encreafed fucceffively, fo that in 1782, it 
amounted to $330, and laft year to 11,161 ; 
that is more than double to what it was before 
1752. A judgment imay be formed of the re- 
venue to the Wanifh Crown from this com. 
merce, by confidering that in 1770, it reaped 
450,880 rix-dollars from 7736 thips. 

Letters from Quimper, in Brittany, men- 
tion, that on Sunday the 21ft ult. while the 
greater part. of the inhabitants were at church, 
they were alarmed by dreadful noifes from the 
fea-fide. On going-to the place whence the 
noifes proceeded, they found that thirty-two 
whales had been thrown by the ftorm of the 
preceding night into a kind of creek, whence 
they were not able to difengage themfelves ; 
they were taken, and the produce of their {ale 
amounted to 200,900 livres. Thefe ih wee 
from 36 to 40 feet in length; and among 
them one of the enormous length of 82 feet. 

Monday, April 19. 

Friday's French mail brought over letters ta 
his Majefty and the Royal family, from the 
Dukes of Gloucefter and Cumberland, who 
are now in Staly, where they. are likely to 
réfide for fome months. 

The Earl of Chefterfield, and his Suite, are 
rived at Madrid the 2d curt. and made hie 
public entry into that capital, as the Ancbaf- 
fador from Great Britain to his Cathclic 
Majetty. 

Two marriages are talked of at the court of 
Madrid: that of the Infant Don Gabricly 
youngett fon to the King, with the Princefs 
Maria-Anna-Vitoria, of Portugal, fiftcr to 
the Prince of the Brazils} the other is the 
Brincefs, eldeft daughter to the Prince of 
Afturias, with the Prince, fon to the Prince of 
Brazils. 

Friday an expre{s arrived in town, with ad- 
vice, that on Wednefday laft the convicis on 
board a tranfport fhip off Dartmouth, rote on 
the Captain and crew; after confining whoa, 
they feized on the arm cheft, and agvut oxty 
in number got on fhore at Dartmouth, ‘and 
efcaped. 

Wednefday April 21. 

Yefterday morning an ¢xpreis arrived in 
town with advice, that the Narbudda Eat- 
India pac- et-boat, from Bengal, is arrived at 
Plymouth: fhe failed the r3th of November 
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and got fafe to St. Helena the b-ginning of lat 
February 3 where fhe found and left the For- 
titude with. General *tuart on board. 

By a letter trom Calcutta, dated Nov. 2, 
fays, The Rodney, Winterton, Worceiter, 
and Norfolk, were to fail for England the 30th 
of November; the Barwell and Atlas, in 
which Governor Hattings’ lady is to embark 
for ditto, the 2othof December; the Belmont 
for ditto, in December, and to touch at 
Madras ; the Ceres and Talbot, for England, 
the roth of January; the Halfwell, Lord 
M‘Cartney, and Fox, for ditto, the goth of 
ditto 5 the Vanfittart, Pigot, _and Earl of 
Oxford, as foon as the other fhips have com- 
pleated their toading. : 

By a letter from Bombay, Nov. 28, we 
learn, that the General Goddard and Europa 
arrived there from Fort St. George the 12th 
ult. that the Prefident intended failing for 
England in the Raymond, which was getting 
ready; that his Majefty’s fhips Gibraltar, 
Defence, Burford, Eagle, Monmouth, Wor- 
eefter, and Hound floop, under the command 
of Sir Richwd Bickerton, arrived at Bombay 
on the sth of November, and.that Sir Richard 
was to fail for England in the Burford in 
December. That Sir Fdward Hughes arrived 
at Bombay on the 23d of November, in the 
Burford frigate; that the Superbe was driven 
afhore, and loit off Tellicherry, and few of the 
crew faved ; and that the Sulta», Ifis, Briftol, 
and fome frigates, were left at Tellicherry by 
Sir Edward Hughes. 

Friday, April 23 

Imports and Exports of England to and from 

all parts : 
Imports. 

be > 
10 Years, ending 1710 455573894 6,518,095 
Do. 1720 592835571 757679307 
Do. 1739 6,950,811 10,130,870 
Do. 1740 79570959% 11,338,961 
Do. 1750 71396, 2 12,399,055 
Do. 1760 8,570,989 13,829,953 
Do: 1770 11,088,711 14,341,543 
Do. 1780 11,760,655 13,913,236 
Pian of the Loan for SevEN Mittions. 
Every fubfcriber of rool. to have as under: 

Tool. 3 per cents, valued at 58 L.8— 

21. Long Annuity, valued at 17 

1-quarter years purchafe - 

One Lottery Ticket gratis; the prizes 
tobe paid in ftock; it is therefore 

computed to fell only at - 


Exports. 


34 10 


8 10 


£108 «= 
Profit to the fubfcriber, one per cent. 

The loan will be privately fettled, and be 
ready to be laid before Parliament as foon as it 
mecis. ‘ithe fam to be borrowed is feven or 
eight wUions 3 befides which, ten millions of 
J | be converted into ftock, and 
1ore Exehequer bills iffued out. 
© paffed the Commons and 

ror laying a reftraint upon 

fuch uncafinefs in that 
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country, that in Dublin, the city now wears 
the appearance of a town befieged. The whole 
ga-rifon is conftantly on the watch 5 the five 
regiments of fact and ene of horfe on duty 
there, are all fupplied with powder and ball: 
and when thofe who are not actually on guard 
have occafion for-reft, they are obliged to fleep 
in their cloaths, that they may be ready for 
ervice ata minute’s warning. In that part of 
Dublin which is in the Earl of Meath’s 
Liberty, and which is inhabited principally 
by the poor fil and other weavers, a battalion 
is confantly pofted, and two or three centinels 
are ftationed at the corner of every ftrect ; 
their orders are not to fuffer more than three 
perfons to walk together through the ftreets, 
Monday, April 26. 

A letter from the Hague, dated April 19, 
fays, that Mr. Gockinga, Captain of a re. 
giment of Pabé, arrived there on Thurfday lat 
in 14 hours, from Lillo, bringing advice to the 
States, that 1200 Auftrian troops had ap. 
peared before Lillo and Liefkenfbock, and that 
a more numerous corps was in march The 
States General affembled extraordinary, as well 
as their Noble and Grand Mightineffes the 
Council of States a fecond Affembly took 
place in the evening, from fix till haif pat 
nine, at which his Serene Highnefs was alfo 
prefent. 

A letter from Portfmuth, dated April 23, 
fays, yefterday arrived at Spithead his Majetty’s 
fhip Europe, Capt. Phillip, from the Eait. 
Indies. She failed from the Cape the 2oth of 
February,* and teft the Hero, Cumberland, 
Monarca, Magnanime, Africa, Sceptre, In- 
flexible, St. Carlos, and Naiade, at the Cape, 
under Commodore King 3 they were to fail for 
England the ift of March. .Commodore Bick- 
erton arrived at the Cape from India a few days 
before the Europe failedewith the Gibraltar, 
Burford, and Hound floop; and was to leave 
the Cape with thofe thips the firtt week in 
April. The Exeter was burnt at the Cape, 
being too weak to be brought home; the 
Sceptre loft all her mafts in a gale of wind off 
the Cape, but was refitted with the Exeter's 
mafts. The Superbe, in which fhip Sir Ed. 
ward Hughes had his flag, was loft in Tilli- 
cherry read, the 7th of November 3 but all 
the people faved, exceptone man. The Mon- 
mouth aad Ifis were to leave Bombay for Eng. 
land the middle of laft February. La Severe, 
a French fhip of the line, was loft working 
into the Cape; the people all faved. The 
Cumberland, of 74 guns, was drove from her 
anchor, but brought back without damage. 

At a very full meeting of the Society of An- 
tiquaries at Somerfet-houfe, on Friday, being 
St. George’s day, and the aaniverfary of the 
Society, Lord De-Ferrars was eleéted Pre- 
fident ; the Rev. Mr. Brand, (librarian to the 
Duke of Northumberland, in the room of Dr. 
Percy, now Bifhop of Yromore), was alfo 
elected one of the Secretaries. And the late 
Prefident, Edward King, Efq. after receiving 
the uaanimoys thanks of the fociety, was ap- 
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pointed firtt Vice-Prefident, the Hon. Daines 
Barrington, fecond Vice-Prefident, Owen Sa- 
luibury Brereton, Efq. third Vice-Prefident, 
and the Rev. Dr. Lort, fourth Vice-Prefident. 
The whole council eleéted, confitting of the 
following refpeétable perfonages. 
The Rt. Hon. George | John Fenn, Efq. 
Lord de Ferrars Richard Yough, Efq. 
Thomas Aftle, Efy. Rob. Halifax, M.D. 
The Right Hon. the] Rich. Jackfon, Efq- 
Earlof Aylesford Edward King, Efq. _ 
The Hon. DainesBar- | The Rev. Dr. Kippis 
rington The Rev. Dr. Lort 
The Rev. Mr. Brand | Lieut. Gen. Melville 
OwenSalufbury Brere- | The Rev. Mr. Morris 





ton, Ef. Craven Ord, Efq. 
Edw. Bridgen, Efq. The Right Hon. the 
The Rev. Dr. Douglas Earl of Radnor 
Sir Henry Charles In- |, and 


gleficld, Bart. ] John Topham, Efq- 


PROMO-TIO WN S&S. 


March 28. Lord Howe, Charles Brett, Efq. 
Richard Hopkins, Efq. Hon. John Jefferies 
Pratt, Hon. John Levefon Gower, Lord Apf- 
ley, and the Hon. Charics George Percival, to 
be Commiffioners of the Admiralty. 

29. Hon. Richard Howard, to be Secretary 
and Comptroller of the Queen’s Houfhold, vice 
George Auguitus North, Efq. 

30. Richard Pepper Arden, Efq. Attorney- 
General, vice Lloyd Kenyon, made Mafter of 
the Rolls. 

Richard Pepper Arden, Efq. to be Chief 
Juftice of Denbigh and Montgomery, and 
Juttice of Chefter and Flint. 

Hon. James Luttrell, Mafter Surveyor cf 
the Ordnance. 

April 3. Sir Richard Reyne!l, Bart. to be 
a Commifiioner of the Salt-duties. 

7. Archibald Macdonald, Efq. to be Soli- 
citor General, vice Richard Pepper Arden, Efq. 
now Attorney General. 

to. Rev. Polliot Herbert Walker Cornewall, 
M. A. to be a Prebendary of Windfor. 

Capt. Redman, to the Centaur, of 74 guns, 
vice Capt. Molloy. 


MAR‘R TAG ES 

March 25. Richard Fydell, of Chepftow, 
to Mifs Mary Reed, daughter of James Reed, 
Efq. of Redland, near Briftol. 

April 3. Joon Hughes, Efq. of Pwllyrh- 
wyd, in Denbighfhire, to Mrs. Cooke, late of 
Swifts, in Kent. 

6. Robert Burrow, Efy, of Welbeck-ftreet, 
to Mifs Butler. 

7+ George Spiller, Efq. of Lincoln’s Inn, 
Barrifter at Law, to Mifs Caroline Tinker, 
youngeft daughter of the late Bladen Tinker, 
Efq. of Weybridge, Surrey. 

8. James Kington, Efq. of Coleman-ftreet, 
to Mrs. Conron, widow of Chriftopher Conron, 
Efq. of Caftle Con. 

10. Mr. Thomas Holland, of Grays’s-Inn, 
Attorney, to Mifs Jane Lettis Tuberville, of 
Walworth, in Surrey, 
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17+ Mr. Smith, of America-fquare, to Mifs 
Moreton, of London-ftreet, 

20. Mr. Stirrap, grocer, ‘of Blackman- 
ftreet, to Mifs Hewet, of Pyle. 

22e Rev. Mr. Turner, Archdeacon and 
Canon of Wells, to Mits Burnaby, eldett 
daughter of Sir William Burnaby, Bart. late 
Vice Admiral of the Blue. 

S i RR - B MB Si 

April 12. Lady of Col. Rodney, of a fon. 
19. Lady of Col. M‘€ormick, of a daughter. 
25. Lady of John Willet Adey, of a fon. 


REATHS. 


Sir Robert Gerard, Bart. of Garfwood. 

March 26. Mr. Thomas Webtter, of Red- 
heath, Herts, father of Edward Weiter, Efq. 
in the commiffion for Middlefex. 

29+ John Watfon, Efq. Mayor of Oxford. 

Rev. Robert Grant, Prefident of the Scotch 
college at Douay, and brother-german to the 
Abbate Grant, at Rome. 

Rev, Thomas Hurdis, D. D. Canon of 
Windfor, and Refidentiay of Chiche‘ter. 

April 1. Mr. James Bate, of Covent-garden 
Theatre. 

Sir Alexander Powell, Knt, Deputy Re- 
corder of Salifbury, and Recorder of Blandford. 

* 3. Right Hon. John Gore, Lord Baron 
Annaly of the kingdom of Ireland, Lord Chief 
Juftice of the King’s Bench in that kingdom. 

4- Mrs. Wilkes, lady of Alderman Wilkes. 

April 6. At Rouen, John Hanbury, Efq. 
three times Reprefentative for Monmouthfhire, 
and lately chofen a fourth time for that 
county. 

7. Nathaniel Spry, Efq. of Bury-court, 
St. Mary Axe, Attorney. 

8. Rev. Andrew Etty, Reétor of Selbourn, 
Hants, and of Whitchurch, Oxfordshire. 

10. Lady Mansfield, fitter to the late Earl 
of Winchelfea, wife of Lord Mansfield. 

13. Banaftre Walton, Efy. of Skipwith, in 
Yorkhhire. 

15- Rev. Dr. Wilfon, Reétor of St. 
Stephen, Walbrook, and Prebendary of Weft- 
minfter, fon of the late Bifhop of Sodor and 
Man. . 

John Bonus, Efq. flopman, in Thames- 
ftreet ; he formerly put up for Chamberlain. 

20. David Burton, Efq. of Eagles-cliff, in 
the commiffion for Yorkthire and Darham. 


BAR*ER RU PO FT Sh 


James Jewell, of Gofport, haberdather. 

Patrick Lawfon, formerly Cajtain of the 
Locko, and late of Cecil-ftreet, mariner. 

Adam Hamilton, of Enfield Highway, dealer. 

William Veal, of Ringwood, Hants, fhop- 
keeper. 

John Benton, of Bath, hatter. 

Samuel Miles, of Briftol, corn-faétor. 

William Morland, of Iflington-roa¢c, dealer 
in timber, 
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Jofeph Sevier, of Briftol, brufh and toy- 
maker. 
John Foxall, of Wandfworth, innholder. 
John Parker and Robert Parker, of Bith- 
opfgate-ftreet Without, hofiers. 
Alexander Selkrig, of Bethnal-green, mer- 
chant. é 
Richard Allen, fen. of Stratford-wpon- 
Avon, grocer. . 
Richard Dyde, of Wootton Underedge, Glou- 
cefterfhire, bookfeller. 
Jofeph Crouch, of Birmingham, hatter. 
Thomas Awcock, of Lewes in Suflex, draper. 
John Shepherd, of the Poultry, tin-plate 
worker, 
Henry Temple, late of Alton, Hants, hat- 
maker. 
Ifaac Jacob Salomon, of Gun-fquare, mer- 
chant. 
John Collins, late of Jewry-ftreet, merchant. 
Richard Fletcher, of Wefton Favell, North- 
amptonfhire, horfe-dealer. 
Iffachar Thorp and James Griffiths, of 
Fleams, Lancafhire, callico-printers. 
Peter Burns, now or late ot Chefter, dealer. 
Elizabeth Edwards, of Bridge-ftreet, dealer 
in glafs. 
Godfrey Fox, of Sheffield, inn-keeper. 
ohn Shute, fen. of Spitalfields, fugar- 
refiner, 
Samuel Meriton, jun. of Fore-ftreet, oil- 
man. 
Elizabeth Meade, of Colemgn-ftrest Build- 
ings, merchant. 


MONTHLY CHRONICLE. 


Humphiey Tomkinfon, of Southampton. 
ftreet, Covent-garden, jeweller. 

Valentine Jones, of Barbadoes, in the Wet 
Indies, but now of Bafinghall-ftreet, mer. 
chant. 

Jofeph Kem, of Mortlake, fhopkeeper, 

Robert Dee, late of Gofwell-ftreet, inn. 
holder. 
, James Stuard, of Wapping, tallow-chan. 

er 

James Balmer, late of Liverpool, leather. 
feller. 

James Sley, of Yarmouth, thopkeeper, 

John Bentley, of Bradford, Yorkihire. mo. 
ney-{crivener. 

William Hunt, of Hinckley, Leicefterthire, 
innholder. 

Richard Moorey, late of Buxted, in Suffex, 
corn-chandler. 

William G'oves, now or late of Worcefter, 
clock and watch-maker and jeweller. 

William Dobfon, late of Cox’s Quay, whar- 
finger. 

William Appleton, of Wapping, cordwainer, 

Joihua Kettilby, late of Dudley, Worcetter- 
fhire, but now of Charing-crofs, glafs-manu. 
facturer. 

Thomas Powell, of Corfham, Wilthhire, 
clothier. 

Henry Bicknell, of Briftol, tobacconift. 

Edward Swan, of Loughborough, Leicetter- 
fhire, cordwainer. 

John Banks, of Church-ftreet, Deptford, 


dealer. 





ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


cus. 


To CORRESPONDENTS. 


We with to be informed, how to addrefs an Anfwer to a Letter from Oxford, figned Academi- 


The Hiftory of Good Friday contains nothing new, and is incorreétly written. 
The Laws relating to Parliamentary Eleétions are too prolix for a monthly Publication. 
The Stanzas upon Damon and Phillis, figned F. M. are not deftitute of poetical Merit; but 


ftand in the fame Predicament. 


We with the Author of the Poeme divin, beginning Les cieux, &c. had fent the Tranflation 


he mentions with the original. 


The Paper entitled a Rep/y, had, in our Opinion, better be fuppreffed ; it might occafion a 


Rejoinder very difagreeable to the Perfons whom the Author fo lavithly praifes. 


Oe a eae : P 3 : 
The Vindication of a Dentift at Liverpool, is too uninterefting for Infertion. 


The Anecdotes relating to an American General, came too late for this Month's Magazine ; 


put thall have a Place in our next Number. 


The Remarks on the Exhibition are illiberal and unjuft, 


aie for the Art of Preachiag, L. L. L's. Favour, Orlando's Letter, and feveral other 
Pieces, not of a temporary Nature, are obliged to be poftponed. 


A very ferious Addrefs is received to Dr. Robertfon, in Anfwer to 2 Letter to Dr. Stuart, in- 


ferted in our Mifcellany for the Month of March. This Communication will make its Ap- 


pearance in our next Numbes, 
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